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The information in this bulletin is made as accurate as possible at the time of publication. Students are responsible 

for informing themselves of, and satisfactorily meeting, all requirements pertinent to their relationship with the 

University. The University reserves the right to make changes as circumstances demand with reference to academic 

standing, admission, attendance, candidacy, conduct, curriculum, graduation, registration, and tuition and fees.  
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ABOUT THE BULLETIN

 

This Bulletin represents the most current 

information available at the time of publication. As 

Fisk University continues to provide the highest 

quality of intellectual and leadership development 

opportunities, the curriculum is always expanding 

to meet the changes in graduate and professional 

training as well as the changing demands of the 

global workforce. New opportunities will arise and, 

subsequently, modifications may be made to 

existing programs and to the information contained 

in this Bulletin without prior notice.  Thus, while the 

provisions of this Bulletin will be applied as stated, 

Fisk University retains the right to change the 

policies and programs contained herein at its 

discretion.  

 

The Bulletin is not an irrevocable contract between 

Fisk University and a student. Updated versions of 

this Bulletin may be accessed online at 

www.fisk.edu.  Students are encouraged to maintain 

a positive working relationship with faculty 

academic advisors who can effectively help them 

chart a bright future at Fisk Universi ty and prepare 

for life upon graduation.  

 

  

 

POLICY OF NON -DISCRIMINATION  

Fisk Universit y does not discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, sex, age, marital status, sexual 

orientation, religion, national origin or disability in 

the administration and operation of its admission 

and educational policies, programs and activities. 

An equal oppo rtunity employer, Fisk University 

adheres to federal, state and local government 

employment guidelines. Qualified individuals 

with disabilities may not, on the basis of disability, 

be denied admission (including re -admission) or 

be subjected to discriminatÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÈËÔÐÚÚÐÖÕȮɯÙÌɈɯ

admission or recruitment by the University in 

violation of 34 C.F.R. § 104.42(a). 

 

ACCREDITATION  

Fisk University is accredited by The Commission on 

Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools to award the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), 

Bachelor of Science (B.S.), Bachelor of Music (B.M.), 

and Master of Arts (M.A.) degrees. Contact the 

Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, 

Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404- 679-4500 for 

questions about the accreditation of Fisk University.  

  

http://www.fisk.edu/
http://www.fisk.edu/
http://www.fisk.edu/
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FISK UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC CALENDARS 2020-2021 

FALL 2020 

FALL SEMESTER 2020 

Fri 24-Jul Payment Due Date 

Mon 27-Jul All Faculty return to campus for a State of the University Convocation at 10:30am 

Thurs 30-Jul New students (including international students) arrive; residence halls open at 

9:00am 

Mon 3-Aug Classes begin-first day of instruction 

Mon-

Fri 

Aug 3-14 Senior audits: Faculty Advisors/Discipline Coordinators/Chairpersons to meet with 

students to conduct Senior Audits for all graduating Seniors 

Thurs-

Fri 

Aug 6-7 Credit by Examination administered (other times by permission of the Provost) 

Mon 10-Aug Last day to add courses (after this date students will be financially responsible for all 

attempted hours, regardless of individual course withdrawals made) 

Thurs 13-Aug Opening Convocation ς 10:00am-12:00pm ς Fisk Memorial Chapel; classes as usual at 
other hours 

Fri 21-Aug Go "Official" (Bursar function) 

Fri 21-Aug University Census Date (Registrar function) 

Fri 4-Sep [ŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά²5έ όǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴύ ƳŀǊƪΤ Senior Audits due in the 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

Mon 7-Sep Labor Day; University closed for students, faculty, staff, and administrators 

Fri 11-Sep Half a day for Institutional Assessment 

Sat 12-Sep Senior Exam Preparation Workshop 

Mon-

Fri 

Sept 14-18 Mid-Semester evaluations 

Sun 20-Sep Living-Learning Centers close at 12:00 noon 

Mon 21-Sep Last day for faculty to submit mid-term grades via CAMS, grades due at 12 noon 

Mon-

Fri 

Sept 21-Sept 

25 

Fall Transition Break; University closed for faculty, staff, and administration 

Sat 26-Sep Returning students arrive; residence halls open at 9:00am 

Mon 28-Sep Fall Classes Resume 

Wed 30-Sep Measure of Proficiency Profile (PP) for entering Freshmen 

Wed-

Wed 

Sept 30-Oct 

21 

Computer Proficiency Examination; mandatory for Sophomores or Juniors who have 

not taken or do not plan to take CSCI 100 or BAD 110; credit by examination 

administered (other times by permission of Provost) 

Thurs 1-Oct Business Holds for balance and/or delinquent payment plan payments 

Tues 6-Oct Jubilee Day Convocation, 10:00 am-12:00 pm, Fisk Memorial Chapel 

Wed 7-Oct Deadline for application for Study Abroad for Spring Semester 

Thurs-

Sat 

Oct 8-10 Virtual Campus Open House 
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Fri 9-Oct Last day for students to file for degree for May Commencement and December 

completion date 

Fri-Fri Oct 9 - Oct 30 Registration for Spring Semester 2021 

Fri 16-Oct Measure of Proficiency Profile (PP) for graduating seniors 

Mon-

Fri 

Oct 19- Nov 6 Senior exit/major field examination period; Students should check with their 

Department Chairs for information on exact dates and times 

Tues 3-Nov Last day to drop course with a grade of WP (Withdrawn Passing) or WF (Withdrawn 

Failing) 

Fri 6-Nov Payment Plan Late Fee $50.00 Assessed 

Mon 9-Nov Last day of instruction and last day to submit work for completion of "I"(Incomplete) 

grade from previous semester 

Mon 9-Nov Last day to Officially Withdraw from the University 

Tues 10-Nov Final Examinations Preparation Day 

Wed-

Sat 

Nov 11-14 Final Examinations Period for all Registered students. Exams Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday until 12:00 noon 

Sun 15-Nov Faculty must submit final grades via CAMS by 5:00p for all courses 

Mon 16-Nov Fall Semester Ends 

Wed  18-Nov Living-Learning Centers close at 12:00 noon 

Mon-

Fri 

Nov 23-27 Thanksgiving Recess; University closed for students, faculty, staff, and administrators 

Mon-

Wed 

Nov 23- Dec 

23 

Virtual Decembermester 

Fri 27-Nov Last day to add/drop courses for Decembermester 

Sat 12-Dec May 2020 Commencement Ceremony 

Mon-

Fri 

Dec 14- Jan 

1 

Winter Holiday Break; University closed for faculty, staff, and administration  

Mon-

Tues 

Dec 21- 22 Decembermester Final Examinations 

Wed 23-Dec Faculty must submit Decembermester final grades via CAMS by 12:00 noon 

Wed 23-Dec Decembermester Ends 

 

*All dates are subject to change 

*Essential personnel, to include Facilities & Grounds and Public Safety personnel may be required, if business 

operations warrant working on any of these designated holidays. When this occurs, the supervisor schedules 

time off as holiday time for the staff member within the next ninety (90) days.  For hourly-paid staff, if the 

department cannot provide holiday time off within ninety (90) days, the staff member will be paid for that 

holiday. 

**If required; otherwise, daily attendance from the instructor will be submitted via CAMS. 
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SPRING 2021 

SPRING SEMESTER 2021 

Day Date Description 

Fri 1-Jan bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΤ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 

Fri 15-Jan SP-20 Payment Due Date 

Mon 18-Jan Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; University closed 

Tues 19-Jan University opens: Faculty and Staff return to Campus 

Thur 21-Jan 

New Freshman & New Second Semester Students arrive; Residence Halls/Living 

Learning Centers open at 9:00 a.m. 

Mon 25-Jan Classes begin-first day of instruction 

Mon 1-Feb 

Last day to add courses (after this date students will be financially responsible for all 

attempted hours, regardless of individual course withdrawals made) 

Fri 12-Feb Go "Official" (Bursar function) 

Fri 12-Feb University Census Date (Registrar function) 

Mon 15-Feb University Assessment Day 

Fri 26-Feb [ŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά²5έ ό²ƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴύ ƳŀǊƪ 

Mon-Fri Mar 1-5 Mid-Semester Evaluations 

Mon 8-Mar Last day for faculty to submit Mid-term Grades via CAMS, grades due by 5:00 p.m. 

Thur 11-Mar Pierson Lecture at 7:00 p.m. 

Wed 10-Mar Faculty submit SU-1-21 and SU-2-21 course offerings to Provost 

Sun 14-Jan Residence Halls/Living Learning Centers close at 12:00 noon 

Mon-Fri Mar 15-19 
Spring Transition Break; University closed for faculty, staff and administration 

Sat 20-Mar 

Upperclassman arrive; Residence Halls/Living Learning Centers open at 9:00 a.m. 

Mon 22-Mar Spring Classes Resume 

Mon-Fri Mar 22-26 

Junior Audits: Faculty Advisors to meet with students to conduct Junior Audits for all 

juniors 

Mon 22-Mar 

Last day for faculty to submit changes to SU-1-20 and SU-2-20 course offerings to 

Provost 

Mon 22-Mar Summer Financial Aid Application start date 

Fri 26-Mar 

Last day for faculty to submit changes to Fall 2020 course offerings to Provost 

Fri 2-Apr Good Friday Holiday; University closed 

Tues 6-Apr 

Business Holds for balances and/or delinquent payment plan payments 
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Mon-

Tues 

Apr 12-13 One Stop Workshop 

Mon 19-Apr 

Last day to submit Junior Audits to the University Registrar; Deadline for application 

for Study Abroad for Fall Semester 

Mon-Fri Apr 19-23 Registration for Summer Terms 2021 

Mon 26-Apr Rise of the Talented Tenth (Admissions function) 

Wed 28-Apr Graduation Fee Due Date 

Wed-

Sat 

Apr 28-May 1 19th Annual Fisk Research Symposium 

Thur 29-Apr Honors Convocation ς 1:00pm  

Sun-

Mon 

May 2-10 90th Annual Spring Arts Festival 

Tues 4-May 

Last day to drop course with a grade of WP (Withdrawn Passing) or WF (Withdrawn 

Failing) 

Mon 10-May Payment Plan Late Fee $50 Assessed 

Mon 10-May 

Payment Due Date for Graduating Students (students can not participate in 

graduation ceremony with a balance) 

Mon-Fri May 10-14 Registration for Fall Term 2020 

Wed 12-May 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ {ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŜƴŘΤ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άLέ  

(Incomplete) mark from previous semester 

Wed 12-May Last day to Officially Withdraw from the University 

Wed 12-May Last day of Spring Semester 

Fri 14-May Final Examination Preparation Day 

Sat-

Wed May 15-19 

Final Examination Period for all registered students (Seniors, May 15-17)) 

Tues 18-May Grades for Graduating Seniors & Graduate Students due in CAMS by 12 noon 

Wed 19-May 

Last day for students to file an Application for Degree for August graduation date; 

Living-Learning Centers close 12:00 noon 

Fri 21-May 

Last day for faculty to submit final grades for Non-Seniors via CAMS; grades due in 

CAMS by 12:00 noon; end of Spring Term 

Fri-Mon May 21-24 Commencement Weekend 

Sat 22-May Graduate Students Hooding Ceremony & Reception  

Sun 23-May Baccalaureate Service ς 10:00 a.m. ς Fisk Memorial Chapel 

Mon 24-May Commencement-10:00 a.m. 

Mon 24-May Last day of Spring Semester; last official day for Faculty 

Tues 25-May Summer Classes Begin 

 

*All dates are subject to change 
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*Essential personnel, to include Facilities & Grounds and Public Safety personnel may be required, if business 

operations warrant working on any of these designated holidays. When this occurs, the supervisor schedules 

time off as holiday time for the staff member within the next ninety (90) days.  For hourly-paid staff, if the 

department cannot provide holiday time off within ninety (90) days, the staff member will be paid for that 

holiday. 

**If required; otherwise, daily attendance from the instructor will be submitted via CAMS. 
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WELCOME 

Fisk University  values students as members of a 

learning community where academic excellence is 

the imperative. Fisk provides a rich and supportive 

environment that allows students to reach their 

highest potential academically, socio-culturally, and 

personally. In this Bulletin, you will have the 

opportunity to explore life at Fisk from academic, 

cultural, historical and social perspectives. 

 

Nestled in the gently rolling hills of Nashville ɬ the 

șƕɯ2ÔÈÙÛÌÚÛɯ/ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯ+ÐÝÌɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ*Ð×ÓÐÕÎÌÙɀÚɯ

Personal Finance Magazine ɬ Fisk is a small and 

magnificent liberal arts college with a long history 

of academic excellence, supported by a dynamic and 

enthusiastic teaching faculty. 

 

The student to instructor ratio of 13:1 permits the 

faculty to provide individual attention to our 

students and to instill in students a thirst for lifelong 

learning. From this solid foundation, faculty at t he 

University groom students to become ethical 

custodians of the human family and to develop a 

strong consciousness for global and community 

engagement.  

 

The University also offers offer students the 

opportunity to participate in sc holarly research, 

internships and/or to earn dual and/or joint degrees  

with other  renowned colleges and universities like 

Meharry Medical College, Vanderbilt University, 

and Case Western Reserve University. Study abroad 

and student exchange programs are also integral 

components of our institution. In addition, 

extracurricular activities abound and are tailored to 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚȮɯ ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ ÎÙÖÞÛÏȮɯ ÔÖÙÈÓɯ

responsibility and social awareness.
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

VISION    

Ɂ3ÖɯÉÌɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÓÐÉÌÙÈÓɯÈÙÛÚɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕÚɯÐÕɯ

America and to be known as the preeminent 

destination for producing scholars who are 

committed to leadership, social justice, and life -

long learning. Our liberal arts focus will con tinue 

to advance graduates in all fields who are 

inspired to have a transformative impact on their 

surroundings by being innovative and 

ÊÖÜÙÈÎÌÖÜÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÚÖÓÝÌɯ ÚÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚɯ ÔÖÚÛɯ ÊÖÔ×ÓÌßɯ

challenges. We strive to be a bastion and 

champion of cultural and ethnic div ersity in a 

ÎÓÖÉÈÓɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàȭɂɯ 

MISSION 

Fisk University produces graduates from diverse 

backgrounds with the integrity and intellect 

required for substantive contributions to society. 

Our curriculum is grounded in the liberal arts, 

and our faculty and administrators emphasize 

the discovery and advancement of knowledge 

through research in the natural and social 

sciences, business, and the humanities. We are 

committed to the success of scholars and leaders 

with global perspectives.  

Values: D. E. T. A. I. L. S. 

The D.E.T.A.I.L.S. ÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯ%ÐÚÒɀÚɯ".1$ɯÝÈÓÜÌÚȭɯ

Our values effectively reflect our overall ethical 

and moral engagement. We, the Fisk Family, seek 

to internalize these principles and apply them in 

our day -to-day work and in our lives. Our values 

support our mission and assist us in completing 

the work which must be done in order to facilitate 

the grooming of the next generation of leaders, 

and we commit as a university to the awesome 

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÚÏÈ×ÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌÚɀɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯ

lead with intellect, compassion and a great sense 

of ethics. 

Diversity : We believe that our individual 

differences are a collective strength. We will 

support and encourage diversity of opinion, of 

culture and experience. Diversity aids us in 

building a collecti ve wisdom that results in more 

powerful and relevant solutions to our 

challenges. 

Excellence: We believe that excellence is the result 

of a lifelong pursuit of the highest standards. At 

Fisk, our collective quest is to earn merit through 

commitment and rig orous scholarship, cultural 

literacy, and high ethical standards.  

Teamwork : We believe that individuals achieve 

high standards when supported by the collective 

work of others. We reinforce this value by 

constantly creating opportunities to collaborate 

both inside and outside of  traditional alliances in 

our University, our proximate community, and 

the world.  

Accountability : We believe that we must hold 

ourselves to the highest standard when we make 

commitments.  Consistent and measurable follow-

through is essential for individual and team 

progress. We are forthright about our successes 

and shortcomings and we will position Fisk for 

continued achievement. 

Integrity : We believe that it is our responsibility 

to prepare young people to be stewards of an 

ever-changing  world.  That means that we must 

model behavior grounded in truthfulness and 

compassion. 

Leadership: We believe that leaders are obligated 

to empower those around them. We are 

consistent, transparent, and accountable. 

Through our words and behaviors, we encourage 

others to exhibit these same attributes. 

Service: We believe that service is our ability to 

give the gift of knowledge to humanity. As we 

serve, we become transformed and so are our 

communities.  
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LEARNING AND LIVING AT FISK 

 

DEGREES OFFERED 

Fisk university offers courses that lead to the 

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Bachelor of Science (B.S.), 

Bachelor of Music (B.Mus.), and the Master of 

Arts (M.A.) degree. Academic majors available 

include: art, biology, business administration, 

chemistry, computer science, data science, 

elected studies, English, history, mathematics, 

music, physics, political science, psychology, 

sociology, Spanish, and special education. The 

Teacher Certification program provides 

preparation for Elementary Education Grades K -

6 and Secondary Education Grades 7-12, and a 

post-baccalaureate Teacher Certification Program 

is also available to individuals with baccalaureate 

degrees who desire to become elementary or 

secondary school teachers. 

At the graduate level, Fisk offers the Master of 

Arts (M.A.) degree in biol ogy, chemistry, physics, 

and psychology (general and clinical). These 

programs and their special requirements are 

described in the Graduate Studies Bulletin or at: 

www. fisk.edu . 

PUBLIC SAFETY  

%ÐÚÒɀÚɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ"ÈÔ×ÜÚɯ2ÈÍÌÛàɯÐÚɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯ

to the protection and security of Fisk University 

and the Fisk University Family. The staff ɬ all 

with prior police/security experience and/or 

military backgrounds ɬ are state certified security 

officers. They are committed to providing a safe, 

secure, and accessible campus for students, 

faculty, staff, parents, and visitors. They also 

provide patrolling, crime prevention, escort 

services, traffic/parking , investigative and 

administrative services of the university 

community.  

The Department of Campus Safety strictly 

ÌÕÍÖÙÊÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÊÐÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎȯ 

Alcohol ɬ the possession, use, and sale of 

alcoholic beverages by faculty, staff, students, 

visi tors, etc., regardless of age are prohibited on 

the Fisk campus. 

Drugs ɬ the possession, use, and sale of illegal 

drugs are strictly prohibited on campus or at any 

off -campus event that is sponsored by the 

University. The University drug and alcohol 

polici es are applicable to staff, administrators, 

faculty, and students. These policies may be 

found in the Student Handbook, as well as in the 

Employee Handbook. The University offers alcohol 

and drug abuse programs/referrals as required in 

the Higher Education  Act of 1965. 

Weapons ɬ the State of Tennessee and University 

policies prohibit anyone, other than certified law 

enforcement officials, from carrying weapons on 

campus. 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES ON BIAS AND 

HATE CRIMES 

Bias crimes, also known as hate crimes, are 

unwelcome and unlawful activities motivated by 

the bias or prejudice of a perpetrator toward 

another person(s) based upon personal 

characteristics that may be actual or perceived. 

Fisk University policy and federal law prohibit 

crimes motivated by bias on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, color, gender, age, ancestry, national 

origin, disability, sexual preference or sexual 

orientation, religious or political belief, practice, 

or persuasion. 

When the University receives a complaint related 

to a bias or hate crime, the Dean of Student 

Engagement will designate a University judicial 

officer to investigate the matter, which can 

include witness interviews, and the collection of 

evidence or information pertinent to the report. 

The Dean of Student Engagement will also inform 

the Office of Public Safety and the appropriate 

incident report will be filed with that office. 

Under certain circumstances, the Office of Public 

Safety may refer the matter to the Metro 

Nashville Police Department.  

http://www.fisk.edu/
http://www.fisk.edu/
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If a member of the Fisk Unive rsity community is 

a victim of or witnesses a bias or hate crime, 

he/she should contact the Fisk University Office 

of Public Safety or the Office of Student 

Engagement. The Office of Public Safety can be 

reached by telephone at (615) 329-8777 and is 

located on the lower level of Carnegie Hall, or by 

using an Emergency Telephone on campus, or by 

email at mwest@fisk.edu. 

The Office of Student Engagement can be reached 

by telephone at (615) 329-8597 and is located on 

the lower level of Spence Hall. To contact the 

Office of Student Engagement by email, please 

contact studentengagement@fisk.edu. 

Any student or member of the University 

community who may have knowledge of any 

activities related to crimes of bias or hate may 

report the matter to the Office of Public Safety or 

the Office of Student Engagement. 

STUDENT STANDARDS REGARDING BIAS OR 

HATE CRIMES 

Each student and student group are responsible 

for refraining from any conduct that is 

detrimental to the Fisk University campus. It is 

the responsibility of each student to maintain a 

healthy and safe environment based upon 

individual actions while enrolled at Fisk 

University. Any choice made that upsets such an 

atmosphere can result in the exclusion of any 

individual or gro up from the University.  

Each student and student group are responsible 

for conducting themselves in a manner that 

supports the academic and social environment of 

the campus while respecting the rights, dignity, 

and freedom of other members or groups of the  

Fisk University community.  

Any violation of University policies, rules or 

regulations, or violation of federal, state, or local 

law can result in a violation of the University 

Student Code of Conduct and can result in the 

exclusion of the offending indivi dual or group 

from the University.  

The following non -exhaustive list of provisions  

outlines conduct or behavior that can result in 

disciplinary action against any individual or 

group in relation to crimes of bias or hate. This 

includes, but is not limited to the following:  

While on University owned or controlled 

property, no student shall harass, threaten, coerce 

the harassment of or otherwise intimidate 

another person or identifiable group of persons, 

in a manner that is unlawful, based upon the 

×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÖÙɯÎÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯÙÈÊÌȮɯÌÛÏÕÐÊÐÛàȮɯÊÖÓÖÙȮɯÎÌÕËÌÙȮɯ

age, ancestry, national origin, disability, sexual 

preference or sexual orientation, religious or 

political belief, practice, or persuasion.  

No student shall engage in any type of 

harassment or behavior leading to a hostile 

environment on University owned or controlled 

property. Harassment includes, but is not limited, 

to actions that are one or more of the following:  

¶ directed toward a particular person or 

persons 

¶ ÉÈÚÌËɯÜ×ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÖÙɯÎÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯÙÈÊÌȮɯ

ethnicity, color, gender, age, ancestry, 

national origin, disability, sexual 

preference or sexual orientation, religious 

or political belief, practice or persuasion  

¶ unwelcome 

¶ severe, extreme, or pervasive 

¶ objectively offensive or derogatory  

¶ unreasonable in nature and interferes 

ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÝÐÊÛÐÔɀÚɯ ȹÝÐÊÛÐÔÚɀȺɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯ

status, employment, academic pursuits, 

or participation in University -sponsored 

activities  

Following are federal policies that relate to bias 

or hate crimes. 

Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Secu rity 

Policy and Campus Crimes Statistics Act (The 

Ɂ"ÓÌÙàɯ  ÊÛɂȺɯɬ Fisk University is required to 

report incidence of occurrences of bias crimes on 

campus annually. This report is provided as part 

of the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus 

mailto:mwest@fisk.edu
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Security Policy and Campus Crimes Statistics Act 

ȹÛÏÌɯ Ɂ"ÓÌÙàɯ  ÊÛɂȺȭɯ 3ÏÌɯ "ÓÌÙàɯ  ÊÛɯ ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ

University to report such incidents to the 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. The Clery Act 

defines hate crimes as a criminal offense 

committed against a person or property which is  

ÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÌËȮɯÐÕɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÖÙɯÐÕɯ×ÈÙÛȮɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÖÍÍÌÕËÌÙɀÚɯ

bias. Bias is a preformed negative opinion or 

attitude toward a group of persons based on their 

race, gender, religion, disability, sexual 

orientation or ethnicity/national origin. For Clery 

purposes, hate crimes include any offense in the 

following two groups that is motivated by bias.  

Group A  

¶ Murder and Non -negligent manslaughter 

Forcible sex offenses Robbery 

Aggravated assault Burglary  

¶ Motor vehicle theft Arson  

Group B  

¶ Larceny-theft Simple assault Intim idation  

¶ Destruction/damage/vandalism of 

property  

The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act of 2009 ɬ The Matthew 

Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes 

Prevention Act of 2009, 18 U.S.C. § 249, was 

enacted as Division E of the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010. Section 

249 of Title 18 provides funding and technical 

assistance to state, local, and tribal jurisdictions 

to more effectively investigate and prosecute hate 

crimes. It also creates a new federal criminal law 

which criminalizes willfully causing bodily 

injury (or attempting to do so with fire, firearm, 

or other dangerous weapon) when (1) the crime 

was committed because of the actual or perceived 

race, color, religion, national origin of any 

person, or (2) the crime was committed because 

of the actual or perceived religion, national 

origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, or disability of any person and the crime 

affected interstate or foreign commerce or 

occurred within federal  special maritime and 

territorial jurisdiction.  

The aforementioned act has three significant 

subsections, as follows. 

Subsection (a) (1) criminalizes violent acts (and 

attempts to commit violent acts undertaken with 

a dangerous weapon) when those acts occur 

because of the actual or perceived race, color, 

religion, or national origin of any person. This 

section of the statute has a broader reach than 

existing hate crime statutes. (18 U.S.C. § 245, for 

example, requires that government prove not 

only that the crime was mo tivated by animus but 

ÈÓÚÖɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÊÛÐÔɀÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÖÕÌɯ

of six enumerated federally protected activities). 

Section 249(a)(1) was passed pursuant to 

Congress's Thirteenth Amendment authority to 

eradicate badges and incidents of slavery. The 

government need prove no other "jurisdictional" 

element to obtain a conviction.  

Subsection (a) (2) of §249 protects a wider class 

of victims. Subsection (a) (2) criminalizes acts of 

violence (and attempts to commit violent acts 

undertaken with a dangerous weapon) when 

motivated by the actual or perceived gender, 
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disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity 

of any person. It will also apply to violent acts 

motivated by animus against those religions and 

national origins which were not considered to be 

"races" at the time the Thirteenth Amendment 

was passed. This portion of the statute was 

passed pursuant to Congress' Commerce Clause 

authority.  

Thus, to obtain a conviction, the government 

must prove that the crime was in or affected 

interstate or foreign  commerce. Subsection 

(a)(2)(B) of the statute contains a detailed 

description of the ways the commerce clause 

element may be fulfilled.  

Subsection (a)(3) of §249 provides for 

prosecution of crimes committed because of any 

of the characteristics defined in (a) (1) or 

(a) (2), whenever such crimes occur within the 

Special Maritime and Territorial Jurisdiction 

(SMTJ) of the United States. 

The statute criminalizes only violent acts 

resulting in bodily injury or attempts to inflict 

bodily injury, through the use of fire, firearms, 

explosive and incendiary devices, or other 

dangerous weapons. The statute does not 

criminalize threats of violence. Threats to inflict 

physical injury may be prosecutable under other 

hate crimes statutes, such as 42 U.S.C. § 3631 or 

18 U.S.C. § 245. 

Such threats may also be prosecutable under 

generally applicable federal laws preventing 

interstate communication of threats.  

POLICY GOVERNING FRATERNITIES AND 

SORORITIES 

The Office of Student Engagement oversees all 

activities related to the National Pan -Hellenic 

Council (NPHC) and Greek Letter Organizations 

(GLOs). Policies are included in the Advisor's 

Guide for Student and Greek Letter 

Organizations.  

Purpose 

It is the responsibility of all student organizations 

to encourage an atmosphere of learning, social 

responsibility, and respect for human dignity, 

and to provide positive influence and 

constructive development for members and 

aspiri ng members. "Hazing" is an unproductive 

and hazardous custom that is incongruous with 

this responsibility and has no place in university 

life, either on or off -campus. The purpose of this 

policy is to define hazing and provide guidelines, 

which student org anizations and their members 

must follow.  

 

Prohibition and Sanctions  

Hazing as defined in this Bulletin is strictly 

prohibited.  An organization found to be in 

violation of this policy will lose its status as a 

recognized student organization of the 

Univers ity for a mandatory minimum of five (5) 

years. 

Individual members who are found to be in 

violation of this policy are in violation of the 

Student Judicial Code and may be disciplined in 

accordance with the University's disciplinary 

procedures. 

!àɯÓÈÞȮɯɁÏÈáÐÕÎɂɯÐÚɯÐÓÓÌÎÈÓɯÈÛɯ%ÐÚÒɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÖÙɯ

any campus or higher education institution in the 

state of Tennessee and is a crime punishable as a 

felony pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated 

§49-7- 123. 

Definition of Hazing  3ÏÌɯ ÞÖÙËɯ ɁÏÈáÐÕÎɂɯ ÐÚɯ

defined as any intentional action taken, activity 

required, or situation created, however  

communicated, involving or resulting in abusive 

physical contact, mental harassment, excessive 

mental or physical discomfort and/or 

embarrassment to any individual. This policy 

applies to activities that take place on or off the 

campus as long as they take place in the name of 

the involved organization.  

Under the Tennessee Hazing Law, (Tennessee 

Code Annotated §49-7-123), hazing is defined as 

follows:  
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"Hazing" means any intentional or rec kless act in 

Tennessee on or off the property of any higher 

education institution by one (1) student acting 

alone or with others, which is directed against 

any other student, that endangers the mental or 

physical health or safety of that student, or which 

induces or coerces a student to endanger such 

student's mental or physical health or safety. 

"Hazing" does not include customary athletic 

events or similar contests or competitions and  is 

limited to those actions taken and situations 

created in connection with initiation into or 

affiliation with any organization; and "Higher 

education institution" means a public or private 

college, community college or university  (For 

more details on hazing please see the Student 

Handbook) . 

 

University Convocations  

University convocations are scheduled four times 

a year and offer students an opportunity to hear 

speeches on a variety of topics from 

distinguished faculty members, scholars from 

other inst itutions, and representatives from 

organizations from around the world. 

Convocations include the Opening Convocation, 

the Jubilee Day Convocation, the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Convocation, and the 

Honors Convocation. The speakers are chosen 

from many fields, including the arts, sciences, 

education, literature, politics, religion, business, 

and industry. All members of the University 

community are required to attend each 

convocation. No classes or other University 

activities are schedul ed during convocation time
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LIBRARY AND UNIVERSITY SERVICES 

The John Hope and Aurelia E. Franklin 

University Library  ɬ The John Hope and Aurelia 

E. Franklin University Library undergirds the 

academic life of Fisk University. The 

contemporary, b rick and glass library building 

consists of 74,610 square feet and was completed 

in 1969. It is one of the most functional library 

ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÈÙÌÈȭɯ 3ÏÌɯ %ÙÈÕÒÓÐÕɯ +ÐÉÙÈÙàɀÚɯ

automated catalog offers local and remote 

searching of holdings. The network of  computers 

provides students and faculty convenient access 

to email and Internet use. Patrons can request 

materials through interlibrary loan. Cooperative 

agreements allow students and faculty to use and 

borrow materials from Watkins College of Art, 

Design and Film and from Vanderbilt University 

libraries, except the Eskind Biomedical Library. 

An access pass, required on nights and weekends, 

is available from the Access Services desk. 

Additionally, the Franklin Library participates in 

Tenn-Share, an alliance between over 600 

academic and public libraries in Middle 

Tennessee. Through Tenn-Share, the library can 

request books electronically from participating 

libraries have them delivered via its Firefly 

courier service. The library also provides a 

variety of electronic resources including, 

databases, full-text journal articles, and full -text 

books. Electronic resources include, but are not 

limited to, Lexis -Nexis, Tennessee Electronic 

Library (TEL), JSTOR, eBooks on EBSCOhost, 

APA PsycNET, and African American  Studies 

Center. 

The John Hope and Aurelia E. Franklin 

University Library houses over 240,000 volumes 

representative of the academic disciplines at Fisk. 

There is expansion space for a collection more 

than twice the present size. In addition, the 

Franklin Library serves as a selective depository 

for Federal government documents.  The Franklin 

Library correlates its program with the academic 

programs of the University by providing 

carefully selected books and related materials for 

classroom instruction and independent study and 

research geared to promote lifelong reading and 

research habits. 

Library orientation is available to assist students 

in familiarizing themselves with the collections, 

facilities, and services offered. In addition, the 

library conducts Information Literacy session to 

ensure students develop skills needed to 

successfully address the vast array of print and 

online sources. 

3ÏÌɯ %ÙÈÕÒÓÐÕɯ +ÐÉÙÈÙàɀÚɯ 2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ "ÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ

Department of unique and rare materials is 

internationally recognized as an invaluable 

center for research in African American history 

and culture. There are over 50,000 titles on 

African  Americans and Americans worldwide. 

There are also related materials of 2,600 records; 

500 pieces of sheet music; and 3,400 newspapers, 

periodicals, journals, theses, and dissertations. 

Many of these documents are on microfilm.  

The archives section of the Franklin Library 

houses the records of the University, including 

those of past presidents, faculty, and staff. 

Among these records are: those of the Fisk Jubilee 

2ÐÕÎÌÙÚəɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ ÍÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯ ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ

Erastus Milo  Cravath, and its first African 

American president Charles Spurgeon Johnson. 

Outside organizations whose records are 

ÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ%ÐÚÒɀÚɯÈÙÊÏÐÝÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌȯɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Julius Rosenwald Fund, Brotherhood of Sleeping 

Car Porters, Sigma Pi Phi fraternity, and the 

Association of Black Physicists. The manuscript 

collections house personal papers, including 

those of W. E. B. DuBois, Charles Waddell 

Chesnutt, Aaron Douglas, James Weldon 

Johnson, William Levi Dawson, George Edmund 

Haynes, W. C. Handy, Thomas W. Talley, James 

Carroll Napier, John Mercer Langston, John W. 

Work III, Langston Hughes and Jean Toomer. 

There is also an extensive collection of 

photographs by Carl Van Vechten.  

In addition to collections on African Americans, 

the John Hope and Aurelia E. Frankli n University 

Library holds the papers of Geoffrey Handley -
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Taylor; Sir Ralph Perring, Lord Mayor of London 

and Winifred Holtby. The George Gershwin 

Memorial Collection of Music and Musical 

Literature offer a wealth of materials for research 

in music.  

CompleÔÌÕÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ+ÐÉÙÈÙàɀÚɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÐÚɯ

the Black Oral History Collection, with over 800 

taped interviews with persons who have been 

eyewitnesses, participants, or contributors to the 

African American experience, and the Learning 

Library Program. The Libr ary is a repository for 

the transcripts of the Black Women Oral History 

Project of the Schlesinger Library at Radcliffe 

College. For preservation and fast access, the 

Library is digitizing materials from selected 

collections. 

Postal Services ɬ Post office boxes, required for 

all students on campus, are assigned by the 

University and located in the dormitories and 

Spence Hall. 

University Bookstore ɬ Fisk University operates 

a book store for the purchase of textbooks. 

Students with book vouchers may use them to 

purchase books. Questions concerning the use of 

this venue can be answered by staff in the Office 

of Student Engagement. 

The bookstore, located on the lower level of 

Spence Hall, carries supplemental educational 

aides, current fiction and non -fiction books of 

special and general interest, and a good supply of 

professional reference books. A selection of 

school and office supplies is also available at the 

University Bookstore.  

The University Bookstore also provides a large 

selection of contemporary, customized Fisk 

University clothing including; embroidered and 

screen imprinted sweatshirts, athletic clothing, 

casual wear, luggage, and baby and toddler 

items. University, athletic, academic, and other 

campus groups are represented in our Spirit 

Collection.  

Alumni spirit is similarly encouraged by a 

collection of clothing, gift items and select 

memorabilia.  

WFSK 88.1. FM: The Home of Smooth Jazz & 

Smooth Grooves ɬ WFSK 88.1 FM, the first 

African American FM radio station in Nashville , 

is an educational community - based radio station, 

owned and operated by Fisk University . Serving 

the public since 1973, 88.1 FM is home to 18 

specialty programs. With a Smooth Jazz Smooth 

Groove music format, talk programs and cross - 

cultural programmin g, WFSK serves both the 

needs of Fisk University and the Nashville 

community at -large. 

WFSK is an affiliate station of Public Radio 

International (PRI). The syndicated talk program 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯƘƕƕȳɯ6ÐÛÏɯ2ÏÈÙÖÕɯ*ÈàɂɯÐÚɯÏÖÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯ

broadcasted live from the studios of WFSK, twice 

weekly. 88.1 FM WFSK recently added The Bobby 

Jones Gospel Countdown to its Sunday morning 

lineup.  

88.1 FM is a member of the Black College Radio 

Association, Intercollegiate Broadcasting System 

(IBS), and Tennessee Association of Broadcasters 

(TAB). In 2006 and 2007, 88.1 FM WFSK was 

ÈÞÈÙËÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ!ÌÚÛɯ "ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ 1ÈËÐÖɯ 2ÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕɯ

-ÈÚÏÝÐÓÓÌɂɯÏÖÕÖÙɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯÖÍɯ#ÐÔÌÚɯ ȭ(ȭ1ȭɯ

(Achievement in Radio) Awards Committee and 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ !ÌÚÛɯ '!"4ɯ 1ÈËÐÖɯ 2ÛÈÛÐÖÕɂɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ !ÓÈÊÒɯ

Press Association in 2006.
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

ADA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT  

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 

ÞÐÛÏɯ #ÐÚÈÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ  ÊÛɯ ȹ # Ⱥɯ ÙÌØÜÐÙÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ɁÕÖɯ

qualified person shall, solely by reason of 

disability, be denied access to, be excluded from 

participation in, or the benefits of services, 

programs or activities or subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity 

ÙÌÊÌÐÝÐÕÎɯÍÌËÌÙÈÓɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɂɯ3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯ

of Academic Excellence and Student 

Performance, students who may need special 

accommodations in the learning process may 

receive services including assessment and 

identification of tutorial support and other 

services from faculty and staff.  

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & STUDENT 

PERFORMANCE 

The Mission of the Office of Academic Excellence 

& Student Performance (AESP) is to oversee, 

coordinate and manage the University -wide 

initiative to impact student retention, persistence 

and graduation rates at Fisk University. The 

Office of Academic Excellence & Student 

Performance serves students experiencing 

academic difficulty (on warning or probationary 

status), students in need of tutorial or other 

academic support services who are referred by 

faculty or who self -refer, students who have not 

declared their majors, and conditionally admitted 

(Emerging Scholars) freshman students. AESP 

also serves differently-abled students and works 

in conjunction with the University Counseling 

Center to ensure that the University is in ADA 

compliance and that all students have been 

accommodated. 

Students served by AESP are afforded academic 

advisement; academic skills workshops; tutoring; 

personal and career counseling; supplemental 

instruction in reading, wr iting and mathematics; 

structured study groups, and other interventions 

ÈÚɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌËȭɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÐÚɯ

tracked through an early warning system, online 

assessment system and ongoing interactions 

between assigned academic advisors, faculty, 

living learning centers coordinators, graduate 

tutors, and other  University staff.  

 

Students who are conditionally admitted, on 

academic probation, and/or undeclared majors 

have specific requirements addressed by AESP. 

They include participation in orienta tion 

workshops designated academic skills 

workshops, a minimum of four conferences per 

ÚÌÔÌÚÛÌÙɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ ÈËÝÐÚÖÙȮɯ

attending all tutorial sessions and supplemental 

instruction in the Writing Center and/or 

Mathematics Laboratory and other designated 

interventions.  

L.E.A.D. PROGRAM 

The Leadership Enrichment and Academic 

Development  (LEAD) Program is a federally 

funded TRIO program  designed to promote 

academic achievement and increase the college 

graduation rates of f irst -generation college 

students and students from economically 

challenged backgrounds. The LEAD Program 

provides opportunities for the students to 

participate in  academic skill development 

workshops and tutoring, peer study and  

mentoring groups, financial  aid resource 

exploration,  cultural enrichment programs, and 

graduate school preparation. The program also 

provides financial assistance to students who 

qualify for grant aid. LEAD students have access 

to counselors who are trained to foster student 

development through personal, academic, and 

career counseling. Early Warning Intervention 

enables LEAD counselors to identify students 

who are academically at risk and additional 

support to students who are making satisfactory 

progress. Based on U.S. Department of Education 

federal income guidelines, all students who are 

eligible to participate in the program are required 

to enroll in LEAD. The application process must 

be completed by the student upon arrival to 

campus, preferably during new student 
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orientation. Eligible students who choose not to 

participate in LEAD and subsequently fail to 

attain a 2.0 GPA may have their appeals for 

readmission or reconsideration of academic 

sanctions automatically  denied. 

 

The Office of Career Development helps students 

build on their academic experience by providing 

experiential learning through timely, practical 

and customized career information. The staff 

strive to motivate students and facil itate their 

vocational ingenuity. Our services are the bridge 

between academic achievement and lifelong 

success. The Office of Career Development and 

Leadership also offers career counseling for 

students and alumni to assist each person in 

gaining self -awareness regarding goals and 

preferences, and to use that awareness in 

decision- making related to career planning and 

professional development. Services include but 

are not limited to: summer and part -time 

employment referrals, graduate school 

information, internships, and permanent job 

placement assistance. 

Students are provided with information 

beginning in the freshman year and are 

encouraged to continue the process until they 

leave the University. Seniors may actively 

participate in on -campus recruiting programs. 

Other students may also participate in specified 

recruitment activities. Individual appointments 

are available to provide assistance in setting 

career goals, to review majors and occupations 

that match interests and abilities, and to help 

students plan for and obtain career related 

experience prior to graduation. The job 

placement component of the Federal Work Study 

Program is housed in the Office of Career 

Development and Leadership. The primary focus 

ÐÚɯÛÖɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÑÖÉɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÚɯtheir 

academic major and/or career interests. 

COUNSELING SERVICES 

The Fisk University Counseling Center provides 

an array of psychological services designed to 

maximize the full potential of each student within 

his/her collegiat e experience. The Counseling 

Center seeks to contribute to a campus 

environment that promotes mental health and 

wellness, and provides a supportive, confidential 

atmosphere to address personal challenges. 

Counseling services are available to help students 

cope with academic, career, and interpersonal  

problems which may interfere with their ability 

to achieve academic success and actualize their 

human potential. Counseling services are 

provided to promote emotional stability and 

academic success among the student population 

and to create an environment in which learning,  

and growth can be maximized. The services 

available are: individual confidential counseling, 

grief counseling, specialized placement testing, 

vocational counseling, consultations and services 

for students with learning differences or learning 

disabilities.  

Personal Counseling. The expectations for 

independent learning and resourcefulness that 

underlie graduate training, in concert with the 

high academic demands, can bring multiple 

sources of stress to the surface. We advise 

reaching out for confidential conversations with 

counselors at your earliest moment of need. For 

more information please call 615-497-2963. 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE ON MENTAL 

HEALTH STATUS   

Laws of the state of Tennessee govern Fisk 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÛÖɯÛÏe mental health status 

of students or members of the University 

community. The University must follow two 

portions of statute, one governing children, and 

one governing adults. Specifically, the University 

ÖÉÚÌÙÝÌÚɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÐÓÓÕÌÚÚɯÈÚɯɁÈɯ

psychiatric disorder, alcohol dependence, or drug 

dependence, but does not include mental 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND LEADERSHIP 
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ÙÌÛÈÙËÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛÈÓɯËÐÚÈÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɂɯ

pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated 33-1- 101. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 

33-1-ƕƔƕɯ ȹƖƖȺɯ Ɂ2ÌÙÐÖÜÚɯ ÌÔÖÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ËÐÚÛÜÙÉÈÕÊÌɂɯ

means a condition in a child who currently or at 

any time during the past year has had a 

diagnosable mental, behavioral, or emotional 

disorder of sufficient duration to meet psychiatric 

diagnostic criteria that results in functional 

impa irment that substantially interferes with or 

limits the child's role or functioning in family, 

school, or community activities and includes any 

mental disorder, regardless of whether it is of 

biological etiology; In accordance with Tennessee 

Code Annotated  73-6-ƕƔƖɯȹƖȺɯɁ ËÜÓÛɂɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÈɯ

person eighteen (18) years of age or older who 

because of mental or physical dysfunction or 

advanced age is unable to manage such person's 

own resources, carry out the activities of daily 

living, or protect such person from neglect, 

hazardous or abusive situations without 

assistance from others and who has no available, 

willing, and responsibly able person for 

assistance and who may be in need of protective 

services; provided, however, that a person 

eighteen (18) years of age or older who is 

mentally impaired but still competent shall be 

deemed to be a person with mental dysfunction 

for the purposes of this chapter.  

UNIVERSITY POLICY AND PROCEDURE  

If a student is incapacitated, or declared to be a 

risk of danger to himself/herself or to the campus 

community, the Provost, the Dean of Student 

Engagement or the Director of Counseling 

Services submits written notice to the Office of 

the Registrar that the student is to be 

administratively withdrawn based on 

ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

parent(s) or family, or based on communication 

from a physician, mental health  practitioner, etc. 

This notice will state the reason for withdrawal, 

the effective withdrawal date, and provide 

supporting documentation.  
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

The Office of Internat ional Programs provides 

academic and enrichment activities to enhance 

ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÖÝÌÙÈÓÓɯ ÐÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛÜÈÓɯ ÎÙÖÞÛÏɯ ÈÕËɯ

development. The unit includes two components:  

International Students Services , which 

promotes the education and development of non -

immigrant international students enabling them 

to achieve their academic and professional goals. 

Study Abroad and Domestic Exchange 

Programs, which help prepare students for the 

academic experience in other global settings, 

enabling them to gain a solid understanding of at 

least one other culture and its language, and to 

integrate a global comparative dimension in their 

chosen field of study. The University also has 

exchange relationships with selected domestic 

universities in other states. 

 

 

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Fisk is approved for veterans' education by the 

Unite d States Department of Veterans' Affairs. 

Students eligible for Veteran Affairs benefits 

should apply for a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) 

at www.va.gov . Once in possession of the COE, 

VA students and/or VA beneficiaries should 

contact the Business Office or the Office of the 

Registrar for further information. Such students 

should, however, plan to arrive at Fisk with 

sufficient funds for two months' expenses 

because there usually is a delay in the 

disbursement of V.A. benefits .

 

ADMISSIONS 

Admission to Fisk is selective. Entering students 

are typically ranked in the top fifth of their high 

school classes. Almost all rank in the top half. The 

University remains deliberately small and 

cultivates a nurturing, family feeling throughout 

the campus. 

QUALIFICATIONS  

Admission is granted to applicants who show 

evidence of solid preparation and the ability to 

pursue college studies successfully at Fisk. The 

admission staff, in recommending candidates, 

considers rank in class, high school grades, rigor 

of the high school and academic program, 

strength of essay, SAT 1 and/or ACT test scores, 

and any demonstrated talent or achievement 

showing leadership ability and the probability of 

success in college. Also considered when 

available, is information on the applicant's 

personality, civic engagement activities, and 

character. To qualify for admission to the 

freshman class, candidates must present evidence 

of the following:  

¶ A minimum of 3.0 un -weighted GPA on a 

4.0 scale; a minimum ACT composite 

score of 21 and a minimum SAT I 

combined score of 1500 

¶ Graduation from an accredited high 

ÚÊÏÖÖÓȮɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÈÛÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

matriculation at Fisk, with a scholastic 

record sufficient enough to predict 

success 

¶ Completed Instructor Recommendation 

Form and School Report or strong 

endorsements from the high school 

principal, headmaster, counselor, or 

ÛÌÈÊÏÌÙɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÙÌÎÈÙËɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ È××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ

ability, motivation, character, citizenship, 

and leadership qualities  

http://www.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/
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¶ Proper academic preparation, as 

determined by the Office of Admissions, 

as follows:  

¶ 4 years of English 

¶ 3 years of Mathematics (to include 

Algebra II with Trigonometry)  

¶ 3 years of science 

¶ 1 year of foreign language 

¶ 1 year of history  

Students who are interested in science-related 

programs (pre-med, pre-dentistry, physics, 

mathematics, computer science, pre -pharmacy) 

are encouraged to take the most challenging 

science and mathematics courses their schools 

offer. 

Students who submit applications to Fisk 

University without fulfilling the above stated 

academic preparation requirements w ill be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis. There may be 

additional requirements for admission.  

Examples of additional requirements could 

include an on- campus interview, enrollment in 

the Pre- College Program, summer academic 

enrichment, etc., all at the discretion of the Office 

of Admission and academic support staff (as 

needed). 

In addition, there are special recommendations 

for high school preparation appropriate to 

applicants expecting to major in selected 

disciplines at Fisk: 

Mathematics and natural scie nce majors should 

complete chemistry and biology and, if possible, 

physics while in high school. Majors in areas 

requiring mathematics beyond that required in 

%ÐÚÒɀÚɯ ".1$ɯ "ÜÙÙÐÊÜÓÜÔɯ ÚÏÖÜÓËɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÏÈËɯ

mathematics courses throughout their high 

school experience. Lack of such exposure may 

delay entry into coursework required for the 

major. 

Music majors should have several years of 

previous study in musical performance, 

preferably piano, and should have participated in 

a variety of musical activities. A statement of 

musical experience lists of musical compositions 

recently studied and performed publicly, and the 

names of recent teachers should accompany the 

application for admission. During freshman 

orientation week, tests of musical aptitude, 

ability, and general  musicianship are 

administered.  

EARLY ADMISSION  

Early admission is encouraged for exceptional 

students who are ready to enter the University 

after completing the eleventh grade of a 

secondary school. Early admission candidates are 

required to take either the SAT or the ACT 

examinations prior to the year of planned 

entrance to Fisk. The application should be 

accompanied by letters from the applicant's high 

school principal and counselor recommending 

early admission.  

CONDITIONAL ADMIS SION 

Conditional admission is extended to a select few 

candidates who do not present credentials clearly 

sufficient to justify regular admission to Fisk, but 

who, in other ways show promise of success. 

Conditionally admitted s tudents are ordinarily 

restricted to a maximum of a thirteen credit - hour 

course load in the first semester, unless a heavier 

load is permitted by the Provost. In addition, the 

Office of the Provost or the Office of Admission 

may require such students to enroll in a pre -

requisite academic program (Pre-College 

Program, summer school, targeted regular- term 

ÊÖÜÙÚÌÚȺɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÛÖɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÊÏÈÕÊÌÚɯ

for success at Fisk. After a semester of satisfactory 

performance (grade average of "C" or better), 

condi tionally admitted students may register 

without restriction for subsequent semesters. 

While conditionally admitted students are 

allowed to enroll at Fisk, they may not be allowed 

to continue if they fail to meet any of the 

prescriptions contained within th eir official letter 

of admission. Standard satisfactory academic 

progress guidelines do not apply  during the time 

that a student maintains conditional admission 

status.  
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THE APPLICATION PROCESS 

The application process normally involves 

submission of an application for admission to 

Fisk University between September 1 and March 

ƕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÚÌÕÐÖÙɯàÌÈÙɯÐÕɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ

Applicants for admission to the second term 

(spring semester) should file completed 

applications by November 1. Applicants who 

wish to be considered for financial aid are urged 

to apply no later than April 1 in order to receive 

full aid consideration. Many sources of financial 

aid are already fully committed after that date.  

Later applicants in need of financial aid should, 

however, proceed with an aid application; the 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ .ÍÍÐÊÌɯ ÖÍɯ 2ÛÜËÌÕÛɯ %ÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ  ÐËɯ

makes every effort to find adequate aid for all 

qualified students. Financial aid applications for 

spring semester entrants are accepted until 

November 1. It is the responsibility of each 

applicant to ensure that all credentials are 

received by the Office of Admissions. The steps of 

the application process are: 

Complete the application for admission and mail 

it to the Office of Admissions. Ever y question 

should be answered carefully and completely. 

Any false statement, or any omission of an 

essential fact in a student's application, is 

grounds for denial of admission or for subsequent 

cancellation of the student's registration;  

Submit, with the application, the $25.00 

nonrefundable fee; 

Have the School Report and Teacher Report 

forms, along with an official high school 

transcript, submitted directly from the high 

school to the Office of Admission at Fisk. 

Acceptable transcripts must contain an of ficial 

school seal and graduation date or an authorizing 

signature and graduation date. It is the ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚ 

responsibility to ensure that official  documents 

have been received prior to matriculation. Failure 

to do so could impede the registration process. 

The official record should be as complete as 

possible up to the time the application is 

submitted. If the student has attended more than 

one secondary school, transcripts must be 

submitted from each secondary school attended. 

Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT) or American 

College Tests (ACT) are required. SCOREs of tests 

taken prior to January of the senior year are 

preferred. Official test results should be sent to: 

 

The Office of Admission  

Fisk University  

1000 Seventeenth Avenue North  

Nashville, Tennessee 37208-3051 

Fisk utilizes what is called "rolling" admission; 

that is, the application is acted upon when the file 

is complete. When the application file is  

complete, and the student's credentials have been 

reviewed and evaluated, the student is notified of 

the University's action on the application. 

Accepted candidates should then submit a fee of 

$300 ($100 towards tuition, $100 room security 

deposit, and $100 room reservation fee) to the 

Office of Admissions. This fee (100% refundable 

if submitted on or before May 1) is credited to the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÛÜÐÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÙÖÖÔȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÉÖÈÙËȮɯ ÈÕËɯ

guarantees the student space in the entering class.  

Under no circumstances should a student come to 

the University to register without first having 

received a letter of admittance from the Director 

of Recruitment and  Admission.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT  

Advanced placement courses taken in high school 

may qualify students for ad vanced placement 

credits at Fisk. Students are encouraged to submit 

the results of their College Board tests to the 

University for evaluation and credit toward their 

college program. Students who have not 

participated in the advanced placement program, 

but  who believe that their record is outstanding, 

are encouraged to submit the results of the 

appropriate College Board Achievement Tests for 

similar evaluation and credit.  

An entering student may receive advanced 

placement and course credit by scoring either 4 or 

5 on the College Entrance Examination Board 

(CEEB) Advanced Placement Examination, or by 
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performing satisfactorily on a departmentally 

prescribed and administered test. Course credit 

must, however, be approved by the appropriate 

department at Fisk. A  few departments may grant 

credits for a score of 3. 

Entering freshmen, who have taken college work 

during their junior or senior year in high school 

or during summers prior to acceptance at Fisk, 

must report such work to the Office of 

Admissions. Credit w ill be awarded only upon 

determination that the work was in a course 

regularly offered in the curriculum of an 

accredited college or university. The question of 

credit must be settled in advance of the student's 

first registration at Fisk.  

Once an applicant has been accepted in the 

University, any post -secondary work taken 

elsewhere will be considered exactly as it would 

be with a regularly enrolled Fisk student. There 

must be exceptional justification for taking 

courses at other institutions for academic credit.   

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

CREDITS  

Fisk University recognizes the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum as a strong pre-

collegiate program. We encourage students who 

have successfully participated in this program to 

apply to the University. Institutional credit will 

be awarded for IB examination scores of 5, 6 and 

7 that were taken at the higher level (HL) 

standard in the course of study. All examinations 

will be evaluated on a course-by-course basis 

according to the description provided by t he IB 

high school. Contact the Office of the Provost or 

the Office of the Registrar for more information.  

Transfer students, who hold the Associate of Arts 

(A.A.) degree with a liberal arts emphasis from an 

accredited institution, are typically considered to 

have satisfied Fisk University's CORE curriculum 

requirements. The academic records of entering 

transfer students are reviewed on a course-by-

course basis by the Registrar in consultation with 

appropriate faculty to determine transfer 

equivalency. Those who have completed some 

college work (not remedial  courses) at another 

accredited college should apply for advanced 

standing. Transfer admission applicants must 

meet the following requirements:  

Satisfactory completion of at least one, preferably 

two, semesters of college work (30 credit hours or 

greater). Official transcripts for all college work 

(no remediation courses are accepted) must be 

submitted to the Office of Admission at the time 

of application.  Policy will be strictly enforced and 

transcripts wi ll not be reviewed once 

matriculation has commenced. 

Transfer from a regionally accredited institution 

with a total record of satisfactory performance 

indicated by a minimum GPA of 2.5 in college -

level work.  

Students applying as transfers who have 

completed fewer than 30 credit hours are 

required to submit their official high school 

record and SAT 1/ACT scores. 

Transfer students may apply for fall admission 

until June 1. 

Courses taken from accredited colleges, if similar 

to those listed in this Bulletin, will be accepted as 

equivalent to specific Fisk courses for purposes of 

meeting Fisk's graduation requirements, 

according to the judgment of the University 

Registrar or the Provost, in consultation with 

appropriate faculty. Applicants for advanced 

standing  should observe the following 

requirements: 

The transcript of credits must give an accurate 

record of all college work completed. Transcripts 

or records should always come to the University 

directly from the college awarding the original 

credit.  

The titles and descriptions of the courses studied 

at other institutions and catalog numbers for 

those courses should be stated accurately and 

distinctly. Catalogs from institutions for which 

Fisk credit is sought must be submitted with the 

application to Fisk.  

Fisk reserves the right to verify all credits before 

accepting them for transfer. The Registrar 

reserves the right to consult with Fisk faculty 
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members before determining equivalency 

between Fisk courses and courses submitted for 

transfer from other institutio ns. The University 

ÞÐÓÓɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÙÈÕÚÍÌÙɯÊÙÌËÐÛɯÖÕÓàɯÎÙÈËÌÚɯÖÍɯɁ"ɂɯ

or above or of any grade carrying at least 2.0 

quality points per credit on a 4.0 scale. 

Fisk reserves the right to require students who 

have completed freshman English courses 

elsewhere to take one course in composition at 

Fisk. 

A maximum of 62 credit hours can be transferred 

to Fisk. 

Students are classified (freshman, sophomore, 

junior, senior) at entrance, according to the 

credits accepted at that time. Adjustments in 

classification may be made subsequently, if 

warranted.  

Students transferring to Fisk from other 

institutions must spend at least four semesters in 

residence at Fisk, including the last thirty 

semester hours. At least three-fourths of the work 

in the major field must be  taken at Fisk. 

Only college-level credit hours (not grades/not 

remedial courses) are transferred to the 

University . 

 

NON-DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS

Non -degree seeking students are admitted as 

non- matriculating students. Such students are 

often part -time and taking courses for general 

interest. Ordinarily such students are ineligible 

for University financial aid and are not permitted 

to enroll for mor e than twelve semester hours of 

coursework in a given semester. Students who 

hold  non- degree seeking status may, however, 

apply for regular degree candidacy by petition to 

the Director of Recruitment and Admission. 

Credits successfully completed with a gr ade of 

"C" or better while in non -degree seeking status 

may then be accepted toward the requirements 

for graduation.
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READMISSION  

Readmission of former students following an 

interruption of attendance requires 

completion of a re-admission application, 

which may be obtained from the Office of 

Admission. The Director of Recruitment and 

Admission grants re -admission to a student, 

who has withdrawn for at least one semester, 

upon the approval of the Provost, the  Dean of 

Student Engagement, the Registrar and the 

Student Accounts Manager. A $25 re-

admission fee is required. 

Students who file an approved withdrawal or 

leave of absence form prior to withdrawal may 

be re-admitted without payment of the normal 

fees. They must notify the Director of Recruitment 

and Admission of their intent 

to return, in advance of the semester specified 

on the withdrawal or leave of absence form 

and complete a re- admission application 

form. Students who seek re- admission and do 

not have an approved withdrawal form on file 

must follow the usual procedure for re -

admission, with respect to application and 

fees. 

Students who fail to make satisfactory 

academic progress will be dismissed for a 

minimum of one academic year. They may 

apply for rea dmission by contacting the 

Director of Recruitment and Admission after 

one academic year provided they have met the 

readmission conditions specified on their 

dismissal letters. Readmission is not 

guaranteed but is sometimes granted when 

there is clear reason to expect that the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÓÐÒÌÓàɯ ÛÖɯ ÚÏÖÞɯ

dramatic improvement. The best evidence in 

support of a readmission application is a 

transcript from an accredited institution of 

higher education showing strong academic 

performance during the period of dismissal. A 

change of heart is not a good enough reason 

for  readmission. Once determination of 

satisfactory Fisk grade point average or 

outside academic work is made by the Provost, 

the applicant is referred to the Business Office, 

the Office of Student Life, and the Office of the 

Registrar. 

Students who have been readmitted to Fisk are 

placed on academic probation and allowed to 

enroll in no more than twelve credit hours 

until they attain a 2.0 GPA at Fisk (non-

inclusive of credits earned during  the 

dismissal period). Failure to meet Fisk 

satisfactory academic standards, as defined 

above, will result in automatic, immediate and 

final dismissal. Students who receive final 

dismissal letters will not be readmitted.  

Students who are readmitted to  Fisk following 

an absence of two years or less are permitted 

to complete their studies under the terms 

provided in the edition of the Fisk University 

Bulletin that was current at the time of their 

initial matriculation, to the extent possible. 

During some  absences, studies may have 

become outdated, programs may have been 

substantially altered or eliminated by the 

University, or regulations may have been 

revised. For these reasons, students who 

remain withdrawn for more than two years 

prior to readmission a re normally expected to 

meet the degree requirements outlined in the 

Fisk University Bulletin edition that is in force 

at the time of their return to Fisk. Evaluation 

decisions on a readmission application may be 

overridden with justification provided by t he 

Provost or Director of Recruitment and 

Admission.  
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ADMISSIONS 

Fisk is authorized under Federal law to enroll 

non- immigrant students. International students 

should follow regular admission procedures for 

new freshmen or transfer students. In addition, 

international freshmen applicants should submit 

both secondary school academic records, 

including all grade reports (transcripts), and 

leaving/national examination certificates. These 

records must be in both the original language and 

certified English translation. Official transcript 

evaluations can be obtained through Joseph Silny 

& Associates at www.jsilny.com.  The original 

language records must be official school records, 

sent directly to Fisk University by the school, and 

must bear the official stamp or seal of the school. 

Certified copies, sent by the school and bearing 

the stamp or seal of the school, are acceptable. 

Photostatic copies are acceptable providing an 

official of Fisk University makes those copies 

from the original. International transfer 

applicants should submit transcripts from all 

colleges or universities attended or currently 

attending. The records must be official school 

reports, sent directly to Fisk University by the 

school, and must bear the official stamp or seal of 

the school. Certified copies, sent by the school 

and bearing the stamp or seal of the school, are 

acceptable. A syllabus for each course taken may 

also be required for transfer credit to be awarded.  

International students must demonstrate 

proficiency in English by scoring a minimum of 

550 on the paper test or 213 on the computer 

version on the Test of English as a Foreign 

Language (TOEFL). Students not able to meet 

these required TOEFL scores should upgrade 

their English language proficiency at an English 

as Second Language (ESL) center, where they 

must complete the certificate for ESL level 112. 

Upon admission to the University, international 

students pay a $300 enrollment deposit (which is 

applied toward tuition).  

In addition, international students need to show 

evidence adequate financial support and a 

Declaration of certification of Finances Form 

must be submitted before a Form 1-20 will be 

ÐÚÚÜÌËȭɯ ɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛɀÚȮɯÎÜÈÙËÐÈÕɀÚɯÖÙɯÈɯÚ×ÖÕÚÖÙɀÚɯÉÈÕÒɯ

statement is usually required. If the student is to 

be supported by scholarship funds from his or her 

country of origin, Fisk will accept official 

certification of the amount and stipulations of the 

scholarship, sent directly from the appropriate 

government official, in lieu of the enrollment 

deposit. It is only upon satisfaction of this 

financial requirement  that the U.S. Citizenship 

and Immigration Services (USCIS) Form I- 20 (the 

Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F -1) 

Student Status - for Academic and Language 

Students) will be sent to the applicant. The 

student is then officially admitted to the  

University. The University requires that 

international students pay the semester's tuition, 

room, board, and general fees at the time of 

registration or submit concrete evidence of 

support adequate to meet financial obligations to 

Fisk. Students must provide proof of health 

insurance in compliance with the International 

Education Enrichment and Exchange Center 

(IEEEC). 

While international students may qualify for 

some scholarships based on academic merit, 

need-based financial aid is not available. 

Applicat ion deadlines for international 

applicants are March 1 for the fall term and 

November 1 for the spring term.  
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ACADEMIC FORGIVENESS POLICY 

Fisk University recognizes that some potentially 

good students enroll in cur ricula for which they 

may not be suited or properly prepared, resulting 

in poor grades. Although these students may 

become academically successful after changing 

curricula or becoming better prepared for their 

course work, they often are unable to overcome a 

previously poor academic record, a problem that 

can lead to academic probation. To address this 

concern, the University has a policy by which 

students may petition the Provost and Vice 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯ ÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ ÍÍÈÐÙÚɯÍÖÙɯɁÍÖÙÎÐÝÌÕÌÚÚȭɂɯ

Appeals in relatio n to this policy may be directed 

to the Provost and Vice President for Academic 

Affairs, who will chair an ad -hoc committee, 

comprised of a representative from the Academic 

Administrative Council and a representative 

from the Division of Student Engagement . This 

ÊÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ ËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

qualification for forgiveness.  

I. Eligibility  

Academic work attempted prior to acceptance 

under the Forgiveness Policy is reviewed at this 

time. Only the credit hours (not the grades) 

associated with courses in which the student 

earned a grade of C or better are applied to the 

academic program. Neither the hours, nor the 

grades for courses in which a student earned a D 

or F are applied towards graduation. Once 

academic forgiveness is granted, it may not be 

reversed. 

A student may qualify for academic forgiveness 

provided the following conditions are met:  

Must submit Academic Forgiveness Request 

Form; 

Have a break in enrollment for a minimum period 

of two (2) consecutive academic years (four 

semesters, summer sessions excluded); or 

Have attempted at least 12 letter-graded hours 

during the first semester the student is 

readmitted with a minimum GPA of 2.5, and a 

100% satisfactory completion rate (grade C or 

better) after being re-admitted to the University;  

Students who have been enrolled at another 

college/university since their last enrollment at 

Fisk must submit to the Office of Admissions 

official transcripts indicating that a minimum 

cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale has been 

earned in all transferable courses attempted; and 

Only transfer courses taken in which a student 

received a grade of C or better will be accepted 

for transfer credit at Fisk. The sole exception is 

that students may attend Fisk during summer 

sessions for credit, during the two acad emic years 

of non-attendance necessary for the policy to be 

applied.  

Failure to meet the above requirements will result 

ÐÕɯ Èɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÐÕÌÓÐÎÐÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯ ÌßÊÌ×Ûɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ

school, until such a time as a cumulative GPA of 

a 2.5 is achieved. 

II.   Impact  

Once a sÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÌÓÐÎÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯ ÍÖÙɯ  ÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ

Forgiveness is confirmed, the following 

ÈËÑÜÚÛÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ ÉÌɯ ÔÈËÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

academic record: 

All grades earned at Fisk University prior to re -

entry will be excluded from the calculation of the 

GPA (i.e., forgiven); The course title and grade for 

the first completion will be shown on the official 

ÛÙÈÕÚÊÙÐ×ÛɯÉÜÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÕÖÛÌËɯÈÚɯɁÍÖÙÎÐÝÌÕɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

first grade, however, will be removed from the 

calculation of the cumulative grade po int 

average. A statement on transcripts will explain 

which grades have been excluded from the 

program GPA calculation; and  Only credit hours 

earned for courses prior to re-entry with the 

ÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯɁ"ɂɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÙÌÛÈÐÕÌËȭ A student 

who has been granted Academic Forgiveness 

must earn a minimum of 30 credit hours from the 

point of readmission to be eligible to receive a 

baccalaureate degree. A student is only eligible 

for academic forgiveness once during 

matriculation at Fisk University .
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STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

Undergraduate students have a maximum of 

eight (8) years from the date of matriculation to 

complete an undergraduate degree. This 

limitation excludes any leaves of absence that 

may be granted. Students who serve in the 

military and who are called to active duty shall 

not have such absence count toward their statute 

of limitations. The request must be approved by 

the department and submitted to the Provost for 

final action. Requests for an extension of the 

statute of limitations must be accompanied by a 

written departmental assessment of the work and 

its relevance to the current curriculum mandate 

of the degree program.

 

FINANCIAL AID

The student financial aid program at Fisk 

University is based on the principle that all 

eligible, motivated students who earnestly seek 

an education at the University should be able to 

obtain it, regardless of socioeconomic status. In 

implementin g this principle, the University uses 

its student aid resources to provide financial 

support to as many students in need as possible. 

All principles, policies, and procedures 

governing the Fisk student aid program are 

consonant with this basic principle. T hey also 

comply fully with the regulations, which govern 

federally supported student financial assistance 

programs. 

The University strongly endorses the principle 

that the primary responsibility for the financing 

of a student's education rests with the student 

and the student's family, and that any aid 

provided by the University is always 

supplemental to the family's maximum effort to 

provide the necessary funds. The student is 

required to promptly notify the University of any 

outside financial assistance in order to prevent an 

over-award, as defined by the U.S. Department of 

Education. Failure to report such resources may 

result in cancellation of all assistance. 

Financial aid is awarded on an annual basis and 

the amount to be offered is determined by an 

exÈÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯ ÍÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȭɯ

(ÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ Èɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÍÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ ÈÐËɯ ÐÚȮɯ

therefore, highly confidential and discussed by 

the University only with the student and the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯÖÙɯÎÜÈÙËÐÈÕÚȮɯÜÕÓÌÚÚɯÖÛÏÌÙÞÐÚÌɯ

authorized.  

Student aid funds rarely meet all the financial 

needs of eligible students. Students interested in 

applying for federal student aid are encouraged 

to complete their FAFSA applications by March 

15 in order to receive maximum institutional and 

federal funds.  

Institu tional financial aid programs generally 

require academic excellence. Academic 

scholarship programs recognize academically 

talented high school students who wish to enroll 

in the freshman class. Recipients of an academic 

scholarship are selected on the basis of 

outstanding high school records and qualifying 

scores from either the Scholastic Aptitude Test 

(SAT) or the American College Test (ACT). 

Recipients are selected during the admission 

process, and no special application is necessary. 

Additional informat ion about these scholarships 

may be obtained from the Office of Admission.  

Note that all students must be admitted to Fisk 

University before any aid is awarded. Also, no 

actual offer can be made to any student until all 

required documents have been received in the 

Office of Student Financial Aid. A completed 

FAFSA application qualifies the student for 

consideration for the types of aid for which the 

applicant is eligible.  

 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID GRANT 

PROGRAMS  

Eligibility for Financial Assistance  

A student applying for assistance must: 
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¶ Possess a high school diploma or a 

General Education Diploma (GED) 

certificate 

¶ Enroll as a regular student working 

toward a degree or certificate in an 

eligible program  

¶ Be a U. S. citizen or an eligible non -citizen 

¶ Have a valid social security number  

¶ Meet federal requirements for 

Satisfactory Academic Progress (see SAP 

table below) 

¶ Register with the Selective Services 

(draft), if required  

Grants do not have to be repaid. Available grant 

programs at Fisk are: 

¶ Federal Pell Grant 

¶ Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grants  

¶ Tennessee State Grant (Tennessee 

residents only; must be Pell Grant 

eligible)  

¶ D.C. Incentive Grant (D.C. residents only)  

¶ PHEAA State Grant (Pennsylvania 

residents only)  

Loans are borrowed monies that the student 

and/or parent must repay with interest. Available 

loan programs at Fisk are: 

¶ Federal Subsidized/Unsubsidized Loans 

Programs 

¶ Federal Parent PLUS Loan 

¶ Federal Perkins Loan 

For more information on all financial aid 

packages, please visit: www.studentaid.ed.gov.  

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) 

All students who apply for financial assistance 

must complete the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA). University academic 

scholarship recipients must also complete the 

FAFSA. When completing the FAFSA, Fisk 

University m ÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÊÏÖÐÊÌÚȭɯ%ÐÚÒɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯ

of Education code number is 003490. This number 

must be provided on the FAFSA for Fisk to 

receive your application. The deadline for FAFSA 

is March 15; however, the application  process 

may start as early as October 1st of the previous 

year. 

After the FAFSA application has been processed 

and the student has requested that Fisk 

University receive the FAFSA data, Fisk 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛɯ%ÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ ÐËɯÞÐÓÓɯ

receive the Student Aid Report (SAR) results via 

computer through the U.S. Department of 

Education's Electronic Data Exchange Program. 

Applicants may be requested to provide 

additional information to support the 

application. Such additional requested material  is 

considered a part of the financial aid process, and 

the process is considered complete only after all 

materials have been received. It is recommended 

that all requested documentation be promptly 

provided to assure continued consideration of the 

application while funds are available.  

FEDERAL PELL GRANT  

The Federal Pell Grant Program is administered 

by the U.S. Department of Education and is 

intended to be the "floor" of a financial aid 

package. For this reason, all students must apply 

for the Federal Pell Grant in order to be 

considered for other campus -based aid. This 

program is different from the other federal 

programs in that it is an entitlement program. 

This means that all students who are eligible will 

receive these awards. The Federal Pell Grant 

should be applied for as early as possible after 

January 1 of each year. 

Although the student receives the Federal Pell 

Grant through the University, eligibility is 

determined by the U.S. Department of Education. 

Financial need is determined by an annual, 

congressionally approved, formula which is 

applied consistently to all applicants. The 

formula uses the information provided by the 

http://www.studenaid.ed.gov/


  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 36 

 

student and/or parent on the aid application to 

produce an Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 

The EFC is used, along with the total cost of 

attending the institution and the student's part -

time or full -time enrollment status, to determine 

the actual amount of the Federal Pell Grant and 

other financial aid eligibility. For academic year 

2017-2018, Federal Pell Grants will range from 

$592 to $5,920, depending upon the student's 

eligibility as determined by the congressionally 

approved standard formula.  

 

FEDERAL DIRECT EDUCATION LOAN 

PROGRAM 

The Family Federal Education Loan Programs 

enable students to borrow from the U.S. 

Department of Education, through private 

lenders. Students may apply for the Subsidized 

Stafford or the Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 

Programs.  

The maximum a student may borrow as an 

undergraduate under the  Federal Subsidized 

Stafford is $3,500 for the freshman year, $4,500 

for the sophomore year, and $5,500 per academic 

year for the junior and senior years. The total 

subsidized amount that a student may borrow for 

undergraduate study is $23,000. The interest rate 

is determined annually. Th e maximum a graduate 

student may borrow is $8,500 per academic year. 

The total a graduate student may borrow for both 

undergraduate and graduate study is $65,500. 

The maximum a student may borrow under the 

Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Program  is $6,000 

per academic year for the freshman and 

sophomore years and $7,000 per academic year 

for the junior and senior years. The total amount 

a graduate student is eligible to borrow is  $12,000 

per academic year. The total undergraduate 

Federal unsubsidized Stafford  loan limit is 

$23,000 and $73,000 at the graduate level, 

including undergraduate amounts. The interest 

rate on these loans varies. 

OPPORTUNITY GRANT  

The Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) program is for 

students of "exceptional financial need," i.e., 

students with an expected family contribution 

(EFC) of zero ($0.00). Students who qualify for 

FSEOG funds receive no less than $200 and no 

more than $2,000 per year. The University 

determines the amount of FSEOG to award each 

student each year. In general, students may 

receive the FSEOG as long as they continue to 

make satisfactory academic progress, and as long 

as they remain enrolled in a course of study 

leading to a first -time bachelor's degree. 

FEDERAL WORK-STUDY PROGRAM  

The Federal Work-Study Program (FWS) 

provides jobs for students who have substantial 

financial need and who must earn a part of their 

educational expenses. The institution provides 

jobs on campus in various departments or units. 

The pay rate begins at $9.00 per hour and may be 

increased during  periods of non -enrollment. 

#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯàÌÈÙȮɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÚÌÛɯ

around class schedules. During periods of 

enrollment, students are allowed to work a 

maximum of 20 hours per week and up to 40 

hours per week during periods of non -

enrollment.  

FEDERAL PERKINS LOANS 

Federal Perkins Loans are for students who are in 

need of a loan to meet their educational expenses. 

This program will be discontinued after 

September 30, 2017. At this current time, only 

students who have received a prior disbursement 

in a prior year are eligible for Perkins Loans. 

Recipients must meet University graduation 

requirements to be eligible. This is a loan and it 

must be repaid. One may borrow up to $4,000 per 

year as an undergraduate student and a total of 

$15,000 for undergraduate study. The amount of 

the loan is determined by the Office of Student 

Financial Aid. Repayment begins nine months 

after graduation, upon departure from school, or 

when enrollment is less than half time . Students 

may be allowed up to ten years to repay the loan.  
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During the repayment period, students are 

charged five percent interest on the unpaid 

balance of the loan principal. No payments are 

required for up to three years while the student 

serves in the Armed Forces, the Peace Corps, or 

VISTA, or while the student is enrolled at least 

half time in an approved educational institution. 

There are cancellation procedures for borrowers 

who enter certain fields of work.  

 

UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND SUPPORT 

Fisk University also receives funding from The 

United  Negro College Fund (UNCF) to provide 

financial aid to deserving students. All recipients 

are nominated by the Office of Student Financial 

Aid. If a student is nominated, he/she may be 

required to submit add itional data or to complete 

an application. There is no separate application 

prior to the nomination process. Applicants 

should not call  the UNCF offices. The entire 

×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÏÈÕËÓÌËɯÉàɯ%ÐÚÒɀÚɯOffice of Student 

Financial Aid.  

CONTINUED FINANCIAL AID ELIG IBILITY  

Eligibility for continued financial aid requires not 

only that the student submit all required 

applications and supporting materials in a timely 

manner, but also that the student comply with the 

University policy on Satisfactory Academic 

Progress. The policy (see Academic Requirements 

and Standards) was established in compliance 

with the Educational Amendment of 1980, which 

provides that a student is eligible to receive funds 

from federal student aid programs at an 

institution of higher education if  the student is 

maintaining satisfactory academic progress in the 

course of study he or she is pursuing and 

pursuing his/her education according to the 

standards and practices of that institution (HEA 

Sec. 484 c). Students readmitted to the University 

must meet the satisfactory academic progress 

requirements in order to receive financial aid.  

Renewal of Aid  Students must reapply for 

financial aid each year. Fisk University requires 

every student to have a completed file before any 

type of aid program ɬ including University 

academic scholarships ɬ is considered. The 

FAFSA is used to reapply for financial aid.  

APPEALS TO THE COMMITTEE ON 

FINANCIAL AID  

Students that are readmitted on probation must 

appeal for their continued eligibility for financial 

aid. A gra ce period of one semester is permitted 

if a student is placed on academic probation 

before the student becomes ineligible for Title IV 

federal financial aid.  

 

Also, this one-semester grace period may not 

automatically be permitted if the student's 

transcript has shown two consecutive semesters 

below standards. This policy is designed to assist 

ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ 4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ #ÌÍÈÜÓÛɯ ,ÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ /ÓÈÕȭɯ

During the grace period, the student must 

reestablish performance at the level required to 

merit removal from probation; otherwise, 

eligibility for further aid is suspended until the 

student is removed from probation. The student 

is notified by the Office of Student Financial Aid 

when the grace period begins. 

An appeals process is also available to students 

whose aid eligibi lity is suspended for failure to 

make satisfactory academic progress. Such 

students may appeal to the Satisfactory Academic 

Progress (SAP) Committee by addressing a 

typewritten notice of appeal to the SAP 

Committee, in care of the Director of Student 

Financial Aid. Such appeal notice must be received in 

the Office of Student Financial Aid by the published 

deadline or it will not be reviewed. The SAP 

Committee reviews appeals as promptly as 

workload allows and endeavors to notify 

students of the disposition of appeals within two 

weeks following the date of receipt of the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÈ××ÌÈÓɯÕÖÛÐÊÌȭɯ 

PAYMENT OF TUITION  

Payment is due on or before the date of 

registration each semester and must be by 

personal check, certified check, cashier's check, 

money order, t raveler's check, cash, or by 
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MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or American Express 

credit cards. 

All accounts are payable in full before a student 

can be registered for the semester. Special 

permission is required from the chief financial 

officer and the Provost for late registration after 

the first day of the period designated as late 

registration. Students whose term bills remain 

unpaid by the fourth week of the semester are 

normally prohibited from attending classes after 

that time. In summary, a studenÛɀÚɯ ÞÏÖÚÌɯ

accounts are not paid in full at the due date will 

be regarded as delinquent. Such student will be 

denied the privileges of registration, attending 

classes, obtaining academic transcripts, using the 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ ÍÈÊÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ ÖÙɯ ÉÌÐÕÎɯ ÊÌÙÛÐÍÐÌËɯ ÍÖÙɯ

graduation. In addition, they may not be cleared 

to join the fraternity or sorority of their choice.  

Students may be dropped from the University at any 

time for nonpayment of fees.  

Remittances may be mailed to: 

Fisk University  

1000 Seventeenth Avenue North  

Student Accounts - Business Office  

Nashville, TN 37208-3051 

 

Mailed remittances not received by the Business 

Office at least three business days before 

registration may arrive too late to be processed 

for registration. Payment in person may be made 

throu gh registration day. Advance payment will 

reduce the time spent in the registration process 

and ensure that the student will complete 

financial registration on time.  

Financial aid is credited to the student's account 

only upon authorization from the Office  of 

Student Financial Aid.  

Anticipated state awards  federally insured 

guaranteed loan proceeds, and other outside 

assistance will be credited to the student's 

account when the funds are received in the Office 

of Student Financial Aid or the Business Office. 

Grades transcripts and diplomas are withheld 

from students having outstanding balances with 

the University, and, at the discretion of the 

University, seniors with unpaid bills by the end 

of the school year may not be allowed to 

participate in graduation exercises. 

Students are not permitted to register with the 

University until all accounts due for previous 

terms have been paid.

DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED FEES 

Recurring Fee: The Recurring fee is assessed to 

cover the costs of a range of areas not covered 

under tuition, room and board charges. These 

areas include, but are not limited to, the 

following:  

Student Activities and Cultural Enrichment -

The costs associated with campus events and 

programs that benefit student engagement, 

cultural experience and campus life such as 

intramurals, social programs, Student Activity 

Board, student publicati ons such as Student 

Planner/Handbook and the Fisk Athletics Forum , 

University Convocations, Global and 

Community Lectures Series, public lectures, book 

readings, and cultural events designed to 

develop students as critically thinking leaders 

who are knowledgeable and reflective of their 

place in the world.  

Technology - The costs associated with the 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ ÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙɯ ÚàÚÛÌÔɯ È××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ

support services, and core infrastructure that is 

central to the academic units of the University as 

well as to the student experience. 

Campus Access and Safety- The costs associated 

w ith ensuring  proper safety personnel and 

equipment, safety and emergency alert systems, 

as well as 24/7 campus safety supports such as 

escort services across campus. 

Undergraduate Testing Fee - The costs for initial 

math, languages and computer proficiency 

placement tests for incoming first -year students. 
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The recurring fee also covers the cost for general 

education proficiency pre and post testing at the 

start and end of students completing all core 

curriculum required courses. Finally, the cost for 

exit examinations for all graduating seniors upon 

completion of all required declared major courses 

are covered by the recurring fee. 

OTHER FEES /CHARGES ASSESSED UPON 

OCCURRENCE 

Science Lab Fee- Laboratory fees are charged to 

defray the cost of providing and main taining 

instructional ÌØÜÐ×ÔÌÕÛɀÚ in laboratories. The fee 

also covers the cost of using consumable 

materials (e.g. glassware, chemicals, paper, 

and/or other media) or use of department 

equipment or facilities during instruction in 

science lab or lecture/lab, special storage and 

proper disposal of chemicals and clean-up so as 

to meet the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) requirements. 

Matriculation and Orientation Fee -The one-time  

only fee charged to all newly admit and enrolled 

students at Fisk University to cover the cost 

associated with transfers, advising, and other 

services related with admissions. The Fee is 

assessed during the first term in which a student 

is both admitted and enrolled at Fisk University. 

The fee also defrays the cost of new student 

orientation, activities and programs such as 

dinners for students and families, social 

activities, educational programs, field trips, etc.  

Acceptance Fee (U.S. Students): Admitted 

candidates should submit a fee of $100.00 to the 

Office of Admission. Thi s fee (100% refundable if 

submitted on or before May 1) is credited to the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÛÜÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÈÕËɯ ÎÜÈÙÈÕÛÌÌÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯ

space in the entering class. It is a demonstration 

of intent to enroll and can be carried for two 

semesters. Campus housing papers will not be 

submitted to students until this fee is paid.  

Acceptance Fee (International Students) - 

Admitted international students should submit a 

fee of $ 1,000 (100% refundable if the applicant is 

not able to secure a non-immigrant student visa) 

is credited tÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÛÜÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÎÜÈÙÈÕÛÌÌÚɯ

the student space in the entering class. I-20 

paperwork and campus housing papers will not 

be submitted to the student until this fee is paid.  

Commuter Meal Plan - A student may purchase 

as commuter meal plan and eat any meal on any 

day of the week while meals are served. The 

University offers four plan types: 25, 50, 75, and 

100 commuter meal plans. To activate a meal 

plan, the student must apply through the Office  

of Student Engagement and remit payment for 

the charge to the Business Office. 

Credit by Examination Fee - This fee is assessed 

to defray the administrative costs associated with 

the coordination, design and administration of 

the credit by examination test . Students are also 

required to pay the tuition associated with each 

course they intend to include on their transcript 

through this process. 

Graduation Fee - The Graduation Fee is assessed 

only to all graduates in the year of 

Commencement. The onetime fee defrays the 

commencement expenses for undergraduate and 

graduate students which include, but are not 

limited to, cap and gown fees, printing of student 

diplomas, the Baccalaureate program, the 

commencement program and location, facilities, 

speakers, honorary degrees, various receptions, 

and any other expenses associated with 

Commencement. 

Applied instruction fees for voice instruction are 

waived for students who are accepted into the 

Fisk Jubilee Singers ® and music majors on the 

Molly Taylor Stevenson. Musi c Scholarship. The 

applied music fee applies to MUS 110 Principles 

of Jazz Improvisation and MUS 120 Introduction 

to Music Technology. The funds are used for 

instrument maintenance, adjunct faculty salaries, 

and accompanist fees. Note that the rates shown 

on the table above are those in effect at the time 

of publication of this Bulletin. They are subject to 

change. 

Library Fines : Library fines are charged for lost 

books and for books not returned by the date due. 

Charges not paid to the library when due may 

cancel the student's privilege of borrowing 
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books. A minimum fee of $70 is charged for each 

library book that is lost. The fee covers the cost of 

replacement, including reordering and 

processing. Failure to pay library fines will 

restrict the student from final examinations, 

graduation, and securing transcripts.  

TUITION, ROOM AND BOARD REFUND 

POLICY 

Refunds of tuition are paid to students who 

withdraw from  the University, depending upon 

the time of the semester when they withdraw. 

Eligibility for refunds is according to the 

schedule shown below. For purposes of 

computing eligibility fo r a refund of tuition, the 

date of withdrawal is considered to be the last 

day of attendance in class(es), signed by the 

faculty. No claim for tuition refund considered 

until this form has been completed and turned 

into the Office of the Registrar. Students 

dropping a course that results in a change in 

tuition and fee assessment are charged for the 

course on the same pro-rata schedule established 

for withdrawal. For purposes of computing 

eligibility for a refund of room and board, the 

date of withdrawal is considered to be the last 

day signed by the Dean of Student Engagement 

or his/her duly designated proxy official.  

For financial aid recipients who are not entering 

first - semester students, Fisk will calculate the 

institutional refund using the appropriate  

percentage as listed. Students on financial aid 

should expect that, any refunds due them under 

this policy may be paid to the financial aid source  

rather than to the student personally. A detailed 

policy statement on refunds for students on 

financial aid is available from the Office of 

Student Financial Aid.  

The period of attendance begins the first day of 

ÊÓÈÚÚÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÌÈÊÏɯÚÌÔÌÚÛÌÙȭɯ ɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÓÈÚÛɯËÈàɯÖÍɯ

class attendance must be documented by the 

faculty. When a student officially withdraws 

from the Univ ersity, the Office of the Registrar 

will officially notify the Business Office and 

.ÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛɯ%ÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ ÐËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

last day of class attendance by recording it on the 

withdrawal form.  

Refunds will be made to students  who officially 

withdraw from Fisk University prior to the end 

of the semester as follows. For more details, 

please refer to the Business Office and Office of 

Student Financial Aid website. 

 

PLANNING A FISK UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

A primary purpose of this Bulletin is to assist 

students and prospective students in planning a 

program of study leading to a Fisk  University  

degree. The student has primary responsibility 

for this planning ɬ not the faculty academic 

advisor or any other University official. Students 

should study this section of the Bulletin with 

special care and should be certain to keep 

themselves informed as requirements and 

changes in University policies. The best way for 

students to keep abreast of University policy 

changes is to check the Fisk website at 

www.fisk.edu and to use their University -

assigned email address. 

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION  

Orientation is a process designed to assist new 

students wi th adjustment to the University and 

the Fisk Experience. This process begins with 

Orientation Week, which is held prior to the 

beginning of Fall classes. During this period, new 

students arrive on campus to begin a series of 

activities designed to facilita te their smooth 

transition to University life at Fisk. Students who 

begin their tenure at Fisk in the Spring will 

participate in a short orientation session as soon 

as classes resume in January. 

It is during Orientation Week that students take 

placement examinations that help them select the 

appropriate courses to begin their studies. 

Students also engage in activities designed to 

http://www.fisk.edu/
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provide strategies for academic success by 

attending required seminars focusing on the 

student as an individual who assumes 

responsibility for a successful career at Fisk. 

Orientation extends throughout the year and 

includes academic advisement, personal 

counseling, University convocations and cultural 

events, and a host of other student activities 

designed to assist the student through a 

successful transition to University life.  

Placement Tests 

Students whose placement test scores indicate a 

need for additional review in mathematics are 

required to register for MATH 100 Intermediate 

Algebra, before proceeding to CORE 131 or to 

more advanced study in mathematics.  

MATH 100 carries four hours of academic credit, 

but on a non-degree basis only ɬ which means 

that credits earned for this course will not be 

counted among the 120 hours minimally required 

for a Fisk baccalaureate degree. 

Students who test into the course must 

successfully complete it in order to receive a 

degree, unless a waiver is granted by the Provost. 

Incoming students whose highest level of 

mathematics instruction was Algebra II and 

whose grade earned was B+ or less will be placed 

in Math 100-Intermediate Algebra.  

Students who earned grades of A or A- in 

Algebra II will be placed in Math 101. Incoming 

students who have successfully completed Pre-

calculus as their highest level of mathematics 

instru ction with a grade of B -, C+ or C will be 

placed in Math 101-College Algebra, otherwise 

Math  100. If a grade of B or higher is earned in 

Pre-calculus, the students are placed in Math 110-

Precalculus. Incoming students who have 

successfully completed Calculus as their highest 

level of mathematics instruction with a grade of 

B-, C+ or C will be placed in Math 110- Pre-

calculus, otherwise Math 101. A grade of C- is not 

acceptable. Those students earning B, B+, A- or A 

in Calculus will be placed in Math 120 -Calculus 

I. Student that failed high school  

Pre-calculus or Calculus will be placed in Math 

100 or Math 101. Incoming students with the 

following AP scores for Calculus will receive the 

specified credit and placement: 

AP Score 

  

Credit   Placement  

3 Pre-

Calculus - 

Math 110 

Calculus I - 

Math 120 

4, 5 Calculus I - 

Math 120 

Calculus II - 

Math 130 

Students presenting with documentation which 

supports a different placement than those listed 

above, will be assessed individually by the 

mathematics department.  Transfer students will 

have their mathematics courses evaluated for 

equivalency. The rules for prerequisites will then 

be applied. Music and foreign language test 

results are used by academic advisors and 

departments to assist students in determining the 

most appropriate levels at which to initiate their 

studies at Fisk. Other standardized examinations 

are available for more advanced students. 

 

PROFICIENCY EXAMINATIONS  

The Computer Proficiency Test (CPT) is a 

graduation requirement a t Fisk University. 

Students must either pass the CPT or pass CSCI 

100 or BAD 110 before receiving a degree from 

Fisk. Transfer students who demonstrate that 

they have passed a comparable test or a course 

comparable to CSCI 100 or BAD 110 at their 

previous institution will be exempted from the 

CPT. 

Major Field Tests and Exit examinations are 

required. Senior students are administered these 

exams during the academic year they expect to 

graduate. Acceptable scores 

are determined by each discipline and 

consequences for underperformance varies. 

Students may have to repeat the test(s). Results 

from both examinations are used to 1) provide an 
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index to student learning; and 2) to make 

appropriate modifications to curricula, teaching 

methodologies and course sequences. 

 

FACULTY ACADEMIC ADVISOR  

The role of the faculty academic advisor is crucial 

to the successful planning of a Fisk education. A 

faculty academic advisor assists the student in 

deciding a course of study leading to a liberal arts  

degree. The student, however, assumes the 

primary responsibility for the selection of courses 

that meet all University requirements.  

Each entering student is assigned a faculty 

academic advisor. When possible, freshmen are 

assigned to faculty members in their expected 

major discipline or in an allied area. Faculty 

members often serve as advisors to students 

outside their own disciplines when students have 

not yet selected a major. The faculty academic 

advisor helps ÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ

progress. 

This Bulletin includes suggested program plans 

for each of the available majors. Transfer 

students, however, may need to vary the 

suggested sequence of studies in order to 

complete an entire program in the desired 

number of semesters; and other students may for 

other reasons need to deviate from the suggested 

program plan. For their own protection, students 

are advised to draw up their own plans of study 

leading to the degree and to consult in detail with 

their faculty academic advisors about these 

plans. 

Faculty academic advisors at Fisk are careful to 

provide good counsel but students are 

responsible for maintaining regular contact with 

their advisors in order to stay abreast of changing 

course offerings and academic regulations. Two 

conferences per semester with a faculty academic 

advisor should be regarded as a minimum level 

of contact. Since most contact between student 

and advisor is verbal rather than written and thus 

is not a matter of record, it cannot be the faculty 

academic advisor's responsibility  to protect the 

student against misunderstandings of University 

regulations and policies. The University cannot 

be responsible for any errors of interpretation 

faculty academic advisory may make. For this 

reason, it is essential that students familiarize 

themselves personally with the contents of this 

Bulletin.  

STUDY PLAN  

The study plan ɬ a detailed plan of courses to be 

completed for the degree ɬ should be developed 

by the student, in consultation with the faculty 

academic advisor, at the end of the first semester 

at Fisk or as soon as a major has been selected. 

The purpose of the study plan is to ensure that, 

early in the student's career at Fisk, a coherent 

sequence of academic experiences has been 

developed, to lead to graduation with the 

appropriate req uirements of the CORE 

Curriculum, major and elective courses. Changes 

should be made in consultation with the faculty 

academic advisor. During the second semester of 

the junior year, the student should arrange for a 

formal review by the faculty academic ad visor of 

the study plan, as revised, up to that point. This 

review provides the student the best opportunity 

to ensure that all requirements can be met in time 

for scheduled graduation. It is essential that this 

review be conducted. Since the faculty academic 

advisor's informal approval of the study plan 

does not constitute a contract obligating the 

University to confer a degree, it remains at all 

times the student's responsibility to see that all 

applicable requirements are met. In order to 

avoid errors, t he student is advised to keep a 

complete record of all college work, showing 

courses completed, courses in progress, and 

courses remaining to be taken. 

Selection of courses is the student's 

responsibility. Students need to be familiar with 

all academic requirements set forth in this 

Bulletin, in order to assure that the courses they 

select are appropriate for the program of study 

they have chosen to pursue. In particular, 

undergraduate students should be sure to meet 

all University CORE Curriculum requireme nts; 

the foreign language requirement; all 

requirements for the student's chosen field(s) of 
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concentration; and the requirement for a 

minimum of 120 credits (more in some major 

fields) for the undergraduate degree. The 

University's undergraduate degree req uirements 

are summarized within this Bulletin, with 

requirements specific to each major specified in 

the appropriate section of this Bulletin. Graduate 

degree programs courses and requirements are 

enumerated in the Graduate Studies Bulletin.  

Students should also be sure that their courses 

are planned in appropriate sequence, with 

needed prerequisite courses completed prior to 

enrollment for more advanced study.  

Courses appropriate for freshmen include 

selected CORE Curriculum courses and any 

course listed in this Bulletin with a catalog 

number in the 100 to 199 range. 

Occasionally, with the permission of the 

Instructor, freshmen may be permitted to enroll 

in courses numbered in the 200 to 299 range. In 

general, however, entering students concentrate 

their studies in the CORE Curriculum, which 

extends across a three-year period. For students 

who enter with their intended major already 

selected, the program plan for the discipline of 

major study, as printed in this Bulletin, provides 

a suggested sequence of study. 

Courses for new transfer students in their first 

year at Fisk usually need to be individually 

prescribed, since transfer students vary widely in 

the extent and content of college study 

previously completed. The Registrar, in 

consultation with t he Office of the Provost and 

with appropriate faculty members, analyzes the 

transcripts of incoming transfer students to 

determine in each case which Fisk requirements 

have already been met through equivalent study 

at other institutions. A report of this a nalysis is 

provided to the incoming student's faculty 

academic advisor and becomes a basis for 

development of the first semester's class schedule 

and a plan for subsequent study. 

The sequence of courses taken is determined by 

the prerequisites listed in th e course description 

and by the level of the course as indicated by the 

course number. Course instructors may waive 

prerequisites with appropriate approval at the 

time of registration. Students are given latitude 

in selecting course offerings, as long as 

prerequisites and other criteria for course 

admission are met. In certain cases, where the 

course is in the major field of study or a cognate 

course for the major, approval of the department 

chair may also be required. Graduate courses 

may be open to advanced undergraduate 

students with the approval of the Instructor . 

Fisk University will offer, through articulation 

agreements, the opportunity for deserving 

students from two -year community colleges to 

ÖÉÛÈÐÕɯÈɯÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÍÐÌÓËɯÖÍɯ

inter est at Fisk. It is expected that assistance will 

be offered throughout the transfer process. 

Interested students are encouraged to contact the 

Office of Admission, the Office of the Registrar or 

the Office of the Provost for more information on 

the two -year/Fisk transfer process. 

 

CROSS-REGISTRATION 

Cross-registration is available for Fisk students 

wishing to supplement their Fisk coursework 

with studies at Meharry Medical College, 

Belmont University and/or Vanderbilt 

University.   

Cross-registration is permissible only for courses 

not offered at Fisk University and for classes that 

can accommodate additional enrollments at the 

targeted institution. Registration proceeds at Fisk 

and through established procedures that 

guarantee class and laboratory spaces at the 

cooperating institution. Permission for cross - 

registration must be obtained in advance from 

the advisor, appropriate department chair, and 

the Provost. Credit hours and grades are 

transferred back to Fisk. 

Eligibility require ments include:  

¶ Being an upper-class student 

¶ Possessing a cumulative grade point 

average of 3.0 or better 
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INTERNSHIPS 

Internships are offered as courses through 

several disciplines, such as music, psychology, 

political science, and business, and involve 

academic work that takes place in a setting other 

than a University classroom, laboratory, library, 

or studio. The experience is directly related to the 

understanding or application of the discipline 

offering the internship. A maximum of four 

semester hours of experiential coursework may 

be counted for the Fisk degree; one such 

experience may be elected each term. For general 

information and referrals, contact the Office of 

Career Services. 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY  

Independent study is available for students 

wishing to pursue subjects not covered in the 

normal course offerings of the University. 

Interested students are to identify a faculty 

mentor and determine the goals and objectives of 

the independent study. Students often use 

independent study to explore initial research 

opportunities and/or to gain practical experience 

in the application of their discipline in 

professional and community settings. An 

approved written proposal entitled Registration 

for Independent Stud y is developed by the 

student and faculty mentor and is submitted for 

È××ÙÖÝÈÓɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ ÊÏÈÐÙȮɯ

dean, and the Provost. This proposal is filed with 

the Registrar at the time of registration.  

STUDY ABROAD  

Fisk students can participate in study abroad and 

international exchange programs. Fisk 

recognizes the importance of study 

abroad/international exchanges in the liberal arts 

and sciences curriculum. Students are not 

restricted to the programs cited above. They are 

encouraged to apply to any other legitimate and 

accredited program ɬ but not listed above ɬ that 

they are interested in. Academic experience 

abroad challenges undergraduate scholars to 

think beyond the cultural structure and 

assumptions contained in their disciplines. It 

helps to develop cross-cultural communication, 

analytic skills, global perspective and to polish 

language proficiency. Applications for study 

abroad programs have deadlines in September 

and October for spring semester and in March 

and April for the fall semester.  

Students may earn up to sixteen credit hours for 

a semester study abroad program and six credit 

hours for participation in summer programs. 

Expenses for these programs are borne by the 

student. While studying abroad students remain 

registered at Fisk University. As registered 

students and U.S. citizens, students are entitled 

to financial aid. Most forms of financial aid 

(federal loans and grants as well as Fisk need-

base and merit-based scholarships) may be 

applied to cover the costs of a study abroad 

experience. [Please check with the staff of the 

Office of Student Financial Aid for eligibility and 

availability of funds.]  

In order to earn academic credits for the study 

abroad experience, the student must submit to 

the Office of International Programs (OIP) on or 

before the deadline dates, a completed study 

abroad program application, a Study Away Form 

approved by the Provost and a Pre- 

Registration/Registration Form from the Office of 

the Registrar. Study abroad programs are 

approved for one semester. A study abroad 

lasting for more than one semester requires 

special approval through the Office of the 

Provost. 

The study abroad experience involves a lot of 

advance preparation, so interested students 

should start planning their study abroad 

experience at least one year in advance. Students 

are advised to contact the OIP as soon as they 

have selected a program. Help is provided with 

application processes, credit transfers and travel 

arrangements. 
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To be eligible for a study abroad experience, a 

student must:  

¶ Be a full -time Fisk degree candidate 

pursuing a normal program of studies  

¶ Participate in an approved study away 

program  

¶ Meet University requirements for 

sophomore standing. 

¶ Possess a credible academic record with a 

2.8 or 

¶ higher grade point average 

¶ Be in good financial standing with the 

University  

¶ Be in good social standing with the 

University  
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ACADEMIC HONORS

LATIN HONORS  

Summa Cum Laude ("with greatest 

honors/praise") graduates are those whose 

cumulative grade point average over the entire 

Fisk career is at least 3.70. 

Magna Cum Laude ("with high honors/praise") 

graduates are those whose cumulative grade 

point average over the entire Fisk career is at least 

3.50. 

Cum Laude ("with honors/praise") graduates are 

those whose cumulative grade point average over 

the entire Fisk career (determined on the basis of 

four or more semesters of resident work) is at 

least 3.30. 

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS  

Departmental Honors are conferred at 

Commencement on graduating students based on 

outstanding achievement in the major field. 

Departmental honors require a minimum 3.3 

grade point average in courses taken in the major 

discipline.  

HONOR SOCIETIES 

Honor societies also recognize outstanding 

academic achievement among students within 

their particular departments or programs. Fisk 

has several honor societies recognizing academic 

excellence in a variety of disciplines. Students 

may be elected to membership in the following 

honors societies: 

PHI BETA KAPPA  (Delta of Tennessee Chapter)  

The Phi Beta Kappa Society was founded by five 

students at the College of William and Mary in 

1776, during the American Revolution. Phi Beta 

Kappa is the oldest and one of the most 

prestigious honor societies in the United States. 

In addition to advocating excellence in the liberal 

arts and the sciences, it also promotes freedom of 

inquiry and liberty of thought and expression. 

There are 500,000 members, at 280 American 

colleges and universities. Among  the many 

members, there have been 17 United States 

presidents, 38 Supreme Court justices and 138 

Nobel laureates. Fisk University was the first of 

four historically black colleges to be chartered 

with a Phi Beta Kappa Chapter. The Fisk Chapter, 

the Delta of Tennessee, was charted in April  1953. 

There were eight charter members and two 

foundation members, one of whom was Dr. John 

Hope Franklin. Four students were the first 

initiates, inducted in May  1953. Eligibility 

Criteria for Election of Undergraduate Students 

to Membership in Phi Beta Kappa: 

¶ Eligible students shall be candidates for a 

ÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯÈɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÍɯ ÙÛÚɯÈÕËɯ

Sciences or its institutional equivalent.  

¶ They shall be majoring in an area of the 

liberal arts or sciences. 

¶ They shall include not less than 90 

semester hours of liberal work among the 

120 hours ordinarily required for the 

degree. 

¶ Grades earned in professional or applied 

work shall not be counted in computing 

the grade point averages for purposes of 

eligibility.  

¶ Candidates shall have demonstrated, by 

successful work in high school or college, 

or in the two together, knowledge of 

mathematics and of a foreign language at 

a level at least minimally appropriate for 

a liberal education. 

¶ Completion of at least six semesters of 

liberal arts w ork at Fisk University shall 

be the requirement for election. Transfer 

students will be considered eligible for 

election to the Delta Chapter of Tennessee 

if and only if they have:  

¶ Been at Fisk University for four  semesters 

by their senior semester; 

¶ Earned at least a 3.3 cumulative grade 

point average as transfer students; 

¶ Earned at least a 3.8 cumulative grade 

point average while at Fisk University; 
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and met all other requirements for 

eligibility.  

¶ Grades earned in applied or professional 

work shall not be counted in computing 

the grade point average for purposes of 

eligibility.  

¶ In the case of exchange students, grades 

secured in other colleges shall not be 

computed but the time  spent as an 

exchange student shall be considered as 

residence at Fisk University.  

Students who would like to be considered for 

election after six semesters, must have a 3.7 

minimum grade point average. The minimum 

average for election on the basis of seven or eight 

semesters of completed work shall be 3.5. 

The number of undergraduate e lected to 

membership from any class, including those 

elected after six semesters and beyond, shall in no 

case exceed 10% of the number of students with 

liberal arts majors who are eligible to become 

members of Phi Beta Kappa. 

 

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA  

Alpha Kappa Delta, founded in 1920, is an 

international honor society whose purpose is to 

promote an interest in the study of sociology, 

research on social problems, and such other 

social and intellectual activities as will lead to 

improvement in the human condition. Fisk 

University formed the Alpha Chapter of 

Tennessee in 1945. 

Eligibility for membership is determined by the 

following criteria: The student must be a declared 

sociology major or demonstrate a serious interest 

in sociology; must be at least a junior; and must 

have an overall cumulative grade point average 

of 3.0. The student should also have a 3.0 grade 

point average in sociology courses and have 

completed at least four regular courses in 

sociology prior to initiatio n. 

 

 

ALPHA MU GAMMA  

Alpha Mu Gamma is the national collegiate 

foreign language honor society of the United 

States and Puerto Rico. More than 300 chapters in 

public and private colleges and universities offer 

membership to students who have excelled in 

college study of any foreign language beyond the 

intermediate level. Eligibility for membership is 

determined by the following criteria: the student 

must have an overall GPA of at least 3.0 and 

ÌÈÙÕÌËɯÎÙÈËÌÚɯÖÍɯɁ ɂ in at least two courses of 

one foreign language. The aims of Alpha Mu 

Gamma are (1) to recognize achievement in the 

field of foreign language study; (2) to encourage 

an interest in the study of foreign languages, 

literatures, and civilizations; (3) to sti mulate a 

desire for linguistic achievement; and (4) to foster 

sympathetic understanding of other people.  

 

BETA KAPPA CHI  

Beta Kappa Chi, founded in 1923, is a scientific 

honor society established for the purpose of 

encouraging and advancing undergraduate and 

graduate scientific education through original 

investigations, the dissemination of scientific 

knowledge, and the stimulation of high 

scholarship in mathematics and the natural 

sciences. 

Students are honored who have a minimum 

grade point average of at least 3.0 with 64 

semester hours, including 17 hours in biology, 

chemistry, mathematics, physics or psychology. 

The society seeks to inspire and support the 

pursuit of knowledge and academic excellence 

during the entire career of each member. Beta 

Kappa Chi is a member of the Association of 

College Honor Societies. 

To be considered for membership, a student must 

show noteworthy achievement in biology, 

chemistry, mathematics, physics, or psychology. 

To be elected to membership, an undergraduate 

student must have completed at least 64 semester 

hours of work with a grade point average of "B" 

(3.0) or better. Seventeen of these hours must be 
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in one of the aforementioned discipline with a 

grade average of "B" (3.0) or higher. 

DELTA MU DELTA  

Delta Mu Delta is a national honor society in 

business administration. The society was 

founded in 1913, while the chapter at Fisk 

University was established in 1990. There are 

approximately 150 chapters located at fully 

accredited private and public colle ges and 

universities across the U.S. mainland and Hawaii. 

Membership is accorded to undergraduates who 

are majors in business administration. Eligibility 

criteria for election of students to Delta Mu Delta 

are as follows: 1) the student must be a candidate 

for the baccalaureate degree in business 

administration; 2) the student must have 

completed at least eight business courses with a 

grade point average of 3.3 or higher; and 3) the 

student must be of good character and possess 

leadership potential for a socially useful and 

satisfying career of service. 

SIGMA TAU DELTA  

Sigma Tau Delta. Sigma Tau Delta, the 

International English Honor Society, confers 

distinction for high achievement in English 

language and literature in undergraduate, 

graduate, and professional studies. 

Candidates for undergraduate membership must 

have completed a minimum of two college 

courses in English language or literature beyond 

the usual requirements in freshman English. The 

candidate must have a minimum of a B or 

equivalent average in English and in general 

scholarship. must rank* at least in the highest 

thirty -five percent of his/her class and must have 

completed at least three semesters or five 

quarters of college coursework. 

Candidates for undergraduate membership need 

not be majoring or minoring in the discipline of 

English. *This requirement may also be 

interpreted as "have an overall B average in 

general scholarship" (e.g., 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale). 

MORTAR BOARD, INC.  

Mortar Board, Inc., founded in 1918, is a national 

honor society that recognizes college seniors for 

their achievements in scholarship, leadership, 

and service. 

Mortar Board, Inc. provides opportunities for 

continued leadership development, promotes 

service to colleges and universities, and 

encourages lifelong contributions to the global 

ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ%ÐÚÒɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ&ÖÓËɯ*Ìàɯ"ÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯ

was installed in 1975 and became the first Mortar 

Board Chapter at a predominantly Black 

institution.  

To be eligible for membership, the student must 

be a junior, have a cumulative grade point 

average of 3.0 or better, and possess leadership 

potential.  

PI SIGMA ALPHA  

Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Honor Society in 

Political Science, was founded in 1920. Its 

chapters are established political science, 

completion of at least ten semester hours in in 

colleges and universities of accredited and 

recognized standing that offer degree programs 

in political science. 

The primary qualifications of student candidates 

for active membership include declaration of 

major in political scienc e, manifested interest and 

high scholarship in political science, promise of 

outstanding achievement in political science, an 

average grade of B or higher in all political 

science courses, a grade point average of 3.0 or 

higher, and a rank in the upper thi rd of the 

college class. 

PSI CHI 

Psi Chi, the National Honor Society in 

Psychology, was founded in 1929, and has 

chapters at more than 890 senior colleges and 

universities throughout the nation. Fisk was 

granted a chapter in 1981. The purposes of Psi Chi 

Society are to encourage, stimulate, and maintain 

scholarship of the individual members and to 

advance the science of psychology. Membership 

in Psi Chi recognizes not only scholastic 

achievement and interest in psychology, but 
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attendance at an accredited school with a faculty 

and curriculum meeting standards approved by 

Psi Chi and the Association of College Honor 

Societies. 

To be eligible for membership, an undergraduate 

student must be a major in psychology and have 

completed at least nine semester hours in 

psychology. Candidates are required to have a 

cumulative grade point average of 3.0, both 

overall and in psychology courses, and to rank in 

the upper 35 percent of their class in general 

scholarship. 

SIGMA PI SIGMA  

Sigma Pi Sigma honors outstanding scholarship 

in physics; to encourage interest in physics 

among students at all levels; to promote an 

attitude of service of its members towards their 

fellow students, colleagues, and the public; and 

to provide a fellowship of persons who have 

excelled in physic s. Founded in 1921, Sigma Pi 

Sigma is a member honor society of the 

Association of College Honor Societies. Election 

to Sigma Pi Sigma is a lifetime membership. 

Sigma Pi Sigma chapters are restricted to colleges 

and universities of recognized standing that  offer 

strong physics major programs. The chapters 

receive into membership undergraduate and 

graduate students, faculty members, and a few 

others in closely related fields. 

Students elected to membership must attain high 

standards of general scholarship and outstanding 

achievement in physics. The Society of Physics 

Students (SPS) was formed in 1968, with the 

union of Sigma Pi Sigma and the AIP Student 

Sections. Today Sigma Pi Sigma is housed within 

the Society of Physics Students. 

SIGMA XI  

Sigma Xi Chapter membership is held jointly by 

Fisk, Meharry Medical College, and Tennessee 

State University. The chapter, which is the 

scientific research society of North America, 

provides in its bylaws that its objective is  to 

encourage original investigation in science ɬ pure 

and applied ɬ and the fields of activity of the club 

are the pure and applied natural sciences. In 

general, these fields include the physical 

sciences, the life and agricultural sciences, the 

earth sciences, the medical sciences, 

mathematics, and engineering. Student 

candidates should have a minimum grade point 

average of 3.0; however, the requirement may be 

waived in exceptional cases where a student 

shows promise. Achievement must be evidenced 

by writ ten report or thesis. 
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ACADEMIC REQUIREMENT AND STANDARDS 

 

%ÐÚÒɀÚɯÌß×ÌÊÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÐÛÚɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯËÌÓÐÉÌÙÈÛÌÓàɯ

high. Fisk students are expected to develop the 

capacity for independent scholarship and for 

intellectual, professional, and civic leadership. This 

means insisting upon the most exacting standards of 

intellect and character, including a high level of 

individual responsibility, not only for one's own 

academic success but also for the welfare of the 

campus community.  

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

The undergraduate degree requirements are: 

CORE curriculum: 37ɬ41 semester hours of 

prescribed common courses, in the liberal arts with 

a grade of C, D or higher. 

Foreign language requirement: three semesters of 

college study, or equivalent, in one foreign 

language. Students who have studied a foreign 

language for at least two years in high school may 

register for advanced placement in that language if 

they score satisfactorily on a foreign language 

placement examination given during the new 

student orientation period. Students with extensive 

prior background in a foreign language are not 

required to pursue language study at Fisk, if their 

placement scores indicate a mastery of the language 

equivalent to at least the second year of college 

study. Thus, the language requirement calls for a 

level of achievement equivalent to two years of 

college study ɬ not for a specified number of credit 

hours. Fisk offers instruction in Spanish and French, 

but students who can document appropriate 

competence in another foreign language may 

petition to substitute that language.  

 

Note: Students enrolled in dual -degree 

engineering programs in cooperation with other 

institutions and students seeking the B.S. degree 

in physics are exempt from the foreign language 

requirement. [B.A. candidates in physics are not 

exempt.] 

 

1. Computer competency requirement prior to 

graduation, all students must demonstrate 

basic proficiency in the areas of: Word 

processing, spreadsheet development, 

electronic presentations, e-mail, and the 

internet. The pretest for competency will be 

administered each year. Classes such as CSCI 

100 or BAD 110 are offered to assist  

 

students in meeting competency standards in 

each area. Computer competency is part of the 

permanent record for each student. 

2. Completion of an academic major of at least 32 

semester hours of study, depending on the 

field chosen, and including work in related or 

"cognate" fields. Specific requirements, 

including minimum and maximum hours of 

study, have been established within each of the 

available majors and are listed in the 

appropriate sections of this Bulletin. The total 

number of hours for any major, for joint 

majors, and for the elected studies major 

normally shall not exceed 64 semester hours of 

credit in approved courses. Courses beyond 

the required credit -hour maximum in a 

discipline or elected studies major will not be 

counted toward the minimum credit -hour 

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌȭ 

To accompany the major, there are minor 

fields of study available in computer scie nce, 

music business, African-American studies, 

and women and gender studies. Completion 

of a minor field is not, however, a degree 

requirement. Minor programs are comprised 

of 18-21 semester hours in the specified 

programs. 

Note: Students should be aware that no 

student shall be eligible for election to Phi Beta 

Kappa whose major or combined major and 

related minor exceed 48 semester hours. 

3. General elective coursework ɬ any 

combination of additional courses not in a 

student's chosen major or minor field, which 
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are sufficient to bring the total number of 

degree-credit semester hours to at least 120. 

4. Grades of "C" or better in all courses in the 

major field and in required courses in cognate 

areas. 

5. A cumulative grade point average (GPA) 

of 2.0 ("C" or better) as a degree 

requirement for all academic work 

completed at Fisk. 

6. Minimum of six semesters of study at Fisk 

for students who enter the Univ ersity with 

Freshman standing; or, for transfer 

students, a minimum of four semesters of 

study at Fisk. Transfer students should take 

at least three-fourths of the work required 

for the major at Fisk. All students must 

complete the final 30 semester- hours of 

work at Fisk, except when participating in 

approved cooperative programs with other 

institutions, or by special permission from 

the Provost. Completion  of all degree 

requirements within twelve semesters of 

full -time study at Fisk or equivalent in part - 

time study, except where an extension of 

time has been approved by the Provost. 

7. Completion of the Computer Proficiency 

Examination or CSCI 100 or BAD 110 and 

the Exit Examination given to students 

with senior classification.  

8. Demonstration of promise of us efulness to 

the community and observance of 

appropriate standards of ethical conduct, as 

determined by the University.  

9. Completion of an application for the 

degree in the Office of the Registrar, per 

the specified deadline, of the academic 

year in which gra duation is expected. 

Degree requirements for each of the 

baccalaureate degrees offered at Fisk are 

described in departmental program 

offerings. 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS  

All students, both full -time and part -time, are 

classified by semester hours of credit earned as 

follows:  

 

Freshmen ................ Under 30 hours 

Sophomores ........... 30 to under 60 

hours 

Juniors ................... 60 to under 90 

hours 

Seniors ................... 90 or more 

hours 

 

Full -time students are those who register for 

twelve or more semester hours per term; three-

quarter time students are those who register for 

at least nine hours but fewer than twelve (9- 11 

credit hours); and half -time students are those 

who register for at least six but fewer than nine 

(6-8 credit hours). "Credit hours attained" do not 

include credits for courses showing transcript 

notations of "E," "F," "I," and "WD. Courses 

bearing these notations are included, however, in 

determining the number of semester hours for 

which the student h as registered each term, and 

hence in determining full -time or part -time 

status. 

GRADING SYSTEM  

The course grading system at Fisk is as follows: 

¶ 3ÏÌɯÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ ɂɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯÏÐÎÏɯ

ØÜÈÓÐÛàȭɯ3ÏÌɯÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ!ɂɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÝÌÙàɯ

good work.  

¶ 3ÏÌɯ ÎÙÈËÌɯ ÖÍɯ Ɂ"ɂɯ ÐÕdicates acceptable 

work.  

¶ 3ÏÌɯ ÎÙÈËÌɯ ÖÍɯ Ɂ#ɂɯ ÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯ ÞÖÙÒɯ ÈÛɯ Èɯ

minimal passing level.  

 

Plus, and minus grades may be attached to letter 

ÎÙÈËÌÚȭɯ&ÙÈËÌÚɯÈÞÈÙËÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÔÐÕÜÚɯȹɁ-ɂȺɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯ

achievement at the lower limit for that grade; grades 
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ÈÞÈÙËÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÓÜÚɯȹɁǶɂȺɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÈÛɯ

the upper limit for that grade.  3ÏÌɯÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ"-ɂɯÐÚɯ

not acceptable toward fulfillment of departmental  

requirements for the major or minor or for cognate 

ÊÖÜÙÚÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÖÙɯÔÐÕÖÙȭ 

Grades of "D" do not count toward fulfillment of 

departmental requirements for the major or the 

minor, nor are "D" gra des acceptable for cognate 

courses in the student's major or minor. Fisk does 

not accept "D" or equivalent grades from other 

institutions in transfer toward a Fisk degree.  

3ÏÌɯÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ$ɂɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÈÐÓÐÕÎɯÎÙÈËÌȮɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÍÈÐÓÜÙÌɯ

to meet the minimum requirem ents of the course. 

Under some circumstances, the "E" grade is given 

when the student's work is incomplete or when the 

student has withdrawn from the course. A course 

for which the grade of "E" is given must be repeated 

and a higher grade earned, if credit is desired.  

 

Pass/Fail Grade 

Pass/Fail grades are given in some laboratory 

sections. Selective pass/fail grading is also available, 

at the student's option, in order to provide wider 

opportunities for students to pursue courses ou tside 

the major field, without competition from students 

specializing in the discipline in which the course is 

offered. Students may take no more than twelve 

hours of coursework under the pass/fail option, and 

the coursework may be for general elective credit 

only.  

A grade of "P" (passing) is awarded for work at the 

"D" level or better. Work below the "D" level is 

assigned a grade of "F" (failure). Pass/fail grades are 

available only to students of junior or senior 

classification, who are in good academic standing 

and enrolled for fourteen credit hours or more in the 

semester. No more than one course per semester 

may be taken on a pass/fail basis in the junior year, 

and no more than two per semester in the senior 

year. Students must indicate on their registration 

cards those courses they wish to take on a pass/fail 

basis. Students enrolling on a pass/fail basis must 

meet the same standards of achievement as other 

students, including the same attendance and other 

course requirements such as class recitations, tests, 

papers, and examinations.  

The Registrar will provide for each Instructor, at the 

beginning of the semester, a list of students 

registered on a pass/fail basis for that Instructor's 

classes. Students are not permitted to change their 

status from letter grade to pass/fail, or vice versa, 

after the close of normal registration  

Credits earned by examination are also shown on 

the student's transcript with the grade of "P," and are 

not counted among the twelve hours of coursework 

permitted on the pass/fai l basis. The requirement of 

junior or senior standing for pass/fail grading does 

not apply when "P" grades are assigned for credit by 

examination; nor are "P" graded credits, when 

earned by examination, subject to the usual pass/fail 

restriction specifying  use of credit for general 

elective purposes only. 

I NCOMPLETE GRADES  

The grade of "I" (incomplete) is given when the 

student has substantially and satisfactorily 

completed the work in a class but due to 

unavoidable circumstances (illness or other valid 

reasons) lacks no more than two distinct course 

completion requirements.  The student must have 

achieved an average of "C" or better in work 

completed for the course and will be responsible for 

having a clear understanding of the requirements 

for the completion of the course and removal of the 

"I". Work done must be submitted b y the last day of 

classes during the next semester in which the 

student is enrolled, and the "I" grade must be 

removed by the end of the next semester during 

which the student is enrolled; otherwise it is 

automatically replaced with a failing grade (E).  

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION  

Credit by examination is available to students 

whose experience or independent study has led to 

mastery of the content of Fisk courses they would 

otherwise have to take. To be eligible for 

participation in this program, students must be  

enrolled at Fisk and must be carrying a full load of 

class work. Since the purpose of the program is to 

allow for the demonstration of achievement outside 



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 53 

 

of the normal academic process, no student may use 

this option to receive credit for a course in whi ch he 

or she has previously received a failing grade. The 

examinations are normally scheduled with the 

approval of the Provost. Students may be permitted 

to take two examinations on each day. A list of the 

courses for which the credit-by-examination option  

is available and maintained in each division office, 

the   Office of the Registrar and in the Office of the 

Provost. Students seeking credit by examination 

must petition the School Dean or the Chair of the 

CORE Curriculum Committee in writing, giving the 

course number, title, and hours of credit, together 

with a brief statement of justification, mentioning 

such matters as high school courses taken in the 

field, any special work experience, or independent 

study background in the content field. For 

continuin g students, the deadline for petitions is the 

end of the registration period. A nonrefundable fee 

is assessed before each examination. A student will 

be assessed tuition charges for all credit hours 

earned by this method. 

 

The School Dean or the Chair of the CORE 

Curriculum Committee will report to the Provost on 

the acceptability of the student's justifications 

within one week from the receipt of the petition. The 

division may exclude certain courses from the 

credit -by-examination process. 

The student must take a written examination and/or 

complete additional measures to demonstrate 

mastery. The examination will come from the 

discipline or school in which the course is taught. It 

must be reviewed and approved by the discipline 

faculty or by the discipline f aculties, if more than 

one discipline is involved. The division will 

promptly notify students of the exam results. 

Students who fail to pass the examination may 

petition for one additional chance and must pay the 

fee again. If the student passes, the course will 

appear on the student's transcript for that semester 

with a grade of "P." Records of failure for credit by 

examination do not appear on the transcript.  

W ITHDRAW ALS FROM COURSES 

3ÏÌɯ ÎÙÈËÌɯ ÖÍɯ Ɇ6#Ɇɯ ȹÞÐÛÏËÙÈÞÕȺɯ ÈÕËɯ Ɂ6%ɂɯ

(Withdrawn Failing) are given to a student who has 

been enrolled for a course during the first weeks of 

the semester but has filed a properly approved 

withdrawal form with the Registrar before the 

beginning of the mid -semester examination period. 

Instructors must indicate consent on the withdrawal 

form. The grade of "WP" (withdrawn passing) is 

given when a student files a properly approved 

withdrawal form with the Registrar between the 

beginning of the mid -semester examination period 

and before the beginning of the final examination 

period, but only if the Instructor certifies on the 

official grade report that the student's standing in 

the course was at a "D" grade level or better at the 

time of withdrawal.  

The grade of "WF" (withdrawn failing) is given 

when a student files a properly approved 

withdrawal form with the Registrar between the 

beginning of the mid -semester examination period 

and a date four weeks before the beginning of the 

final examination period b ut the Instructor certifies 

on the official grade report that the student was 

failing the course at the time of withdrawal. Any 

student who is failing a course and requests a 

withdrawal after this period will receive a grade of 

Ɂ$ɂɯ%ÈÐÓȭ  

M ID -SEMESTER REPORTS 

Mid -semester reports are required from each 

Instructor for all students who are doing 

unsatisfactory work ("C -" level or below) in that 

Instructor's courses at midterm. Students are 

notified of any such reports by the Registrar and are 

required to meet with their faculty academic 

advisors to discuss the possible reasons for the 

deficient performance and to make plans for 

improvement. The absence of a mid- semester 

deficiency report, however, does not constitute a 

passing grade. It is, therefore, the student's 

responsibility to remain in contact with instructors 

in case of any question about the student's 

performance level. 

M ID -TERM AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS  
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Mid -term and final examinations are important 

evaluative inst ruments in most Fisk courses. The 

midterm examination often provides much of the 

basis for the Instructor's mid -semester report. A 

written final examination, or equivalent, is required 

by University policy in all courses yielding 

academic credit at the undergraduate level. Final 

examinations are given during a specially scheduled 

examination period following the end of classes. 

Students are responsible for arranging any end- of-

term work or travel plans in such a way as to avoid 

conflict with the final exam ination schedule. Work 

and travel plans do not constitute reasons to be 

excused from final examinations. 

GRADE CHANGES  

Grade changes may be made to correct a grade 

report. All such changes are initiated by the course 

Instructor and approved by the appropriate 

department chair and by the  

School Dean or prior to being recorded in the Office 

of the Registrar. Once filed in the Office of the 

Registrar, grades are no longer the property of the 

Instructor and cannot be changed because of a 

revision of the judgment of the Instructor. In no case 

may a second examination or assessment of new 

work be undertaken after the date of the semester 

report in order to secure a new grade. 

Grade changes must be made no later than the last 

day of classes for the next succeeding fall or Spring 

semester. If the grade change is for Summer, or 

December terms the change must be completed by 

the last day of the succeeding Fall, or Spring 

semester. No exceptions will be made to this policy. 

A PPEALING A GRADE  

An awarded grade shall be final. A change of grade, 

however, may be permitted under certain 

exceptional circumstances. The Provost will 

evaluate appeals concerning a change of grade only 

if the following steps and procedures have been 

observed: 

Step 1: The student shall seek a conference with 

and/or forward a written appeal to the Instructor 

awarding the grade. This step shall occur as soon 

as possible but definitely no later than the end of 

the fourth week of the semester following that in 

which  the grade was awarded. 

Step 2: If the Instructor is no longer at Fisk or if the 

student is not satisfied with the outcome of the 

conference in Step 1, an appeal may be made to the 

chair of the department in which the course was 

offered. Such appeal shall be made no later than 

two weeks after the meeting in Step 1 and no later 

than the end of the sixth week of the semester 

following that in which the grade was awarded. 

This appeal should be made in writing by the 

student giving all reasons and providing all  

documents in support of the change of grade. 

Requests that do not include specific reasons and 

supporting documents will not be considered. The 

chair must notify the student regarding the result 

of the appeal within 30 days after the written 

request is submitted.  

Step 3: If the student is not satisfied with the 

outcome of the appeal process in Step 2, an appeal 

may be made to the School Dean in which the 

course was offered. This appeal should be made in 

writing by the student giving all reasons and 

providi ng all documents in support of the change 

of grade. Requests that do not go through Step 2 

and that do not include specific reasons and 

supporting documents will not be considered. The 

School Dean must notify the student regarding the 

result of the appeal within 18 days after the written 

request was submitted. 

Step 4: If the student is not satisfied with the 

outcome of the appeal process in Step 3, a final 

appeal may be made to the Office of the Provost. 

This appeal should be made in writing by the 

student giving all reasons and the summary of the 

outcomes in Step 1 through 3. Requests that do not 

go through Step 1 through 3 will not be 

considered. After careful review of the file, the 

Office of the Provost will notify the petitioner of 

the final decision. 

GRADE POINT A VERAGES  

Grade point averages are computed for each 

semester of a student's enrollment at Fisk University  

and as a cumulative average for the student's entire 
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undergraduate career. The grade point average 

(GPA) is important for several reasons. First, a 

minimum 2.0 GPA is a graduation requirement at 

the undergraduate level. There are GPA 

requirements for various academic honors and 

within the major field in many departments. And, 

most crucially, there are minimum GPA 

performance levels required in order to maintain 

satisfactory academic progress and be retained at 

Fisk in good standing, with eligibility for financial 

aid. 

 

3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÎÙÈËÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÐÚɯÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌËɯÉàɯ

assigning points to Fisk courses on the student's 

transcript. The number of quality points assigned to 

specific grades for each credit hour of work is as 

follows:  

 

Grade Points 

   A 4.00 

   A- 3.70 

   B+ 3.30 

   B 3.00 

   B- 2.70 

   C+ 2.30 

   C 2.00 

   C- 1.70 

    D 1.30 

 

The grade point average is derived by dividing the 

total number of quality points earned by the total 

number of credit hours attempted, excluding from 

the latter total any hours for which grades of "P," "F," 

"I," or "WD have been recorded. When students 

repeat courses, only the last grade received is 

considered in determining grade point average. 

Standards and practices vary from one institution to 

another: the Fisk grade point average reflects only 

coursework done at Fisk University. Transfer 

coursework is not considered in the calculation of a 

grade point average. 

 

SATISFACTORY A CADEMIC PROGRESS (SAP) 

POLICY  

Fisk University has the following Satisfactory 

Academic Progress (SAP) Policy. Fisk will be 

consistent in applying  the SAP policies to full & 

part time, independent  and dependent students. 

 

MINIMUM SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC 

PROGRESS (SAP) STANDARDS  

Maintain required cumulative Grade Point Average 

(GPA) based on matrix below, or higher (a 

qualitative measure). 

 

Total Number of Credits  Minimum Cumulative  

Attempted  GPA 

1-24 1.80 

25-36 1.90 

37 or more 2.00 

To be considered in academic good standing the 

student must earn the minimum number of credit 

hours expected based on the number of terms 

attended (12 or more credit hours attempted per 

term). A full -time student is expected to fulfill the 

requirements for graduation in six years or less. A 

minimum of 120 credit hours are required for 

graduation.  

 

Students who fail to maintain the mini mum 

requirements for satisfactory progress or who fail to 

maintain the terms of their admission letters will be 

dismissed from the University. Fisk University 

summarily reserves the right to withdraw 
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disruptive students, as well as students who fail to 

meet their financial obligations to the institution.  

 

 

 

Dismissal for failure to meet satisfactory 

academic standards is by action of the Committee 

on Standards and Degrees or the Provost, and 

will usually occur after three semesters (i.e., one 

semester of low academic performance, one 

semester on Academic Warning, and one 

semester on Academic Probation), or anytime the 

Committee on Standards and Degrees or Provost 

determines that a student will be unable to fulfill 

all graduation requirements within 12 semesters 

of full -time study or equivalent, plus approved 

summer study.  

 

ACADEMIC DISMISSAL  

Academic dismissal from Fisk  University  is by 

action of the Provost or the Committee on 

Standards and Degrees. Students are dismissed at 

the end of any semester if they are already on 

academic probation and continue to perform at a 

Credit Hour Requirements 

 

 

 

Years of 

undergradua

te 

study 

FULL-TIME STUDENTS 

Must attainé 

3/4 TIME STUDENTS 

Must attainé 

HALF TIME STUDENTS 

Must attainé 

 

Credit hours 

 

Cum. GPA 

 

Credit hours 

 

Cum. GPA 

 

Credit 

hours 

Cum. GPA 

1 24 2.0 18 2.0 12 2.0 

1.5 36 2.0 27 2.0 18 2.0 

2 48 2.0 36 2.0 24 2.0 

2.5 60 2.0 45 2.0 30 2.0 

3 72 2.0 54 2.0 36 2.0 

3.5 84 2.0 63 2.0 40 2.0 

4 96 2.0 72 2.0 46 2.0 

4.5 108 2.0 81 2.0 52 2.0 

5 120 2.0 90 2.0 58 2.0 

5.5  99 2.0 64 2.0 

6  108 2.0 70 2.0 

6.5  94 2.0 76 2.0 

7  117 2.0 82 2.0 

7.5  126 2.0 88 2.0 

8   94 2.0 

8.5   100 2.0 

9   106 2.0 

9.5   112 2.0 

10   118 2.0 

10.5   124 2.0 
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level too low to show promise of removal from 

probation, or if they have received a previ ous 

warning letter and have shown subsequent 

deterioration in performance. Academic 

dismissal for students admitted under the 

conditional admission status may occur 

immediately upon failure to meet any or all 

prescriptions outlined in the official acceptan ce 

letter. 

Note: The satisfactory academic standing 

guidelines discussed above do not apply to 

students who hold conditional admission status. 

Conditional admission status is extended to a 

select few candidates who do not present 

credentials clearly suffic ient to justify regular 

admission, but who, in other ways, show promise 

of success at Fisk University . Students admitted 

under this special status are restricted to a 

maximum 12 credit -hour course load during the 

first semester of enrollment at Fisk University , 

unless a heavier load is permitted by the Provost. 

For conditionally admitted students, interruption 

of academic work up to dismissal may occur at 

any time for failure to meet any or all 

prescriptions of the official admission letter. 

Specific conditions are outlined for each 

conditionally admitted student within his/her 

official acceptance letter to Fisk University. Once 

conditional admission status has been removed, 

the standard satisfactory academic standing 

guidelines apply.  

APPEALS  

Reconsiderations are sometimes granted when 

the student submits a written request to the 

Provost. Such a request must be received in the 

Office of the Provost within ten working days 

following the date on the University's letter to the 

student giving notice of d ismissal. Requests are 

considered by the Provost or the Committee on 

Standards and Degrees and notice of the outcome 

is mailed to the student within two weeks 

following receipt of the appeal. The Provost or 

the committee may reverse a prior academic 

dismissal action only when the student presents 

evidence of: 

¶ Persistent debilitating illness  

¶ Unanticipated personal or family 

hardship  

¶ Successful management of the illness or 

hardship in a way that it is unlikely to 

ÐÕÛÌÙÍÌÙÌɯ ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚ 

progress. 

Failure to update mailing addresses with the 

1ÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÙɀÚɯ ÖÍÍÐÊÌɯ ÈÕËɤÖÙɯ ÈÓÓÌÎÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÖÍɯ

missed/lost mails are not valid reasons for 

reconsideration. Students who are unable to meet 

deadlines for reconsideration requests, due to failure 

to provide a current address to the University 

Registrar have forfeited their eligibility for 

reconsideration from dismissal or from any other 

obligations of the University that involves notification 

requiring addresses or phone numbers. 

RECONSIDERATION REQUEST 

Readmission of dismissed students is not 

considered until at least one academic year has 

elapsed following the dismissal action. 

Reinstated students will be placed on academic 

probation during the first semester following 

return to Fisk, and they will be require d to attain 

a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better or be subject to 

a second dismissal. A student who has been 

academically dismissed from the University more 

than once will not be reinstated. It is the student's 

responsibility at all times to keep the Office o f the 

Registrar informed of changes in local and/or 

permanent address. 

 

EXCUSES AND ABSENCE NOTICES 

The University administration, consistent with 

this policy, does not normally issue excuses for 

students' absences from class. Occasionally, 

however, a student may miss class due to a 

University -sanctioned educational activity, such 

as participation in a Fisk Jubilee Singers'® tour or 

a scheduled athletic competition. Excuses for 

absence due to participation in University -

sanctioned activities are issued by the Provost. In 

such cases, students are given the opportunity to 

make up work missed. On occasion, the Office of 

the Provost may also receive documentation of a 
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student's illness, death in a student's family, or of 

a similar emergency. In these situations, the 

Office of the Provost may, at its discretion, issue 

memorandum requesting faculty members to 

permit the student reasonable latitude to make up 

any class work missed during the period of the 

emergency. Such memoranda, however, do not 

constitute excuses for absence and students 

remain at all times bound by the stated policy in 

the courses in which they are enrolled. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY  

Academic honesty is required in all situations. 

Plagiarism and other forms of misrepres entation 

or dishonesty (including falsification of 

signatures) are grounds for failure. A student's 

ÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÞÖÙÒɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÎÜÈÙÈÕÛÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

thoughts and expressions in it, except where 

credited to another source, are the student's own 

Dishonest work includes, but is not limited to the 

following:  

¶ help of any kind on examinations or 

tests 

¶ Using books, papers, or notes of any 

kind or in any part or copying from any 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÚÖÜÙÊÌɯ ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯ (ÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ

authorization, receiving help in 

preparation or revis ion of a paper to 

such an extent that it destroys the 

original character or individual style of 

the paper. 

¶ Any other misleading or dishonest 

practices. 

¶ Giving or receiving aid by 

communication or  

¶ At a minimum, penalties include loss of 

credit for the course but suspension and/ 

or dismissal from the University are also 

possible sanctions. In a case of academic 

dishonesty, an Instructor may decide to 

give the student no credit for the work 

in question or for the course as a whole 

or may decide to recommend 

suspension or expulsion. If the student 

disagrees with the Instructor's decision, 

s/he may request in writing a review of 

the grade that follows the procedures 

specified in the Appealing a Grade 

section in this Bulletin  

 

 

 

.

 

  



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 59 

 

ACADEMIC REGULATIONS AND POLICIES 

It is the student's responsibility to understand 

and observe all academic regulations and policies 

outlined in this Bulletin, and in any supplements 

and revisions to thi s Bulletin that may be issued. 

The academic policies and requirements of the 

University  are intended to be firm, and the 

University seeks to administer them with 

consistency and evenhandedness. 

When exceptional circumstances require students 

to request waivers of normal academic policies 

and requirements, these requests should be 

addressed in writing with a student academic 

petition form. Variations in normal policies, 

requirements, and standards may be considered 

only when there is a strong rationale for 

divergence from the normal practice in a 

particular case; when there is no likelihood that 

the variation will set a precedent that could 

adversely affect the University's standards; and 

when, in the judgment of the appropriate 

University authorities, it is in the educational 

interests of the petitioning student, and not 

contrary to the interests of other students or of the 

University, that the waiver be granted. 

Accordingly, waivers are not considered for such 

fundamental University standards as credits, 

grades, or GPA requirements for graduation. 

Students' failures to plan or carry out their work 

appropriately or in a timely manner, or to 

acquaint themselves with applicable University 

regulations, do not constitute sufficient reason for 

waiver of a normal st andard, regulation, 

requirement, or practice.  

Fisk assumes no responsibility for students' 

errors in planning their studies. It is the student's 

responsibility to be familiar with the contents of 

this Bulletin, and with whatever changes in its 

provisions m ay be adopted during the lifetime of 

this edition. In addition to the Bulletin, the 

University provides the services of the admission 

staff, the Registrar, the Academic Advisor, the 

Office of Student Life staff, the Office of the 

Provost, and the Faculty Academic Advisor to 

assist the student in understanding Fisk's 

programs and regulations. As University 

programs evolve according to the best 

educational judgment of the faculty, 

administration, and trustees, the University will 

publish announcements of changes. It remains at 

all times the student's responsibility to stay 

informed of University policies . 

In general, students should plan their programs 

according to the provisions of the most recent 

edition of this Bulletin as published at the time of 

the student's first matriculation at Fisk. Students 

who return to Fisk after an absence of two or more 

years or however, are subject to the terms of the 

Bulletin edition that is current at the time of their 

return to the University. The University also 

reserves the right, at any time, to adjust 

requirements for graduation in accordance with 

current offerings, changes in accreditation and/or 

changes in program approval standards.  

ACADEMIC CREDIT  

Academic credit at Fisk is given in the form of 

semester hours. Class time of fifty minutes per 

week for one semester constitutes one semester 

hour of academic credit. The typical Fisk course 

is for four semester hours of credit, although 

courses carrying other credits are offered. 

SEMESTER HOURS 

The normal student course load for 

undergraduates is sixteen semester hours. 

Twelve semester hours constitute a minimum for 

full -time student status at the undergraduate 

level; the maximum is eighteen semester hours 

per term. 

Approval to register for hours ex ceeding the 

maximum  must be obtained from the Provost 

upon the written recommendation of the faculty 

academic advisor. The permission to take an 

overload is restricted to students whose grade-

point average was at least 3.0 in their most recent 

semester prior to requesting an overload, with the 

following exceptions: 1) Students expecting to 

graduate in the year in which the overload is 

requested; and 2) students whose suggested 



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 60 

 

program plans, as printed in this Bulletin, suggest 

that more than eighteen hours be taken if timely 

graduation is to occur. Under no circumstances is 

approval given for a schedule in excess of twenty-

two semester hours per term. Credit hours in 

excess of eighteen are assessed an overload fee for 

each excess hour.  

It is the University 's assumption that students, in 

registering for courses, accept significant 

obligations for out -of-class work. Normally 

students should plan on spending at least two 

hours of work and study time outside of class for 

every hour spent in class. Thus, a sixteen-hour 

course-load is apt to amount to at least a 48- hour 

work week (16 hours in class plus 32 hours out of 

class study) for the student who keeps up 

appropriately with her/his studies. An eighteen -

hour course load entails a 54-hour  work week, 

and so on. 

CONTACT HOURS POLICY  

Fisk University defines a credit hour as a 

reasonable approximation of the student learning 

outcome equivalency of an amount of work 

represented in intended learning outcomes and 

verified by evidence of student achievement that 

reasonably approximates not less than, at a 

minimum, the federal definition:  

One hour of classroom or direct faculty 

instruction and a minimum of two hours of out -

of-class student work each week for 

approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, or 

the equivalent  amount of work over a different 

amount of time; or  

At least one equivalent amount of work as 

required in paragraph (1) of this definition for 

other academic activities as established by the 

institution, including laboratory work, 

internships, practica, studio work, and other 

academic work leading to the award of credit 

hours. 

The above policy is applicable to all courses 

offered, regardless of the mode of delivery and or 

session length (e.g., full term-length, weekend 

mode, abbreviated term, face-to-face, hybrid, 

online, etc.). 

REGISTRATION 

Registration ɬ selection of courses for the 

semester ahead ɬ is required at designated times 

during each semester. All continuing students are 

required to register for each semester. Students 

should consult with their as signed faculty 

academic advisors. If a student enters classes not 

advised by their advisor, the student takes full 

responsibility for the impact this may have on 

their progress toward graduation. Students who 

do not register during registration times will be 

ÊÏÈÙÎÌËɯÈɯɁÍÈÐÓÜÙÌ-to- ÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙɂɯÍÌÌɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯ

enrolled during the previous semester.  

These students may also discover that the courses 

in which they seek to enroll are unavailable due 

to enrollment capacity. The only students exempt 

ÍÙÖÔɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ×ÙÐÖÙ ÚÌÔÌÚÛÌÙɂɯ ÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

requirement are incoming freshmen and transfer 

students, who were not on campus during the 

semester prior to that for which they are to enroll.  

Students are not required to make arrangements 

for financial aid or for payment of tuiti on at the 

time of registration but  are advised to check their 

status with the Business Office before the end of 

each semester. These consultations can help 

prevent delays in processing financial aid 

requests at the beginning of a new semester. 

Registration is re-opened at the beginning of each 

semester. For students who have previously 

registered and whose financial accounts with the 

University are current, this registration process is 

normally quick and routine. For all others, this 

represents late registration and they will be 

assessed a late registration fee accordingly. It is 

essential, however, that students be sure they are 

accurately registered for each course they wish to 

take. University policy requires that a grade be 

recorded for each course for which the student 

has a signed registration on file with the 

Registrar, and inaccuracies on registration forms 

may result in damaging consequences to 

students' academic records. 

The periods set aside for registration in each 

semester are stated in the academic calendar. All 

deadlines must be observed. Students who 
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register late might not be able to register for the 

classes they need or desire or get a schedule they 

would prefer. A fee is charged for late 

registration.  

Each student will receive a validated 

id entification card for the current semester as s/he 

completes the registration process. These cards 

are required for access to University facilities, 

including residence halls, dining halls, and the 

Franklin Library. Note: Students no longer 

receive a dated ID card for each semester that 

allows the Franklin Library to ascertain 

enrollment status.  

Students registered at Fisk are not permitted to 

register in any other institution at the same time, 

except by permission of the Provost. 

 

COURSE CHANGE  (Add/Drop)  

Dropping or adding courses is restricted to time 

×ÌÙÐÖËÚɯ Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ 4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ ÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ

calendar. Because of the difficulty of making up 

work missed in the beginning of a semester, 

courses cannot be added after the deadline 

Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÌÈÊÏɯ àÌÈÙɀÚɯ ÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ ÊÈÓÌÕËÈÙȭɯ

Students who attend classes and submit work for 

courses or sections of courses for which they are 

not registered will not receive credit or grades for 

those courses or sections. 

A student wis hing to drop a course must first 

consult with the course Instructor and his or her 

faculty academic advisor, obtaining the signature 

of each as evidence that the consultation has 

occurred. A student who fails to complete a 

course or who ceases attending class or 

submitting work for the course must be assigned 

a failing grade unless the appropriate course 

withdrawal form has been filed in the Office of 

the Registrar. Notifying an Instructor or failing to 

attend a class does not constitute withdrawal 

from a course. In the absence of a properly 

executed withdrawal form, such practices result 

in failing grades. Faculty academic advisors and 

course instructors do not have the authority to 

change student class schedules in the absence of 

the required form. It is t he responsibility of the 

student to periodically review their unofficial 

transcripts to ensure their accuracy. 

All course changes must be executed by filing the 

appropriate form in the Office of the Registrar, 

following consultation with the faculty academ ic 

advisor and course Instructor(s). After the close 

of each semester's initial registration period, 

changes may be made only upon payment of a 

schedule change fee in the University's business 

office. A Business Office receipt in the amount of 

the fee must be presented in the Office of the 

Registrar at the time the schedule change is filed. 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES  

All schedule changes must be completed by 4:30 

p.m. (Central Time) on the final day of any 

registration, add/drop, or Beginning the second 

week of the semester.    

 

Withdrawal   

If you wish to alter your original schedule, 

whether by personal incentive or by school 

directive, you must do so officially. If you do not 

assume this responsibility, you may jeopardize 

your record with the possibility of incur ring an 

"E" in a course not properly dropped and/or not 

receiving credit in a course improperly added. 

Merely not attending a course does not 

automatically remove the course from your 

record.  

Students are responsible for their enrollment! All 

students must act to drop/withdraw themselves 

from any classes. The University no longer 

cancels students' classes for failure to settle their 

account.  

However, students may be administratively 

withdrawn from course(s) by the University for 

reasons including but not limited to the 

following: 1) lack of prerequisite, 2) excessive 

absences, 3) canceled class, 4) failure to meet 

immunization requirements, 5) disciplinary 

action, 6) academic dismissal.  
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Adding a Course  

Adding courses to your schedule is a defined 

process.  Each student seeking to add a course to 

their schedule must officially register in the 

courses.  Merely attending a course, without 

proper registration, will not automatically add a 

course to your schedule.  All students seeking to 

add a course must do so officially.   

How to change your schedule  

Through the first week of the semester. After 

priority registration and through the first week of 

a fall or spring semester (through the second day 

of First or Second summer, first day of Third 

Summer), students add or drop courses online 

using the CAMS portal. Computer stations are 

also available in the Registrar ls Office for 

students who need assistance with the online 

schedule change process.   

AUDITING COURSES 

Auditing courses is p ermitted when the student 

files an application and pays the specified audit 

fee. The application or the request letter must be 

signed by the chair of the department in which 

the course is offered and by the Provost. An 

auditor does not take examinations, receive credit 

for the course, nor does s/he participate in class 

discussions unless invited to do so by the course 

Instructor.  

 

GRADUATE COURSES 

Graduate courses are open to persons who have 

graduated from an accredited college and earned a B.A. 

or B.S. degree in the field of interest of the graduate 

program.  Therefore, undergraduate student not meeting 

the requirements listed will require written approval 

from the Provost before registration.  

 

REPEAT ENROLLMENT  

Repeat enrollment in courses is permitted to offer 

students the opportunity to improve their grade 

point averages or meet course requirements 

following an unsatisfactory grade in the student's 

first attempt to complete a course. When students 

repeat courses, only the last course grade 

received is counted in computing grade point 

average even though previous attempts to 

complete the course are shown, with the original 

grade received, on the cumulative record. 

Academic credit is awarded only for the last 

occasion on which a repeated course is taken; 

duplicate credit for a given course is never 

awarded. Students are cautioned to remember 

this policy when calculating total credit hours 

accumulated, so that revisions of their study 

plans will be accurate and applications for 

degrees will not lead to last minute 

disappointments.  

NON -DEGREE CREDIT 

Non -degree credit is given for certain courses. 

Intermediate Algebra (MATH 100) and anything 

over four semester hours of practicum and 

internship courses are examples of non-degree 

credit courses. Courses designated for only  non-

degree credit are not counted toward the 

minimum 120 semester-hour graduation 

requirement, and students should take this 

restriction into account when planning their 

studies. 

STUDY AWAY  

coursework  taken at other institutions while the 

student is a candidate for a Fisk degree will not 

normally be accepted toward graduation, unless 

such work has been approved in advance by the 

Provost. Normally, courses in a student's major 

discipline, cognates, and CORE courses cannot be 

taken elsewhere. Courses approved to be taken 

elsewhere must be equivalent in character and 

quality to those offered at Fisk, and grades earned 

must be "C" or better. 

Specific regulations governing credit for study in 

institutions ot her than Fisk are: 

There must be strong justification for taking 

courses at other institutions for Fisk credit. The 

equivalent course and school must be approved 

in advance (in writing) by the Provost, who acts 

on the recommendation of the appropriate 

academic units. Normally, permission would be 

granted in case of unavoidable scheduling 
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problems or illness that prevented adequate 

opportunity to take a needed course at Fisk. 

Discipline and cognate courses may not be taken 

from an institution other than Fisk , unless 

recommended in advance (in writing) by the 

appropriate department.  

Any student failing in a major course or a 

University required course will have one chance 

to take an equivalent course (at the same or 

higher level) in a summer school other than Fisk. 

Students who, by reason of illness, unavoidable 

scheduling problems, or other acceptable reasons, 

have not had an appropriate opportunity to take 

a needed course at Fisk may be permitted to do so 

in a summer school other than Fisk. In these cases, 

the usual prohibition against taking courses in the 

major, cognates, and CORE courses at other 

institutions may be relaxed.  

Twelve semester hours of work taken in summer 

schools other than Fisk will normally be the 

maximum accepted toward the Fisk 

baccalaureate degree. Under exceptional 

circumstances the twelve-hour limit may be 

exceeded, with written approval by the Provost. 

Students are strongly advised to enroll in no more 

than six credit hours in a single summer.  

The Application for Study Away from  Fisk, with 

instructions for completing the form, can be 

accessed at Fisk's website, under Our Academics, 

Academic Forms, or at:  

http://www.fisk.edu/pdfs/studyaway.PDF. 

Additional information on study away from Fisk 

can be obtained from the Office of the Provost. 

For summer studies, the deadline for filing is the 

last day of classes in each spring semester. 

 

OFFICIAL FISK TRANSCRIPT 

Official transcripts of the student's academic 

work may be obtain ed from the Office of the 

Registrar. No official transcripts are sent if the 

student has a financial obligation outstanding 

with the University, including a Perkins Loan.  

Official transcripts are released to third parties 

only if: 1) the request is in writ ing from the 

student or graduate, 2) is filed in the Office of the 

Registrar, 3) includes the name and address to 

which the transcript is to be sent, and 4) payment 

has been received. The Transcript Request Form 

can be accessed at Fisk's website, www.fisk.edu 

under Our Academics, Office of the Registrar,  

Transcripts/Certifications. Verifications, 

deferments or copies of transcripts should be 

requested at least one week before they are 

required.  

STUDENT RECORDS 

Student records are maintained by the University 

to document student enrollment, credit and 

degree awards, faculty evaluations, and other 

matters pertaining to the student's achievement 

and progress through the  University. Such files 

are needed not only for accreditation of 

programs, but also to provide documentary 

support for student learning. Thus, it is the joint 

responsibility of the University and the student to 

assure that records are complete and accurate. 

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) of 1974 provides access for students to 

information about themselves, permits students 

to challenge information maintained as records 

by the University, and limits the release of such 

information without student consent.  

The Office of the Registrar serves as the 

repository for official records of credited learning 

activities for Fisk students. The Office of the 

Registrar is authorized to issue official transcripts 

of these activities on behalf of the University. The 

Registrar maintains the following types of 

records: 

¶ Faculty reports, providing documentary 

support for the award of college credit 

and degrees 

¶ Transcripts of prior and current learning 

activities  

¶ General correspondence relating to 

student records 

¶ Summary biographical data in 

compliance with fede ral and state 

reporting requirements  

http://www.fisk.edu/pdfs/studyaway.PDF.
http://www.fisk.edu/pdfs/studyaway.PDF.
http://www.fisk.edu/
http://www.fisk.edu/
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¶ Reports of the Academic Review 

Committee, other University 

committees or administrative actions 

taken or requested on students' status. 

Student's records are confidential and are 

accessible only to the student, to the student's 

faculty academic advisor, and to other faculty 

and staff members who must have access in order 

to perform their normal duties and to the parents 

or legal guardians of a dependent student when 

authorized. Faculty members may see the records 

of thei r own advisees and students, but only the 

Registrar can make official changes to the records. 

Others within the institution who have access to 

student records include such personnel as 

members of academic review committees and 

administrators responsible fo r judging student 

progress. 

All current and former students of Fisk 

University have the right to inspect and review 

official files, records, and data maintained by the 

University which directly relate to themselves, 

with the following exceptions:  

Confident ial information or letters of 

recommendation placed in a student's file prior to 

January 1, 1975 

PARENTAL CONFIDENTIAL FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION  

Personal notes or comments of individual faculty 

members or administrators  maintained 

separately by faculty or admi nistrators (these are 

not considered official University records)  

Files maintained by a University -designated 

clinician/psychologist/psychiatrist for treatment 

purposes 

Information for which the student has expressly 

waived the right of access 

A request to inspect and review student records 

should be made, in writing, directly to the 

Registrar or to the appropriate custodian of the 

student's file. This request should specifically 

identify the records sought for review. An 

attempt to provide access to these records will be 

made as soon as practicable, but no later than 45 

days after the request has been made. In addition, 

the holder of the record will provide, at any 

student's request, an explanation or 

interpretation of any material contained in a 

student's file. Copies of any student records may 

be furnished to the student for an administrative 

cost to the individual set by the University.  

Any inspection or review of student records must 

be made in the presence of the University 

Registrar or other University -designated party 

responsible for such records. 

Challenges to the content of a student's records 

may be initiated by the student by following the 

steps in the student petition process form 

available in the Office of the Provost. A student 

may challenge the content of his or her school 

record if the student believes the records are 

inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the right 

of privacy of the student. A petition process may 

serve as a formal opportunity to seek the 

correction or deletio n of any such inaccurate, 

misleading, or otherwise inappropriate data 

contained in the records. Inclusion of explanatory 

information also may be sought by the student.  

 

Release of student records is strictly limited. 

Consistent with University policy and a pplicable 

statutes, access to or release of student record 

information, other than for public or directory 

information, will not be permitted without prior 

written consent of the student to any party other 

than the following:  

¶ Parents or legal guardians of a dependent 

student, when authorized  

¶ Appropriate personnel and agents of Fisk 

University who have legitimate 

educational interests in seeing student 

records 

¶ Appropriate state and federal agencies 

who, under the law, are entitled to have 

access to University records 

¶ Accrediting associations in the 

performance of their accreditation 

functions  
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¶ Persons indicated and authorized as 

parents or guardians on the student's 

original registration form and application 

[The student is responsible for filing any 

change or updated information with the 

Registrar.] 

Public information is defined by the University to 

include date of entrance, unit of enrollment, date 

of withdrawal or graduation, and degree earned, 

if any. Units of the University may, from time to 

time, publish directories of students. Advance 

notice will be given to students about such 

directories, including the type of information to 

be published, so that students may request that 

information concerning themselves not be 

included.  

Student records may also be released under the 

following circumstances:  

In connection with an application for, or receipt 

of, financial aid  

In compliance with a judicial order or subpoena, 

provided that the student will be notified of the 

order or subpoena prior to University complianc e 

Under federal law, the University is required to 

maintain a log of access to student records by 

non-University personnel. This information will 

be available to students, upon request, in the 

Office of the Registrar where the record is 

maintained.  

Student records are closed at graduation. It is 

very important that you print out your unofficial 

transcript and resolve all grade issues before your 

degree is conferred. 

Contact the Office of the Registrar as soon as 

possible if you wish to delay your graduation  to 

a subsequent semester or until you have resolved 

all grade issues. 

WITHDRAWING FROM THE UNIVERSITY  

Voluntary withdrawal in good standing from the 

University requires that the student be 

academically eligible for continued enrollment, 

free of financial obligations to the University, and 

not under disciplinary suspension or dismissal. 

Withdrawal in good standing is granted by the 

Provost. Students who are financially dependent 

upon their parents for income tax or fi nancial aid 

purposes are also required to have written 

parental consent to seek withdrawal in good 

standing. A student who withdraws in good 

standing receives grades according to normal 

Fisk grading policies.  

ADMINISTRATIVE WITHDRAWAL  

The University reserves the right to withdraw 

students from the University due to an 

emergency or disciplinary suspension. These 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊɯ ÙÌÊÖÙËɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ ÙÌÍÓÌÊÛɯ Ɂ6 ɂɯ

(Withdrawn Administratively) for all enrolled 

courses. Please note, financial aid adjustments 

will occur for recipients receiving federal 

financial aid   withdrawn administratively before 

the 60% point in the semester. 

Emergency ɬ Students unable to officially 

withdraw from the University due to an 

emergency (illness, death in the immediate 

family, military deployment, etc.) must submit a 

written statement of the emergency to the 

Provost, the Dean of Student Engagement or the 

Director of Counseling Services. If the student is 

incapacitated, the Provost, the Dean of Student 

Engagement or the Director of Counseling 

Services submits a letter on behalf of the student 

based on communication received from the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȮɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàȮɯ ÌÛÊȭȮɯ ÚÛÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ

effective withdrawal date to the Office of the 

Registrar. 

Disciplinary Suspensio n ɬ the Dean of Student 

Engagement forwards the suspension letter, 

including the effective withdrawal date, to the 

Office of the Registrar. 

MENTAL HEALTH  

Laws of the state of Tennessee govern Fisk 

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÏealth status 

of students or members of the University 

community. The University must follow two 

portions of statute, one governing children, and 

one governing adults. Specifically, the University 

observes the definition of Ɂmental illnessɂɯas a 

psychiatric  disorder, alcohol dependence, or drug 

dependence, but does not include mental 
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ÙÌÛÈÙËÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛÈÓɯËÐÚÈÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɂɯ

pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated 33-1-101. 

In accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated 

33-1-101 

ȹƖƖȺɯ ɁSerious emotional disturbanceɂɯ ÔÌÈÕÚɯ Èɯ

condition in a child who currently or at any time 

during the past year has had a diagnosable 

mental, behavioral, or emotional disorder of 

sufficient duration to meet psychiatric diagnostic 

criteria that results in functional impairment that 

substantially interferes with or limits the child's 

role or functioning in family, school, or 

community activities and includes any mental 

disorder, regardless of whether it is of biological 

etiology; in accordance with Tennessee Code 

Annot ated 73-6-ƕƔƖɯȹƖȺɯɁ ËÜÓÛɂɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯ

eighteen 

(18) years of age or older who because of mental 

or physical dysfunction  or advanced age is unable 

to manage such person's own resources, carry out 

the activities of daily living, or protect such 

person from neglect, hazardous or abusive 

situations without assistance from others and 

who has no available, willing, and responsibly 

able person for assistance and who may be in 

need of protective services; provided, however, 

that a person eighteen 

years of age or older who is mentally impaired 

but still competent shall be deemed to be a person 

with mental dysfunction for the purposes of this 

Bulletin.  

UNIVERSITY POLICY AND PROCEDURE  

If a student is incapacitated, or declared to be a 

risk of danger to himself/herself or to the campus 

community, the Provost, the Dean of Student 

Engagement or the Director of Counseling 

Services submits written notice to the Office of 

the Registrar that the student is to be 

administratively withdrawn based on 

communication  ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

parent(s) or family, or based on communication 

from a physician, mental health practitioner, etc. 

This notice will state the reason for withdrawal, 

the effective withdrawal date, and provide 

supporting documentation.  

LEAVE OF A BSENCE 

Leave of absence in good standing may be 

granted for a variety of reasons to students 

wishing to interrupt their studies at Fisk and 

request time away from the University. Students 

seeking leave of absence for a specified period 

must obtain the withdrawal form from the Office 

of the Registrar. Upon approval by the Provost, 

the student must specify a time period during 

which the leave of absence will be valid. Upon 

conclusion of the leave or at any time thereafter, 

the student may return by making formal 

application for re -admission. Students who 

depart from the University without obtaining the 

permission of the Provost may be denied 

permission to re-enter. Students on leave of 

absence will not be granted credit for college 

wor k done out of residence, unless they have 

received prior approval from the Provost. A 

student who takes absence in good standing 

receives grades according to normal Fisk grading 

practices. 

MILITARY AND ALTERNATIVE SERVICE  

When Fisk students must interrupt their studies 

in order to serve a military obligation (or 

alternative service as may be provided for under 

applicable federal law), it is the policy of the 

University to be as accommodating as sound 

academic and fiscal practices permit, so that these 

students may make up work missed and 

minimize any disruption in their educational 

plans. When students submit documentation that 

a military (or alternative service) obligation is the 

basis on which a withdrawal or absence is 

requested, the student may opt to receive "I" 

grades in any courses for which the student may 

be enrolled even if normal requirements for the 

"I" grade are not satisfied. 

Students receiving "I" grades may then complete 

their work  in the affected courses at any time up 

until the end of the ne xt semester in which they 

are regularly enrolled and may seek extensions of 

this deadline through the Provost, if needed. Or, 

at their option, students with documentation of a 

military (or alternative service) call -up, may 

choose instead to take "WD" (withdrawn) grades 
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in any or all courses, even if the normal deadlines 

for "WD" grades have already passed at the time 

of the student's withdrawal.  

The University also seeks to be as accommodating 

as possible in administering the financial 

accounts of students called for military or 

alternative service. When the student opts to 

withdraw from courses in progress in order to 

respond to a military (or alternative service) call -

up, the University's policy whenever possible is 

to credit the student's account with the  full 

amount of tuition and other fees1 paid in 

connection with registration for those courses, 

regardless of the time of the semester in which the 

call-up occurs. Less generous treatments of 

student accounts, however, may be necessary in 

some instances to comply with regulations 

imposed by commercial lenders, federal and state 

agencies, or other financial aid sources. 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES 

A student will be awarded a degree from Fisk 

University if and only if she/he:  

¶ Is in good academic and financial 

standing  

¶ Has completed an application for 

graduation  

¶ Has completed a minimum of 120 

required credit hours  

¶ Has fulfilled all University and 

departmental requirements  

¶ Has earned a minimum grade point 

average of 2.0 in all major and cognate 

courses 

¶ Has completed University assessment 

requirement as needed (i.e., MAPP, Exit 

Exams, Major Field Tests, etc.) 

¶ Has earned a minimum of 32 credit hours 

at Fisk 

¶ Has completed his/her senior year at Fisk 

Conferral of degrees is by the sole authority of the 

Board of Trustees, which acts on the 

recommendation of the faculty. No one other than 

the Board of Trustees may obligate the University 

to confer a degree. Earned degrees are awarded 

three times a year in May, August and December. 

There is, however, only one commencement 

exercise. Only those students who have met all 

academic requirements as well as their social and 

financial obligations to the University will receive 

a degree. 

Community members are encouraged to attend 

and to join in the observance of students' 

achievements. 

Note that students who participate in study away 

programs must ensure that the University 

Registrar receives their official transcripts before 

the conferral dates because degrees are awarded 

for the period after official transcripts are 

received in the Office of the Registrar (for 

instance, degrees will be awarded in August for 

transcripts received in May, June, July and by 

August 15; in December for all transcripts 

received after Augu st 15; and in May for all 

transcripts received after December 15 and before 

May).  

Student records are closed at graduation. It is 

very important that you print out your unofficial 

transcript and resolve all grade issues before your 

degree is conferred. Contact the Office of the 

Registrar as soon as possible if you wish to delay 

your graduation to a subsequent semester or until 

you have resolved all grade issues. 

PETITION TO MARCH   

Students who are within two courses (eight 

credits or less) of fulfilling their degree 

requirements may be eligible to march in the 

commencement ceremony. Only students whose 

cumulative GPA is 2.0 or higher, are in good 

academic and financial standing, and have not 

violated any University honor codes are e ligible 

to petition to march.  

The Provost may grant permission to march only 

upon application by the student, with approval 

from both the Department Chair, the Dean of the 

School, the Dean of Student Engagement, and a 

financial clearance from the Business Office. The 

È××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÍÖÙɯ
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completing the remaining degree requirements 

during the following summer and/or fall 

semesters. To file a petition, students should: 

¶ Retrieve the Petition to March Form from 

the Office of the Registrar  

¶ Complete the form with all required 

information  

¶ .ÉÛÈÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯ"ÏÈÐÙɀÚɯÚÐÎÕÈÛÜÙÌ 

¶ .ÉÛÈÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ#ÌÈÕɀÚɯÚÐÎÕÈÛÜÙÌ 

¶ .ÉÛÈÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÈÕɯÖÍɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛɯ$ÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɀÚɯ

signature 

¶ Obtain verification of a zero balance from 

the Business Office 

¶ Bring the completed form to the Office of 

the Provost for final approval  

Students will be notified by the Office of the 

Provost no later than 48 hours following receipt 

of the completed Petition to March form 

regarding the outcome of their petitions.  

Students who are formally enrolled in Fisk Joint 

Degree Programs with Vanderbilt University, 

Meharry Medical College, Watkins College of 

Arts and Design, or Belmont University may be 

eligible to march provided they only have two 

remaining courses at the partner schools, and are 

in good academic, financial and social standing at 

both institutions. The Office of the Provost will 

notify such students no later than 72 hours 

following receipt of the completed Petition to 

March form regarding the outcome of their 

petitions.  

Not e: The Petition to March is a courtesy that Fisk 

extends to some students. At no time is the 

institution obligated to honor this provision.  

 

WHAT DOES CONFERRAL MEAN, AND WHAT 

IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CONFERRAL 

AND COMPLETION?  

Conferral  

If your degree has been conferred, it means that 

you have been admitted into your award as a 

legal graduate of Fisk University.  In order to be 

conferred you must have completed all academic 

and practical requirements and have no 

outstanding debts to the University. From the 

moment your degree has been conferred, you are 

an official legal graduate of the University and 

can use any titles associated with that award.  

Completion    

Being marked as 'Completed' in your degree 

means that you have completed the academic 

requirements for your award.    

Notes: Neither Diplomas nor formal transcripts 

are sent to students until all financial obligations 

to the University are met.  Questions about 

diplomas, student addresses and order for 

diplomas should be directed to the Office of th e 

University Registrar.   

 

MAJOR COURSE OF STUDY 

Selecting a major is a crucial choice for students. 

Students are encouraged to seek counsel from a 

faculty academic advisor, other counselors 

and/or other faculty in the department of interest 

before arriving at a final decision. Once a major is 

chosen, the student secures a "Declaration of 

Major" form from the Office of the Registrar, at 

which time a counseling session is arranged with 

the department chair or an assigned faculty 

academic advisor. The student is responsible for 

filing the Declaration of Major form with the 

Office of the Registrar; the student's major 

department  notifies the student's previous 

faculty academic advisor of the declared major, 

assigns a new advisor, and opens an advising file 

for the new student. While students may declare 

a major in the freshman year, it is suggested that 

students take sufficient time to become familiar 

with the major areas of the University and to seek 

career counseling before making this important 

decision. It is not unreasonable for a student to 

wait until the sophomore year to declare a major. 

A formal declaration of major must  be filed, 

however, by the end of the sophomore year. 

CHANGE OF MAJOR  



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 69 

 

Changes of major are sometimes necessary when 

students' academic or career plans change or 

when new interests develop after the initial 

declaration of major. In these cases, the student 

should secure the change of major form (the same 

form used for initial declaration of major) from 

the Registrar. The student files the form with the 

Office of the Registrar and the Office of the 

Provost, and the student's newly selected major 

department notifies the student's previous 

department of the change, assigns a new faculty 

academic advisor, and opens an advising file for 

the new student, including the contents of the 

previous department's file, which is forwarded 

by the previous department to the new one. Joint 

majors combining two of the available majors 

may be arranged with the approval of the 

departments involved. Joint majors normally 

require successful completion of 24 credits in 

each of two different disciplines. Specific 

requirements within the two departments are as 

prescribed by the departments involved. Within 

the 24-credit limit, the program  each department 

requires of a student pursuing a joint major 

should approximate as nearly as possible the 

program required in the department's normal 

major program.  

MINORS  

Minor fields are not required at Fisk and are not 

among the formal o fferings in most departments. 

Students seeking a second area of concentration 

at a level less intensive than would be required 

for a joint major do sometimes choose to cluster 

elective courses in a way that represents an 

informal equivalent to a minor. Six  formal minor 

fields are available. The Department of Arts and 

Languages offers a ÔÐÕÖÙɯÐÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯÎÌÕËÌÙɯ

studies, a minor in music to majors other than 

music majors as well as a minor in music 

business, a minor in film studies, a minor in 

interior des ign, and a concentration in graphic 

design. The Department of Mathematics and 

Computer Science offers a minor in computer 

science available with any academic major other 

than computer science. For clarity and additional 

specific information on these minors  or 

concentration, interested students should contact 

the appropriate dean of the school or department 

chairs. 

SECOND BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 

2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÖɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚÓàɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÈɯÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯ

degree from Fisk University and return to 

complete the requirements for another major will 

not be awarded a second degree, nor will their 

transcripts reflect a second degree. Their 

transcripts, will, however, certify that they have 

completed the requirements for an additional 

major. 

CAREER SERVICES 

Career choice and choice of major field are 

related. They should not, however, be thought of 

as identical. Many of Fisk's pre-professional 

programs are organized within traditional arts 

and sciences disciplines, which the faculty 

believes are apt to provide the best professional 

preparation. Students seeking help with the 

exploration of career options should consult their 

Faculty Academic Advisors and/or personnel in 

the Office of Career Services and Leadership. 

Students are advised to get to know the Office of 

Career Services and Leadership staff early in their 

college years, and not to wait until the senior year 

to begin exploring career options. The Office of 

Career Services and Leadership is also an 

excellent source of opportunities for co-curricular 

experiences during the summer. 

A few examples of major -field choices, and 

possible careers to which these majors are related, 

are given below. These examples are intended 

only as a guide. Many of the professional fields 

may be entered from a variety of academic 

disciplines, and there are options in each 

professional field that are not listed below.  

ARTS CAREERS 

Careers in the arts, for instance, have attracted 

many Fiskites throughout the University's 

history. Students interested in careers as writers 

often major in English, but other fields are also 

useful for these students. Nikki Giovanni, the 

distinguished au thor and poet, was a history 

major at Fisk. Others have majored in social 
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sciences, or in virtually every other arts and 

sciences discipline. An art major is available for 

students with career interests in the visual arts, 

and majors in music (for either t he B.A. or the 

B.Mus. degree) are available through the 

Department of Arts and Languages.  

BUSINESS CAREERS 

Business careers are the usual objective of 

students who major in business administration 

but  are open also to majors in other disciplines. 

Majors in  these other disciplines who are 

considering business careers may consult faculty 

members in the Department of Business 

Administration for advice about recommended 

elective coursework in management, accounting, 

and economics. In addition to its business 

administration major at the undergraduate level, 

Fisk offers a joint program with Belmont leading 

to a Concentration in Music Business. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE CAREERS 

Careers in computer science and information 

technology are available to students majoring in 

computer science or, with proper elective 

coursework in computer science, to students 

selecting other majors as well. Business 

administration majors and majors in the natural 

and social sciences are typical alternatives for 

students interested in careers in the growing 

computer field. The computer science program 

itself may lead either toward an entry - level 

computer science position upon graduation or 

toward graduate study in computer science, 

engineering, business, or science. 

 

ENGINEERING CAREERS 

Engineering careers are relatively technical, and 

students interested in this field should consider 

the dual degree programs offered by arrangement 

between Fisk and selected other institutions 

(Vanderbilt University, and Case Western 

Reserve University) in  science and engineering. 

These programs involve a five-year course of 

study and are designed to increase the number of 

minority engineers and scientists. Students select 

one of the natural science disciplines (chemistry, 

physics, biology, mathematics, or computer 

science) at Fisk and the engineering discipline of 

interest at the collaborating institution. Students 

are assigned to faculty academic advisors on both 

campuses. By working closely with these faculty 

academic advisors, students may plan a course of 

study, which facilitates pursuit of two 

baccalaureate degrees in a period of 

approximately five years.  

LEGAL CAREERS 

Legal Careers have traditionally attracted many 

Fisk graduates. The American Bar Association 

(ABA) and the Law School Admission Council 

(LSAC) do not recommend any particular major 

for those interested in a career in Law. An edition 

of the ABA -LSAC Official guide to ABA -

approved Law Schools makes the following 

ÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛȯɯ Ɂ Úɯ ÜÕËÌÙÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȮɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ

have majored in subjects that are traditionally 

considered paths to law school, such as history, 

English, philosophy, political science, economics, 

or business. Other successful law students, 

however, have focused their undergraduate 

studies in areas as diverse as art, music theory, 

computer  science, engineering, nursing, or 

ÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ1ÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÕàɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯ

body of knowledge as undergraduates, the ABA -

LSAC recommends that undergraduates master 

ÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯɁ".1$ɯÚÒÐÓÓÚɯÈÕËɯÝÈÓÜÌÚɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯ

following: analytic and problem -solving skills, 

critical reading abilities, writing skills, oral 

communication and listening skills, and the 

values of serving faithfully the interests of others 

while also promoting justice.  

Besides these CORE skills and values, 

undergraduates should acquire  a knowledge base 

in several specific areas: 

A broad understanding of history, particularly 

American history, including the social, political, 

economic and cultural factors that have 

influenced the development of the current 

pluralistic society of the Unit ed States; 
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A fundamental understanding of political 

thought and theory, and of the contemporary 

American political system;  

A basic understanding of ethical theory and 

theories of justice; 

A grounding in economics, particularly 

elementary micro - economic theory, and an 

understanding of the interaction between 

economic theory and public policy;  

Some basic mathematical and financial skills, 

such as an understanding of basic pre-calculus 

mathematics and an ability to analyze financial 

data; 

A basic understandin g of human behavior and 

social interaction; and 

An understanding of diverse cultures within and 

beyond the United States, of international 

institutions and issues, and of the increasing 

interdependence of the nations and communities 

within our world.  

Thus, to prepare for admission to law schools, 

students must master the Fisk CORE Curriculum, 

and develop excellent critical reading, research, 

writing, and oral skills by taking advanced, 

rigorous courses in several departments, such as 

English, history, polit ical science, sociology, 

economics, psychology and philosophy to name 

just a few. Any student who is considering a 

career in law should promptly consult his/her 

department chair for the assignment of a faculty 

academic advisor. 

CAREERS IN MEDICINE AND DENT ISTRY 

Medical and dental careers have long been 

popular choices for Fiskites. Students considering 

these options are advised to familiarize 

themselves with the specific requirements of the 

medical and dental schools in which they are 

interested. Among the minimum requirements of 

most medical schools are such courses as general 

biology (two semesters), general botany, general 

chemistry, organic chemistry, analytic geometry 

and calculus, and general physics. In addition, 

some medical schools require genetics, cell 

biology, and biochemistry. Beyond these 

considerations, the need for understanding basic 

social problems, the cultivation of sensitivity to 

cultural values, and the necessity for intensive 

work in at least one field should be kept in mind 

while desig ning an individual program.  

Many fields of medicine, particularly medical 

research, require a greater depth in one or more 

of the sciences than is gained by meeting the 

minimum requirements for medical school 

admission. A prescribed pre -medical course of 

sÛÜËàɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯ ÉÈÚÌËɯ Ü×ÖÕɯ Èɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

individual interests and abilities. Many students 

assume that biology is the most appropriate 

major field for prospective medical school 

applicants, and indeed it is a reasonable choice. 

Chemistry and psychology, however, are also 

appropriate fields of study. Medical school 

admission officers are increasingly interested in 

the breadth of an applicant's liberal arts 

education. Conferences with faculty members 

from various disciplines may be of help to the 

medical school aspirant choosing an 

undergraduate discipline.  

Fisk offers a joint program with nearby Meharry 

Medical College that allows the Fisk student who 

is admitted to the joint program as a freshman to 

enter Meharry as a candidate for a medical 

(M.D.), dental  (D.D.S.), or research (Ph.D.) degree 

after three years of undergraduate study, 

supplemented with summer research experiences 

at Meharry. Admission to Meharry can be assured 

in advance for those students who apply to the 

joint program as Fisk freshmen and who perform 

satisfactorily in their Fisk studies and on the 

Medical College Admission Test (MCAT).  

 

Medical technology and nursing careers are also 

open to Fisk students through cooperative 

programs with Vanderbilt University, in 

recognition of the need for broadly trained health 

professionals with college background to provide 

quality care for patients and families in a variety 

of settings. The first two years of academic work 

for these programs are completed at Fisk and the 

last two years at the Medical Center in Chicago or 
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at Vanderbilt. Some students prefer to extend 

courses during the first phase of the program over 

a three -year period, thus extending the total time 

for program completion to five years. There is 

also a joint agreement with the Vanderbi lt 

University School of Nursing, which permits an 

accelerated program leading to a Fisk bachelor's 

degree in an approved arts-and-sciences field and 

a Vanderbilt Master of Science in Nursing. 

Detailed information on these programs is 

available in the Fisk Special and Joint Programs 

section of this Bulletin and from the Coordinator 

of Pre-Health Professions in the School of Natural 

Science, Mathematics and Business at Fisk. 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAREERS 

Careers in public service and public 

administration often  invo lve majors in political 

science, where a specialized course of study 

focusing on public administration is available, in 

addition to a general political science major. 

Students from many other major fields also have 

had successful careers in public service. Fisk 

alumni currently prominent in public life include 

U.S. Representatives Alcee L. Hastings and 

Frederica Wilson of Florida, and John Lewis of 

Georgia. 

Careers in research, scholarship, and teaching are 

traditional choices for many Fisk graduates, and 

Fisk for generations has produced leading 

contributors to the development of African -

American scholarship. Students who wish to 

pursue academic careers will, in all likelihood, 

select an academic major corresponding to or 

closely related to the ultimate field of their 

planned graduate studies. Teaching careers at the 

elementary and secondary level are among the 

ways in which Fiskites for many years have made 

their contributions to social progress. Recently 

revised Tennessee Department of Education 

guidelines for teacher preparation, following 

national trends among professional educators, 

accent the value of the liberal arts, rather than 

specialized professional education courses, in 

preparing teachers for their classroom 

responsibilities.  

Fisk's Teacher Education and Special Education 

Programs for prospective elementary and 

secondary school teachers are available to 

students majoring in a number of arts and 

sciences disciplines. 

COURSES OF STUDY 

The semester course schedule is published each 

term by the Office of the Registrar. Copies are 

available for distribution to students and are 

×ÖÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȭ 

Most Fisk courses are four semester hours of 

academic credit. For conventional lecture courses, 

the following schedule patterns are most 

common: 1) 70-minute classes on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday; and 2) 100- minute 

classes on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Fisk's course numbering system is designed to 

provide a simple guide to the level of expectation 

and frequency of scheduling associated with each 

course offered. 

Courses are assigned three-digit numbers. 

Courses numbered between 100 and 199 are open 

to qualified student s of any undergraduate 

classification. Courses numbered between 200 

and 299 are normally open only to students with 

sophomore or above standing. Classification at 

the junior or above level is normally required for 

courses numbered 300 to 399, and senior or 

graduate standing is usually required courses in 

the 400 to 499 range. Courses numbered 500 or 

above are normally open only to graduate 

students. Within each of these ranges, course 

numbers should not be interpreted to reflect 

relative levels of difficult y. 

Courses with numbers ending in zero may be 

offered in either the fall or the spring semester 

and are frequently offered in both. Other even -

numbered courses are normally offered in the 

spring semester only, while odd -numbered 

courses are normally offered in the fall. Certain 

courses are offered only in alternate years or as 

demand requires. The fall semester of each year 

determines designation of a year as odd or even. 

Thus, for the dates of this Bulletin, 2012- 2013 is 

an even year while 2013-2014 is an odd year. On 
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rare occasions, it may be necessary to offer a 

course out of its ordinary sequence. In such cases, 

odd-numbered courses offered in the spring will 

ÊÈÙÙàɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÌÛÛÌÙɯ Ɂ2ɂȰɯ ÌÝÌÕ- numbered courses 

ÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÓÓɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÈÙÙàɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÛÛÌÙɯɁ%ɂȭ 

Full year courses are designated by an odd and 

even course number joined by a hyphen. These 

courses are integral and indivisible and credit for 

either semester may be withheld unless both 

semesters of the course are passed. 

The "L" suffix to a course number indicates a 

laboratory section, which in most cases should be 

taken concurrently with the corresponding 

lecture section. [In some departments, however, 

laboratory sections carry distinct course numbers 

without the letter designation.]  

Other letter suffixes,  "A" through "G," may be 

used to designate sections of seminar or "special 

topics" courses that focus on different subjects 

and may have changing course subtitles from one 

section to another or from one semester to the 

next. Special topics courses may be taken more 

than once. 

Sequence of courses taken is determined by the 

prerequisites listed in the course description and 

by the level of the course as indicated by the 

course number. Course instructors may waive 

prerequisites by signin g the appropriate waiver 

form. Students are given latitude in selecting 

from among Fisk's course offerings as long as 

prerequisites and other criteria for course 

admission are met. In certain cases, where the 

course is in the major field of study (or a cognate 

course for the major), approval of the department 

chair may be required. Graduate courses may be 

open to advanced undergraduate students with 

the approval of the Instructor.

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY AND 

PROCEDURES 

Purpose: Fisk University students are expected to 

maintain regular and successive attendance in all 

the lecture, laboratory, and seminar courses for 

which they have registered and are enrolled 

during a semester. Class attendance is an 

eÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓɯ ×ÈÙÛɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÐÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛÜÈÓɯ

development, success, retention and timely 

graduation.  

In addition, Title IV federal guidelines mandate 

that institutions receiving federal aid verify 

student class attendance to ensure that all 

awarded federal aid monies are used for 

educational purposes. It is the policy at Fisk 

University that faculty members verify and report 

student class attendance in CAMS before the 

University Census Date listed in the Academic 

Calendar. This reporting allows the University  to 

identify students who: (1) are enrolled in classes 

but are not attending; (2) have officially or 

unofficially withdrawn from the University; (3) 

are attending classes for which they are not 

registered; and/or students who are erroneously 

listed classes for which they did not register.  

Students listed in any of the four categories will 

be contacted and adjustments will be made to 

financial aid packages and funds returned to the 

federal government, as necessary. Failure to 

report accurate data jeopardizes institutional 

eligibility for federal financial aid and veteran 

services. 

Policy Statement: In each course, students who 

miss more than ten percent of the scheduled class 

meetings (including labs) due to unexcused 

absences will be in danger of failing th e course. 

For a class that meets three times per week, the 

number of unexcused absences is five class 

sessions; for a class that meets twice a week, three 

class sessions; and for a class that meets once per 

week, two class sessions. More strenuous 

requirem ents may be applicable, as stated by 

individual instructors, in their respective course 

syllabi. It iÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯ ÛÖɯ

ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÌÈÊÏɯ(ÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÖÙɀÚɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

University administration, consistent with this 

policy, does not generally  issue excuses from 

class. 

Definition of Terms: (1) Attendance is defined in 

this policy statement as the physical presence of 
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the student in the classroom for the entire 

scheduled class time. 

Tardiness can be considered an unexcused 

absence. (2) Unexcused Absences are all absences 

that have not been approved by a certified 

physician/nurse, the Instructor in charge of the 

course, and/or the Provost or his/her designee. 

Applicability: Individual faculty members can 

choose to make the policy more rigorous but  in no 

case should they be more lenient than the 

University policy stated above. Occasionally, 

students may miss class due to an emergency 

(health, accident, etc.) or, other compelling 

circumstances beyond their control. Such 

students must justify, with ap propriate 

documentation, unplanned absences no later than 

48 hours upon return to the campus. In addition, 

there are occasions when students may be absent 

from campus in connection with sanctioned 

University activities such as athletic 

competitions, academic competitions, concerts or 

conference presentations. In such cases, students 

are required to notify their faculty Instructor 

prior to the scheduled class that they will miss 

and make up for work missed. In all cases, the 

Provost may, at his/her discretion, issue a 

memorandum to faculty members to permit 

students to make up missed work. In such cases, 

instructors can assign reasonable and relevant 

compensatory work for excused absences at a 

time mutually convenient to both the student and 

the Instructor. Such memoranda, however, do not 

constitute excuses from class and students remain 

bound at all time by the absolute maximum of ten 

percent (10%) absence rate in any particular class. 

Exception: Exceptions to the ten percent (10%) 

absence rate policy may only be made by the 

Provost in consultation with the course 

Instructor. Exceptions may only be considered 

when the student is performing at a high level of 

competence in the course, and when the reasons 

for excessive absences (e.g., hospitalization, 

family em ergency, etc.) are such that it would 

clearly not have been possible for the student to 

attend the required ninety percent (90%) of class 

meetings. 

Procedure: The following procedure should be 

used for each course

The course attendance policy should be clearly 

stated in all course syllabi; 

Instructors should distribute course syllabi to 

students during the first week of the semester;  

Instructors should provide a clear explanation of 

their attendance policy during the first wee k of 

the semester. This includes an explanation of the 

role that    

attendance plays in the calculation of final grades 

and the extent to which work missed due to non -

attendance can be made up; 

Attendance is to be verified for each class session. 
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GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 

MISSION STATEMENT  

The General Education or CORE Curriculum  

program provides  a pedagogical framework for 

students to develop their skills i n becoming 

competent, resourceful, global leaders. The 

curriculum explicitly teaches critical thinking in the 

humanities and social and natural sciences. The 

curriculum reinforces respect for diverse viewpoints 

and ethical values in the academy. Students develop 

effective problem-solving  skills  for addressing real 

world problems, and intellectual humility through 

service learning. Students engage in quantitative 

and qualitative research in the natural sciences, 

social sciences and humanities as they understand 

the complexities of the human condition.  

 

The goals of the CORE Curriculum are to: 

¶ Foster and enhance skills, 

knowledge, awareness, and 

dispositions that lead to the 

development of competent, 

resourceful, and imaginative 

leaders; 

¶ Encourage understanding of the social 

world and natural environment and their 

relationships to communities; and  

¶ Encourage exposure to various creative 

experiences. 

 

The objectives of the CORE curriculum are to 

provide experiences that: 

1. Allow students to read in a way that 

leads to critical thinking;  

2. Allow students to communicate 

effectively, both in writing and orally, 

reflecting in both instances, a command 

of the language, logical thinking and 

comparative analysis, and a facility to 

locate, identify, and use sources; 

3. Instructors can determine when is the 

best time to verify attendance 

(beginning, mid -point or end of the 

session); 

4. Instructors should determine which 

attendance verification procedure works 

best for them and ensure that students 

are aware of the procedure (e.g., roll call, 

sign in sheet, clickers, etc.); 

 

5. Each week, on dates specified on the 

academic calendar, all instructors are 

required to verify student class 

attendance in CAMS. 

6. Encourage and create a passion for 

investigation, exploration, and 

application of knowledge to the social 

world and natural environment;  

7. Encourage the development of personal 

values and ethical decision making;  

8. Encourage students to 

synthesize and think beyond 

disciplinary boundaries;  

9. Encourage and promote creativity;  

10. Encourage logical application of 

quantitative and qualitative values; 

and 

11. Encourage engagement in political and 

social issues that impact global and local 

communities.  

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the CORE Curriculum, the Fisk 

student will demonstrate mastery of the following 

student learning outcomes 

 

Learning Outcome 1. Written and oral 

communication skill s 
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Å Students communicate effectively 

using appropriate writing 

conventions and formats. 

Å Students communicate 

effectively using appropriate 

oral conventions and formats. 

Å Students interpret and 

communicate quantitative 

information.  

Learning Outcome 2. Knowledge of African 

American and diverse cultures.  

Å Students effectively analyze 

contemporary issues within the context 

of diverse disciplinary perspectives.  

Å Students effectively analyze 

contemporary multicultural, and 

global questions. 

Å Students effectively analyze historical 

and contemporary society based on a 

diverse cultural, social, economic, 

political, religious and artistic 

knowledg e.

Learning Outcome 3. Foundational 

knowledge and skills in humanitie s, 

math and science, and social science. 

Å Students effectively perform 

mathematical operations, as well as reason 

and draw appropriate conclusions from 

numerical information.  

Å Students effectively translate problem 

situations into symbolic representations and 

use. 

Å Students display technological 

proficiency by effective use of 

computers and other technology 

appropriate to the discipline.  

Å Students locate, identify and use data 

resources. 

Å Students demonstrate competence in 

research methodology. 

Learning Outcome 4. Leadership activities and 

teamwork through participation in and description 

of community service experiences. 

Å Students identify personal values and 

employ them in ethical decision making.  

Å Students participate effectively in 

collaborati ve activities with persons of 

diverse backgrounds. 

Å Students engage in community and global 

affairs. 

Å Students practice effective time and 

financial management. 

Å Students show leadership ability.  

Å Students make a valuable 

contribution to the community.  

 

Learning Outcome 5. Critical Thinking  

Å Upon completion of the CORE Curriculum, 

the Fisk student is to demonstrate critical 

thinking skills in his or her mastery of the 

four general areas. 

Å The student will formulate appropriate 

questions for research, collect appropriate 

evidence, evaluate claims, arguments, 

evidence, and hypotheses. 

Å The student will use the results of 

analysis to construct new arguments 

and formulate new questions.  

There are eight courses in this curriculum that 

students will be required to complete. Students will 

earn 22 credit hours upon completion of these 

required courses of the CORE curriculum. They are:  

 

The remaining 15-20 hours of the CORE curriculum 

will be chosen from one of the courses in each of the 

following groups, A through E.  
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GROUP A (Choose one of the following)  

ART 291 African - American Art  

ART 292 African Art  

ENG 275 African -American Literature  

HIS 180 African History  

HIS 270 African -American History  

MUS 200 World Music  

MUS 206 Crosscurrents in African and African - 

                              American Music  

 

GROUP B (Choose one of the following)  

  CORE 132      Mathematics II  

BAD 200 Applied Calculus for      

Business and Economics 

BAD 260         Applied Statistics  

MATH 125       Discrete Math  

NSCI 360         Statistics 

SSCI 280 Statistics for the Social Science 

Research 

 

GROUP C 

(Choose one of the following)  

CORE 220 Creative Arts [3 credits]  

ART 207 Arts and Ideas I 

ART 208 Arts and Ideas II  

MUS 205 Music in America  

MUS 207 20th Century Music  

MUS 208 History of Jazz 

GROUP D (Choose CORE 240 or any two science 

disciplines from the list below)  

 

CORE 240 Natural Science [4 credits] OR  

BIOL101, 101L General Biology and General 

Biology Lab [4 credits]  

CHEM 113, 103L General Chemistry and 

Experiments in General Chemistry [4 

credits] PHYS 130,130L University 

Physics and University Physics Lab [4 

credits] 

 

GROUP E (Choose one of the following)  

 

ECON 230 Principles of Microeconomics  

ECON 240 Principles of Macroeconomics  

HIS 160 United States History  

PSCI 122 American Political Systems  

PSY 180 General Psychology 

SOC 100 Introduction to Sociology  

A total of 37-41 hours (41 hours will be earned 

if one selects two science disciplines to satisfy 

group D) are required to fulfill the CORE 

requirement.  

Transfer Credits and the CORE Curriculum  

CORE 150: Composition I ɬ This course will be 

waived for students whose transfer credits include 

a course in college level composition. 
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CORE 160: Composition II ɬ This course will be 

waived for students who have completed at least 

two college level composition courses along with 

a course in Public Speaking. 

CORE 131, Essential Mathematics for a 

Contemporary World ɬ This course may be waived 

for students whose transfer credits include a 

college course in mathematics at or above the level 

of college algebra. [The course is also waived for 

students who qualify for and complete a Fisk 

mathematics course numbered 101 or above.] 

CORE 220, The Creative Arts ɬ This course may 

be waived for students who have completed 

courses in Art or Music Appreciation.  

CORE 240, Natural Science ɬ Students who have 

completed introductory courses in both Biological 

and Physical Science will not be required to take 

CORE 240. 

CORE 260, Humanities ɬ This course may be 

waived for students whose transfer credits include 

coursework in at least one of the humanities 

disciplines emphasized in this Fisk course ɬ 

philosophy or religion.  

CORE 360, The World and Its Peoples ɬ This course 

may be waived for students whose transfer credits 

include coursework (in one or more college 

courses) in anthropology, cultural geography, 

comparative cultures, and world history or world 

civilization. Courses limited to Western civilization  

are not acceptable as transfer equivalents to Fisk's 

CORE 360, unless the student also has a college 

course focusing on the history or culture of at least 

one society that is neither European nor rooted 

primarily in European traditions.   

Unless otherwise stated, students must earn a 

grade of D or higher in all CORE Curriculum 

courses in order to graduate from Fisk University.  

Transfer students who hold the Associate of Arts 

or Associate of Science degree from an accredited 

two -year institution are exempted  from the 

entire Fisk CORE curriculum. This exemption is 

granted when there exists a close correspondence 

between the program of liberal studies pursued 

in the two -year college and the normal 

requirements of Fisk's CORE curriculum. The 

exemption does not apply, however, to associate 

degrees that are purely technical or vocational in 

character, or any two-year degrees other than 

those designed primarily to provide a basis for 

transfer to a four-year liberal arts college. 

Once matriculated at Fisk, students are expected 

to complete any remaining CORE requirements 

by taking the appropriate Fisk courses. The 

faculty regards the CORE curriculum as an 

important expression of Fisk's special mission in 

multicultural liberal arts education designed 

particularly with the African -American 

experience in mind. Students therefore are not 

encouraged to seek permission to meet Fisk 

CORE requirements through studies at other 

institutions. Exceptions may be authorized by the 

Provost, but only in cases of particular need, and 

only where course equivalencies are clear. 

D ESCRIPTIONS OF CORE COURSES 

CORE 100, New Student Orientation Seminar 

Series [1 credit] - New Student Orientation is a 

one semester course that is designed to provide 

students with the essential academic, social and 

personal skills to maximize their opportunity for 

success during their freshman year. Academic 

rules and regulations, learning str ategies, time, 

stress and financial management, healthy 

lifestyle choices, and career development are 

among the topics that will be discussed in this 

course. All students will engage in group 

discussions focused on a selected summer 

reading. Even though students will meet 

primarily in their respective sections, they will be 

required to attend convocations and other 

designated campus events. Students will also be 

expected to participate in an approved service-

learning  project. The MAPP (Measure of 

Academic Proficiency and Progress) test will be 

administered in this course to evaluate the 

academic skills of our freshmen students. This 

class will meet one hour per week. 
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CORE 120, Critical Thinking Course: Application 

of the Paul/Elder Model [2 credits]  - This 

freshman level course focuses on the foundation 

of the Paul/Elder model of critical thinking. This 

model focuses on improvement and assessment 

of thinking through the understanding o f 

elements of reasoning and the application of 

intellectual standards for the development of 

intellectual traits including lifelong learning. 

Students will increase their understanding of the 

model and will be given the opportunity to apply 

these concepts to real world problems. 

 

CORE 131, Essential Mathematics for a 

Contemporary World [3 credits] - This course is 

designed to give students majoring in the liberal 

arts, social sciences, education, business, and other 

nonscientific areas an understanding and 

appreciation of the many applications of 

mathematics in our contemporary wo rld. Major 

areas covered will be elements of set theory; 

numeration and mathematical systems; geometry; 

basic concepts of algebra such as equations, 

inequalities, percentages and proportions; 

functions and graphs; and an introduction to 

statistics. Pre-requisites: A grade of C or better in 

MATH 100 or placement in CORE 131/ Math 101 

(C- is not satisfactory). This course is not 

appropriate for science or business majors with 

math requirements. The course will be offered in 

the fall semester. 

 

CORE 132, Essential Mathematics for a 

Contemporary World II [3 credits]  - This course is 

a continuation of the survey experience from 

CORE 131(Math I). Additional topics emphasized 

will be logic; graph theory (and how it is used to 

show connections between objects in a set or 

analyze/simplify information); calculations 

involved in personal financial management 

(annuities, credit, home ownership, stocks/bonds); 

voting and apportionment in which different ways 

of determining a winner or use of fairness is 

discussed; problem-solving strategies; probability. 

This course can be taken by science and business 

majors due to the unique nature of topics. 

Pre -requisite: A grade of C or better in either 

CORE 131 or College Algebra (C- is not 

satisfactory). This course will be offered in the 

spring semester. 

 

CORE 150, Composition I [3 credits] 

The first-semester course in the CORE First-Year 

Composition sequence will introduce students to 

the fundamentals of college writing and 

communication, with an emphasis on both the 

writing process and the final product. Students 

will develop their understa nding of global and 

contemporary issues via critical thinking and  learn 

to respond critically using techniques such as 

summary, analysis, and evaluation. This course 

will emphasize expository writing techniques, 

with assignments based on critical analyses of 

primary texts. By the end of the course, students 

will learn how to communicate clearly and 

effectively for a variety of audiences and writing 

situations. Prerequisite: None 

CORE 160, Composition II [3 credits] 

In the second-semester course in the CORE First-

Year Composition sequence, students will more 

fully develop their abilities in critical thinking as 

demonstrated via written and oral 

communication. Emphasis in this course is 

placed on crafting persuasive arguments, with 

research techniques taught as a necessary tool 

for the process of argumentation. This course 

will deepen critical reading and analysis skills, 

and introduce students to the elements of logic, 

particularly as it is used in multiple writing 

situations. Advanced techniques of analysis, 

such as synthesis, will be developed by students 

as they research and utilize appropriate 

information from primary and secondary 

sources for their writing. Prerequisite: CORE 150 

ɬ Composition I or approved equivalency.  

 

CORE 201, Introduction to Business and 

Entrepreneurship [3 credits]  

Introduction to Business and Entrepreneurship is 

an overview of the principles and practices of 
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business concept and entrepreneurial 

development. It describes the tools that allow 

students to make informed decisions about their 

business and entrepreneurial goals. The focus of 

ÛÏÐÚɯ ÊÖÜÙÚÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÖÕɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ ÖÍɯ

concepts that include: choice of ownership, 

marketing, financial statement analysis, personal 

and other financial management and the creating 

and maintaining  a business entity. Pre- requisites: 

Composition I, Composition II, and CORE 131 or 

Math 101 with a D or higher, or approved 

equivalents. 

 

CORE 220, The Creative Arts [3 credits] Seeks to 

develop students' appreciation of the arts, 

reflecting an ability to  recognize, articulate and 

record in a discriminating way an understanding 

of the characteristics common to the various 

forms of the visual and performing arts, and the 

creative process. Through class lectures, 

experiences, discussions, and demonstrations the 

course will encourage critical thinking in seeking 

answers to the question of the involvement of the 

arts through history in human, social, cultural, 

political, and economic evolution. Students 

should come to understand how artistic 

expression reflects the era in which it is created. 

Suggested for the second or third year. 

 

CORE 240, Natural Science [4 credits] 

This course leads students to an understanding of 

the investigative approaches of the natural 

sciences, their historical development and the 

interrelationship of science and technology. 

Different course sections emphasize either the 

biological or physical sciences, but all provide an 

introduction to certain basic concepts or themes: 

the scientific method; the birth of modern 

astronomy; developm ent of the biosphere, 

atmosphere, geosphere; forces of nature; energy, 

its sources and utilization; electromagnetic 

radiation and its interaction with matter; the 

structure, properties, reactivity and bonding of 

matter; evolution, characteristics and 

classification of life forms; the inheritance of 

genetic characteristics; and the relationships 

between an organism and its environment.  

Students utilize computer technology to analyze 

data, research topics and assist in the mastery of 

scientific concepts. Classroom demonstrations 

and laboratory experiments are conducted to 

illustrate concepts. Prerequisite: CORE 131. 

 

CORE 260, Humanities: Thought and 

Experience [3 credits] - Students debate 

humankind's perennial questions, with 

attention to the manner in which  these 

questions have been understood in various 

times and cultures. Topics include the 

meaning of human life; ethics; the problem 

of knowledge; experience and reality; God 

and religious experience; and the 

individual's relationship to society.  

Most readings are drawn from primary sources in 

history, literature, philosophy, and the world's 

religious traditions. A writing -intensive course; 

suggested for the second or third year. 

Prerequisite: CORE 150 and CORE 160. 

CORE 360, The World and Its Peoples [4 credits] 

Aims to prepare students for life as informed 

citizens in a multicultural world. Course includes 

the study of humanity from our early origins 

through the present, emphasizing the unity of 

human experience; the diversity of peoples; the 

variety of civi lizations and cultures; the effects of 

geography and technology on human life; and the 

changing patterns of social, political, economic, 

and cultural institutions, both within civilizations 

and globally. The first half of the course focuses on 

the patterns of major civilizations in Africa, Asia, 

Europe, and the Americas. 

The second half focuses on the civilizational 

interactions during the past 500 years, which have 

created the world as it is today. Suggested for the 

third year. Prerequisites: CORE 150, 160, 220, and 

260. CORE 
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W.E.B. DU BOIS GENERAL UNIVERSITY HONORS 
PROGRAM

The W.E.B. Du Bois General University Honors 

Program, designed for students who have 

demonstrated academic capability, fosters 

excellence in scholarship throughout the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ ÊÈÙÌÌÙɯ Éàɯ ÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÐÕÎɯ ÈÕËɯ

promoting honors studies and activities in the 

total life of the University.  

The program gives concrete expression to the 

conviction that academic excellence is the 

ÏÈÓÓÔÈÙÒɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ ÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

enterprise. Emphasis is placed on: 

Broadly defined educational experiences, 

intensive and extensive in nature; 

Academic performance that is scholastically 

sound, clearly and effectively communicated, and 

relevant to the concerns of the times;  

Individual initiative, including self-organization  

and direction, coupled with cooperative 

teamwork in a community of schol ars 

Some students are invited to join the Honors 

Program upon matriculation to Fisk University. 

Current students with a minimum GPA of 3.5 

may apply to join the program in their sophomore 

or junior year. Applications are due early in the 

fall semester, and are submitted at 

https://www.fisk.edu/academics/honors -

program/apply -to-the-honors-program . 

Students accepted into the W. E. B. Du Bois 

Honors Program receive a number of benefits, 

listed at https://www.fisk.edu/academics/honors -

program . To remain in the program, students 

ÔÜÚÛɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕɯÈɯÔÐÕÐÔÜÔɯƗȭƙɯ&/ ȭɯ(ÍɯÈɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

semester GPA falls below 3.5, he or she will be 

×ÓÈÊÌËɯÖÕɯÏÖÕÖÙÚɯ×ÙÖÉÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ&/ ɯ

falls below 3.5 a second semester, he or she will 

be removed from the program.  

Students who complete the requirements of the 

Honors Program, including the senior honors 

project, graduate wit h General University 

Honors, a designation listed in the 

commencement program. The requirements of 

the honors program are listed at 

https://www.fisk.edu /academics/honors-

program/honors -program -graduation -

requirements. 
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https://www.fisk.edu/academics/honors-program
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RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS (ROTC) 
PROGRAMS 

 

Army and Air Force Reserve Officers Training 

Corps programs, while  not offered on the Fisk 

campus, are available through programs offered 

at two cooperating institutions, Vanderbilt 

University and Tennessee State University. Fisk 

students who participate in the ROTC programs 

are also jointly enrolled at the respective 

institution.  

AIR FORCE RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING 

Students may participate in the Air Force Reserve 

Officer Training (AFROTC) at Detachment 790 on 

the campus of Tennessee State University. 

AFROTC provides pre - commissioning training 

to college students who desire to serve as officers 

in the U.S. Air Force (USAF) . As AFROTC cadets, 

the majority of students will earn scholarships 

that may cover all, or a significant portion of 

tuition costs. In addition, cadets can earn a 

monthly stipend of up to $500 tax -free and up to 

$ 900 per academic year to pay for textbooks. 

Cadets are required to attend AFROTC classes, in 

uniform, one day per week. One summer, 

typically between the sophomore and junior year, 

cadets must attend a four - week military training 

session. The combination of USAF military 

education, traini ng, and college-level curriculum 

gives cadets a broad-based knowledge of 

management, leadership, and technical skills. 

Eligibility requirements are as follows:  

Be a U.S. citizen, thirty years old or younger on 

December 31st of the year of graduation 

(exception exists for prior enlisted);  

¶ Meet USAF weight standards; 

¶ Pass a physical fitness test; 

¶ Have a 2.5+ cumulative college GPA, and 

¶ Pass the Air Force Officer Qualifying Test 

(a USAF-unique academic aptitude test). 

The USAF will accept students from any 

accredited academic major; there is a critical need 

for technical majors such as engineers (all 

disciplines), nursing and those with foreign 

language proficiency. Upon graduation, cadets 

will earn commissions as second lieutenants in 

the United States Air Force and will have the 

opportunity to serve a minimum of four years on 

active duty.  

For more information visit www.AFROTC.com or 

contact the Detachment 790 Unit Admission 

Officer at www.tnstate.edu/rotc.  

ARMY RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING 

Army ROTC programs are offered at Vanderbilt 

University and Tennessee State University. Fisk 

students may participate in these programs and 

are eligible for all the benefits associated with 

them. Tennessee State University and Vanderbilt 

University courses in the ROTC programs are 

noted on students' Fisk transcripts. Fisk, 

however, reserves the right to determine which 

courses are appropriate and consonant with its 

educational objectives. Some courses in the Army 

ROTC program can be counted as general 

electives in a Fisk degree program. These courses 

are listed in this Bulletin under Military Science 

(MS) for the Army program. Participating 

students are eligible to compete for two -year, 

three-year or three and one-half -year 

scholarships at Vanderbilt  University.  Qualified 

juniors and seniors are awarded a book allowance 

and a monthly stipend during the school year. 

Full information on these programs is available to 

interested students upon their enrollment at Fisk. 

See the section entitled Other Academic Programs 

in this Bulletin for a complete listing of Army 

ROTC undergraduate courses.

http://www.afrotc.com/
http://www.tnstate.edu/rotc


  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 83 

 

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND BEHAVIORAL SOCIAL 
SCIENCES  

SHIRLEY R. BROWN. PH.D., DEAN  

MAJORS 

Art  

Elected Studies 

English 

History  

Modern Foreign  Languages 

Music  

Political  Science  

Psychology  

Sociology 

Special Education 

The humanities and social sciences represent a 

diverse group of disciplines. Some are chiefly 

creative while others aim principally to 

communicate. Still others form a critique of 

civilizations as old and rich as human sensibility 

itself. In general, artists and scholars of the 

humanities mix all these  purposes. Aesthetic and 

moral values are of abiding interest throughout 

these disciplines, and the range and quality of 

human expression and experience are unifying 

concerns. The humanities do not try to restrict 

themselves to only deductive reasoning or 

understanding; rather they make a special effort 

to be sensitive to that which cannot always be 

measured exactly or subjected to experiment ɬbe 

it religious experience, artistic judgment, or 

expressive nuance in literature. 

The social science disciplines aim to provide 

students with a balanced exposure to theoretical 

knowledge and practical experience, including 

service learning. Social science students may 

thus be prepared to pursue advanced study or to 

seek employment immediately upon graduation.  

Research and independent study are 

encouraged, as is individual program flexibility. 

All programs in all disciplines are designed for 

compatibility with the aims of the liberal arts 

heritage of Fisk University. The social sciences 

include the academic disciplines of history, 

political science, psychology, sociology, and 

includes a Teacher Education Program. All 

undergraduate majors lead to the Bachelor of 

Arts degree. In addition, Psychology offers 

,ÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚɯÐÕɯÊÓÐÕÐÊÈÓɯ×ÚàÊÏÖÓÖÎàɯ

and general psychology. The Teacher Education 

Program is available for elementary and 

secondary licensure of students in selected 

departments from each school and offers a 

Bachelor of Science degree in special education. 

The disciplines included among the humanities 

at Fisk are art, English, modern foreign 

languages, and music.  In addition, the school 

offers courses in African and African American 

studies, mass communications, gender studies 

and dance. A minor is possible in African 

American Studies and in women and gender 

studies. 

Major fields are available in art or in music 

education for the Bachelor of Science degree; in 

English, music, or Spanish for the Bachelor of 

Arts degree; and in piano, vocal, or instrumental 

performance for the Bachelor of Music degree. 

These programs should be taken in combination 

with any major area within the School of 

Humanities and Behavioral Social Sciences or 

any other department of the University.  

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND 

BEHAVIORAL SOCIAL SCIENCES: SCHOOL 

COURSES 

This section lists school offerings only; see 

individual department headings for other 

offerings.  
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Department of Arts and Languages  

Holly Hamby, Ph.D., Department Chair  

Art  

Alicia Henry, M.F.A., Discipline Coordinator  

The academic discipline of art exposes students 

to a rigorous program of undergraduate courses 

that are designed to prepare majors for advanced 

study and professional careers. Many graduates 

undertake careers in teaching, lecturing, studio, 

museum studies, fil m animation, editorial 

cartooning, architecture, fashion design, and 

graphic illustration. Also, theatrical and motion 

picture set decoration, urban design, interior 

design, industrial design, computer graphics, 

museum conservation, museum education and 

administration, gallery entrepreneurship and 

other related areas. The discipline's curriculum 

is in keeping with the mission of Fisk University 

as a liberal arts institution and  is taught in the 

spirit of the traditional academy wherein solid 

foundational tr aining and sound philosophical 

values are highly prized.  

 

The goals of the art discipline are: 

¶ To promote the fundamentals of visual 

communication, observation, and 

analysis; 

¶ To provide an understanding of works of 

art within a diverse historical and 

cultu ral context; 

¶ To promote and cultivate a lifelong 

commitment to the arts; and  

¶ To equip and prepare students for 

graduate and professional schools, and 

for careers in the arts. 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of required and elective art 

undergraduate majo r courses, the student will 

be able to: 

¶ Demonstrate competency in a broad 

range of media and skillfully create 

artistic forms using techniques, tools, 

and methods appropriate;  

¶ Demonstrate competency in design 

principles common to all discipline;  

¶ Develop and complete a final project in 

their area of concentration; 

¶ Demonstrate an understanding of major 

ÈÙÛÐÚÛɀÚɯÞÖÙÒÚȮɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÈÕËɯ

contemporary art trends;  

¶ Demonstrate and understanding of the 

social, business, political, and gender 

specific dynami cs that influence the 

making and interpreting of art; and  

¶ Demonstrate competent oral and written 

communication skills.  

Requirements for the art major, in addition to the 

University degree requirements outlined within 

this Bulletin are as follows:  

Required major courses [28 credits] 

 

ART 101, Life Drawing & Composition [4 

credits]  

ART 111, Elementary Design [4 credits] 

ART 201, Methods and Materials of Painting [4 

credits]  

ART 207 (or 208), Arts & Ideas [4 credits] 

ART 301 (or 302), Sculpture [4 credits] ART 401, 

Senior Portfolio I [4 credits]  

ART 402, Senior Portfolio II [4 credits]  

Elective coursework in art ɬ 8 hours of additional 

credits in art.  Cognate courses ɬ 12 credits 

selected from offerings of the School of 

Humanities and Behavioral Social Sciences or 

any of its academic disciplines other than art. 

(Exception: candidates for teacher certification 

may be permitted to substitute education 

courses as needed.) 

General Elective courses ɬ 28 to 40 credits, 

dependent on foreign language placement. 
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Requirements for the joint major: students 

wishing to combine art with another major may 

do so in accord with University regulations. 

Such arrangements require the cooperation of 

both departments involved, and the art 

component must total 24 hours, as follows:  

Required major courses [20 credits] 

ART 101, Life Drawing and Composition [4 

credits]  

ART 111, Elementary Design [4 credits]  

ART 201, Painting [4 credits] 

ART 207 (or 208), Arts and Ideas [4 credits]  

ART 401, Senior Portfolio I [4 credits]  

Elective Course in Art [4 credits]  

Cognate courses ɬ as defined for the single major 

[8 credits] 

Suggested Program Plan for Art Majors: 

First Year, Fall Semester [15 credits] 

CORE 100, New Student Orientation [1 credit]  

CORE 150, Communication I [3 credits]  

CORE 131, Mathematics I [3 credits] 

ART 101 Life Drawing and Composition OR ART 

111, Elementary Design [4 credits]  

LANG 101, Language I [4 credits] 

 

First Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

CORE 160, Communication II and Oral 

Communication [3 credits]  

CORE 120, Critical Thinking [2 credits]  

ART Elective [4 credits]  

LANG 102, Language II [4 credits]  

CORE 132, Mathematics II [3 credits] 

 

Second Year, Fall Semester [15 credits]  

CORE 201, Introduction to Business and 

Entrepreneurship [3 credits]  

ART 201, Methods and Materials of Painting OR 

ART 111, Elementary Design [4 credits] 

LANG 200, Intermediate [4 credits]  

CORE A, Cultural Exposure: ART 291, ART 292, 

ENG 275, HIS 180, HIS 270, MUS 200, OR MUS 

206 [4 credits] 

 

Second Year, Spring Semester [15 credits] 

CORE 260, Humanities [4 credits]  

CORE 220, The Creative Arts [3 credits]  

ART 208, Arts and Ideas [4 credits]  

CORE course [4 credits] 

 

Third Year, Fall Semester [16 credits] 

CORE 360, The World and Its People [4 credits]  

ART 301, Sculpture [4 credits] 

Cognate Elective [4 credits] 

Group E, Social Science: ECON 230, ECON 240, 

HIS 160, PSCI 122, PSY 180, OR SOC 100 [4 

credits]  

 

Third Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

ART Elective [4 credits]  

Cognate Elective [4 credits] 

CORE 240, Natural Sciences [4 credits]  

General Elective [4 credits] 

Fourth Year, Fall Semester [16 credits]  

ART 401, Senior Portfolio I [4 credits]  

General Electives [12 credits] 

 

Fourth Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] ART 

402,  

Senior Portfolio II [4 credits] General Electives 

[12 credits] 

Total hours for graduation: 125 credits  
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MINORS AND AREAS OF CONCENTRATION  

Minor in Film Studies 

In addition to the major, the Department of Arts 

and Languages offers two formal minors: 

interior design and film studies and a 

concentration in graphic design in collaboration 

with Watkins College of Art, Design & Film.  

Fisk University, through a collaborative 

agreement with Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film, offe rs a minor in film studies. This 

agreement allows students enrolled in 

undergraduate degree programs at Fisk 

University to earn a minor in film studies by  

cross -registering for courses offered at Watkins 

College of Art, Design & Film.  

Participating studen ts must be in good standing 

in a baccalaureate degree program at Fisk 

University, and must submit an application to 

enroll in the minor in film studies program at 

Watkins College of Art, Design & Film.  

Students do not have to apply for admission to, 

or register at Watkins College of Art, Design & 

Film.  

To enroll in the minor of film studies, students 

must have completed CORE 150-English 

Composition I and  

ART 101 ɬ Life Drawing and Composition (or 

their equivalent, as determined by Fisk 

University) ɬ with a ÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ"ɂɯÖÙɯÉÌÛÛÌÙȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯ

courses will be accepted as equivalent to the 

Watkins College of Art, Design & Film courses 

ENG 101 ɬ English Composition I and ART 111ɬ 

Drawing I, respectively, for the purpose of 

satisfying the course prerequisite requiremen ts 

for the film studies courses included in the minor 

program of study.  

 

To successfully complete the minor in film 

studies, students must earn a grade of C or better 

in the following Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film courses:  

FLM 103, Elements of Film Art [3 credits]  

FLM 112, Tech I [3 credits] 

FLM 201, Film History I [3 credits]  

FLM 202, Film History II [3 credits]  

FLM 251, Social Documentary Filmmaking [3 

credits]  

FLM 271, Special Topics [3 credits] 

Total Credits: 18 credits 

The eighteen semester hours will apply toward 

completion of the undergraduate degree 

program at Fisk University.  

Completion of the minor is not intended to 

provide a credential in film studies, nor will it 

qualify a student as eligible to apply for 

certification examinations. After credit is earned 

and reported for each class, the Registrar of 

Watkins College of Art, Design & Film will 

transmit the proper documentation to the 

Registrar at Fisk University so that the academic 

ÊÙÌËÐÛÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÓàɯÈËËÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

transcript record. Interested students should 

contact the chair of the Department of Arts and 

Languages and the academic discipline 

Coordinator for art at Fisk University. While 

taking classes at Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film, Fisk University students ar e responsible 

for understanding and complying with the 

policies and procedures described in the 

Watkins College of Art, Design  & Film Student 

Handbook. A copy of this document is available 

to Fisk students upon registration into the 

concentration and in th e Office of the Registrar 

at both institutions.  

Minor in Interior Design  

Fisk University through a collaborative 

agreement with Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film offers Fisk students enrolled in 

undergraduate degree programs the possibility 

to earn a minor in interior design at Watkins             

College of Art, Design & F ilm. Participating 

students must be in good standing in a 

baccalaureate degree program at Fisk 

University, and must submit an application to 

enroll in the minor in interior design program. 

Students do not have to apply for admission to, 
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or register at Watk ins College of Art, Design & 

Film.  

To enroll in the minor of interior design, 

students must have completed CORE 150 ɬ 

Composition I and ART 101 ɬ Life Drawing and 

Composition (or their equivalent, as determined 

Éàɯ%ÐÚÒɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȺɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌÚɯÖÍɯɁ"ɂɯÖÙɯÉÌÛter. 

These courses will be accepted as equivalent to 

the Watkins College of Art, Design & Film 

courses ENG 101 ɬ English Composition I and 

ART 111 ɬ Drawing I, respectively, for the 

purpose of satisfying the course prerequisite 

requirements for the interio r design courses 

included in the minor program of study.  

To successfully complete the minor in interior 

design, students must earn a grade of C or better 

in the following Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film courses: 

IND 101, Design Fundamental [8 credits] IND 

111, Architectural Drawing I [8 credits] IND 113, 

Building Construction [8 credits] IND 206, 

Historical Interiors I [8 credits] IND 205, Textiles 

and Furnishings [8 credits] IND 207, Historical 

Interiors II [8 credits]  

OR 

IND 311, CAD I [8 credits]  

Total Credits: 18 credit hours. 

Academic credit of three semester hours will be 

awarded for successful completion of each 

course. Students completing the minor will have 

earned eighteen semester hours to apply toward 

completion of their undergraduate  degree 

program at Fisk University. Completion of the 

minor is not intended to provide any credentials 

in interior design, nor will it qualify a student as 

eligible to apply for certification examinations. 

At the end of the program, the Registrar of 

Watkin s College of Art, Design & Film will 

transmit the proper documentation to the 

Registrar at Fisk University so that the academic 

ÊÙÌËÐÛɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÓàɯÈËËÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ

transcript record. While taking classes at 

Watkins College of Art, Design & Film, Fisk 

University students are responsible for 

understanding and complying with the policies 

and procedures described in the Watkins College 

of Art, Design & Film Student Handbook. A copy 

of this document is available to Fisk students 

upon registration into the concentration and in 

the Office of the Registrar at both institutions.  

Concentration in Graphic Design  

Fisk University, through a collaborative 

agreement with Watkins College of Art, Design 

& Film offers a concentration in graphic design. 

This agreement allows students enrolled in 

undergraduate degree programs at Fisk 

University to complete a concentration in 

graphic design by cross-registering for courses 

offered at Watkins College of Art, Design & Film 

Participating students must be enrolled in good 

standing in the Bachelor of Science in Art degree 

program at Fisk University, and must submit an 

application to enroll in the concentration in 

graphic design program. This program is not 

available to students who have already earned 

ÛÏÌɯ!ÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌȮɯÖr who are enrolled in 

other programs of study. Students do not have 

to apply for admission to or register at Watkins 

College of Art, Design & Film. The Bachelor of 

Science in Art degree earned through 

participation in this program will be awarded by 

Fisk University.  

In addition to the University degree 

requirements outlined in this Bulletin, 

requirements for the concentration in graphic 

design are as follows: 

Required concentration courses [48 credits]:   

ART 101, Life Drawing & Composition [4 

credits] ART 111, Elementary Design [4 credits], 

ART 115 Color Fundamentals [3 credits] GRD 

101, History of Graphic Design [3 credits] PHO 

121, Black & White Photography I [3 credits] 

GRD 110, Graphic Design I [3 credits] 

GRD 121, Typography I [3 credits]  

GRD 210, Graphic Design II [3 credits] GRD 230, 

Computer Studio I [3 credits] GRD 231, 

Computer Studio II [3 credits] PHO  351, Digital 

Imaging [3  credits]  
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GRD 251, Professional Practices [3 credits]  

GRD 310, Graphic Design III [3 credits] GRD 232, 

Typography II [3 cre dits]  

ART 401, Senior Portfolio I [4 credits] 

Total Credits: 48 credit hours. 

General Elective Courses are 28 to 40 credits, 

depending on foreign language placement. 

Coursework indicated by an asterisk (*) above is 

to be taken at Fisk University. All other  courses 

listed are to be taken at Watkins College of Art, 

Design & Film. Completion of the concentration 

is not intended to provide a credential in graphic 

design, nor   will it qualify a student as eligible 

to apply for certification examinations. After 

credit is earned and reported for each class, the 

Registrar of Watkins College of Art, Design & 

Film will transmit the proper documentation to 

the Registrar at Fisk University so that the 

academic credit can be properly entered on the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÛÙÈÕÚÊÙÐ×Ûɯrecord. 

While taking classes at Watkins College of Art, 

Design & Film, Fisk University students are 

responsible for understanding and complying 

with the policies and procedures described in the 

Watkins College of Art, Design & Film Student 

Handbook. A copy  of this document is available 

to Fisk students upon registration into the 

concentration and in the Office of the Registrar 

at both institutions.  

Elected Studies 

Dr. Hannibal Leach, Discipline Coordinator  

The "elected studies" major option is available, in 

addition to the prescribed major fields, so that 

students may propose an individually designed 

major not regularly offered at Fisk.  

This option is intended for students who have 

clearly developed educati onal aims and find the 

usual range of available major fields 

inappropriate to those aims. Such students may 

propose individually  designed majors by 

submitting, at least four semesters prior to the 

anticipated graduation date, a proposal to their 

faculty academic advisors. The faculty academic 

advisor refers the proposal to the appropriate 

department chairs for review.  

Department Chairs may request more 

information and/or interview students as 

necessary. Department Chairs will forward all 

approved proposals to the Dean of the 

appropriate School for acceptance. The Dean 

may in turn request more information and/or 

interview students as necessary. Successful 

proposals are forwarded to the Provost for final 

approval. Such proposal becomes the basis for a 

contract between the student and the University 

and binding on both student and institution, 

unless modified by subsequent written 

agreement. Duplicates will be filed in the Office 

of the Registrar and the Office of the Provost. 

The proposal for an elected studies major should 

include a clear statement of the rationale for the 

proposed program, a statement of the student's 

career objectives, and a listing of specific courses 

to be included in the program. In preparing 

elected studies proposals, students are cautioned 

to   remain sensitive to the broad liberal arts 

objectives of the University and are advised, in 

particular, to avoid proposals that are too 

specialized to be compatible with the usual aims 

of undergraduate study at Fisk. Proposals are 

also evaluated for their compatibility with the 

faculty, laboratory, and library resources 

available to Fisk University.  

Degree Requirements 

Students must complete a minimum of 120 

semester hours and fulfill all other degree 

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ !ÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯ ËÌÎÙÌÌɯ ÈÚɯ

specified in the Undergraduate Degree 

Requirements section in the published 

University Bulletin;  

Students must complete all CORE requirements 

Students must demonstrate mastery of a foreign 

language at the intermediate level 

Students may complete up to sixty hours in their 

major areas of interest; 
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 ɯ ÔÐÕÐÔÜÔɯ ÎÙÈËÌɯ ÖÍɯ Ɂ"ɂɯ ÐÚɯ ÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÈÓÓɯ

courses taken as part of the Elected Studies 

major areas of inquiry;  

Students are free to select electives but must 

remain cognizant of their career goals or 

graduate education options. It is very important 

to discuss electives with the Coordinator of the 

Elected Studies Major; A course selected 

originally as part of the Elected Studies major 

areas of inquiry may not be turned into an 

elective. 

For more information concerning how 

previously earned college credits will apply 

toward the Elected Studies degree, contact the 

Provost in Cravath Hall, Room 110. 

Note: Elected Studies majors are responsible for 

meeting all course prerequisitesɭwhen 

required. They should be aware of such courses 

and choose their curriculum and electives with 

great care, foresight and precision. 

English 

Holly Hamby , Ph.D., Discipline Coordinator  

For the student who chooses to major in English, 

ÛÏÌɯ #ÐÚÊÐ×ÓÐÕÌɀÚɯ ÎÖÈÓÚɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ

knowl edge and skills necessary for pursuing 

graduate studies, and for careers in teaching and 

in the many other professions that depend on 

writing and literary ability. For both majors and 

non- majors, the Discipline seeks to provide 

opportunities for the intel lectual and 

imaginative development afforded by the study 

of language and literature. The Discipline also 

seeks to preserve and promote the study of the 

literary heritage of African Americans.  

The primary objectives of the academic 

discipline of English ar e designed so that 

students who successfully complete the 

undergraduate major will be able to:  

¶ Write effectively;  

¶ Identify and recognize major writers and 

literary works in the history of the 

English and American literature;  

¶ Identify and recognize major wr iters and 

literary works in the history of African 

American literature;  

¶ Demonstrate the skills and strategies for 

interpreting and critiquing literature; 

and 

¶ Recognize rhetorical structure, style, and 

philosophy including the use of the 

Modern Language Association (MLA) 

Style. 

Learning Outcomes 

Students who complete the program in English 

will be able to:  

¶ Identify major writers in the history of 

English and American literature  

¶ Recognize the African American literary 

tradition  

¶ Understand the skills and strat egies for 

interpreting literature  

 

¶ Write effectively  

¶ Understand the relationship of literature 

with other humanities disciplines  

¶ Demonstrate awareness of the role of 

literature in society and of the 

opportunities for graduate studies and 

careers in literature, writing, and other 

areas in which a literary and writing 

background is advantageous 

Requirements for the major, in addition to the 

University degree requirements outlined within 

this Bulletin, are at least 36 credits as follows: 

Required major courses [24 credits]: ENG 220, 

Survey of American Literature I  

ENG 330, Survey of British Literature I ENG 265, 

Shakespeare 

Plus, one of the following three courses: ENG 

222, American Literature II -Figure ENG 224, 

American Literature II -Period ENG 226, 

American Literature II -Genre 



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 90 

 

Plus, one of the following three courses:  

ENG 332, British Literature II -Figure 

ENG 334, British Literature II -Period 

ENG 336, British Literature II -Genre 

 

Plus, one of the following two courses:  

ENG 275, African American Literature to 1919 

ENG 276, The Harlem Renaissance to the Present 

Electives in English-12 additional credits 

selected from any English Department courses 

not taken to meet the above requirements. 

(ÍɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÛÈÒÌɯ6ÙÐÛÌÙɀÚɯ6ÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ɯÛÞÐÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÈɯ

total of eight credit hours, they must also take 

another English elective, for four credits, to 

fulfill the requirement of twelve credit hours in 

English electives. Or, students may choose to 

substitute for English electives with any of the 

following courses offered through the School of 

Humanities and Behavioral Social Sciences: 

Mass Media and Society, Introduction in 

Journalism, Topics in Journalism, and 

Newspaper Production.  

When used as substitutes for English electives, 

these courses may be counted toward the twelve 

required English elective credits. They need not 

accumulate, however, toward the 36 credits in 

English that are required as part of th e major. 

Majors may also take up to twelve additional 

hours of English courses, for a total of no more 

than 48 hours, although they are not required to 

do so. 

Joint majors combining English and another 

discipline must take at least 24 hours in English, 

consisting of the required major courses. Joint 

majors may also take up to eight additional 

hours of English courses, for a total of not more 

than 32 hours, although they are not required to 

do so. 

Suggested Program Plan for English Majors 

 

First Year, Fall Semester [15 credits]  

CORE 100 New Student Orientation 

[1 credit]  

CORE 150 Composition I  

[3 credits]  

CORE 131 Mathematics [3 credits]  

FREN or SPAN 101 Elem. French or Spanish I [4 

credits] General Elective [4 credits] 

 

First Year, Spring Semester [15-17 credits] 

CORE 120 Critical Thinking [2 credits]  

CORE 160 Composition II [3 credits] 

FREN or SPAN 102 Elem. French [4 credits]  

CORE Group A-E [A] [2 -4 credits] 

ENG Elective [4 credits] 

 

Second Year, Fall Semester [18 credits] 

ENG 220 Survey of American Literature I [4 

credits]  

CORE 201 Introduction to Business [3 credits]  

CORE 260 Humanities [3 credits] 

FREN or SPAN 200 Intermediate [4 credits]  

General elective [4 credits] 

 

Second Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

ENG 222, 224, OR 226 American Literature II-

Period, Genre, Figure [4 credits] 

CORE Group A-E [E] [4 credits] CORE Group A-

E [D] [4 credits] General elective [4 credits]  

 

Third Year, Fall Semester [16-18 credits] 

ENG 265 Shakespeare [4 credits]  

ENG 275 African American Literature to 1919 or  

Elective [4 credits] 

ENG 330 Survey of British Literature I [4 credits]  

CORE Group A-E [B] [3-4 credits] 

General Elective [1-2 credits] 
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Third Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

ENG 276 The Harlem Renaissance to the Present 

OR elective in English [4 credits] 

CORE 360 The World and Its Peoples [4 credits]  

ENG 332, 334, 336 British Literature II-Figure, 

Period, Genre [4 credits] 

General elective [4 credits] 

 

Fourth Year, Fall Semester [12 credits]  

ENG 480 [4 credits]  

CORE A-E [C] [4 credits] 

Combination of English electives (as needed) 

and general electives [4 credits] 

 

Fourth Year, Spring Semester [12 credits] 

Combination of English electives (as needed) 

and general electives [13credits] 

Total hours: 122-125 credits 

Total hours required for graduation: 120 credits  

The cafeteria style CORE curriculum will be 

chosen from one of the courses in each of the 

following groups, A -E. 

 

GROUP A (Choose one of the following)  

ART 291 African- American Art  

ART 292 African Art  

ENG 275 African-American Literature to 1919 

HIS 180 African History  

HIS 270 African-American History MUS 200 

World Music  

MUS 206 Crosscurrents in African and African -

American Music  

 

GROUP B (Choose one of the following)  

CORE 132 Mathematics II  

BAD 200 Applied Calculus for Business and 

Economics  

BAD 260 Applied Statistics 

MATH 125 Discrete Mathematics  

NSCI 360 Statistics 

SSCI 280 Statistics for the Social Science Research 

 

GROUP C (Choose one of the following)  

CORE 220 Creative Arts  

MU S 207 20th Century Music 

MUS 208 History of Jazz  

ART 207 Arts and Ideas I  

ART 208 Arts and Ideas II 

MUS 205 Music in America 

 

GROUP D (Choose CORE 240 or any two science 

disciplines from the list below)  

CORE 240 Natural Science OR 

BIOL101, 101L General Biology and General 

Biology Lab  

CHEM 113, 103L General Chemistry and 

Experiments in General Chemistry  

PHYS 130,130L University Physics and 

University Physics Lab  

 

GROUP E (Choose one of the following)  

ECON 230 Principles of Microeconomics ECON 

240 Principles of Macroeconomics HIS 160 

United States History  

PSCI 122 American Political Systems PSY 180 

General Psychology 

SOC 100 Introduction to Sociology 

Total hours required for graduation: 120 cr edits 
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Women and Gender Studies, Minor  

Katharine Burnett, Ph.D., Coordinator  

The minor in Women's and Gender Studies 

(WGS) is administered as an Interdisciplinary 

program by the School of Humanities and 

Behavioral Social Sciences and the Department 

of Arts and Languages. Its purpose is to prov ide 

Fisk students an opportunity to pursue a 

coordinated program of study focusing on the 

history and theory of gender and sexuality, as 

well as gender-related topics and LGBTQ+ 

studies in the contemporary world.  

The minor draws on the perspectives of 

lite rature, philosophy, religious study, and the 

social and natural sciences. Students in any 

major field may complete the minor in women's 

and gender studies, with the approval of their 

faculty academic advisors and the Coordinator 

of the Women's and Gender Studies Program. 

1ÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÎÌÕËÌÙɯ

studies minor include 16 hours of courses in the 

ÈÙÌÈɯ ÖÍɯ ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÎÌÕËÌÙɯ ÚÛÜËÐÌÚȭɯ 3Öɯ

complete the minor, the student must complete 

all requirements for one of the major fields 

described elsewhere in this Bulletin and 

ÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓÓàɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯȹÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ"ɂɯÖÙɯÉÌÛÛÌÙȺȮɯÐÕɯ

the process of meeting the total credit-hour 

graduation requirement and the requirements 

for one of the major fields, four of the following 

courses: 

ART 250 Women and Art  

ENG 240 Women and Literature  

HIS 240 Women in the Civil Rights Movement  

'22ɯƖƙƔɯ(ÕÛÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ&ÌÕËÌÙɯ

Studies  

PSCI 320B Women in Politics 

PSY 231 Psychology of Women and Gender  

SOC 108 Relations Between Men and Women 

 Õàɯ ɁÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ ÛÖ×ÐÊÚɂɯ ÊÖÜÙÚÌɯ ËÌÈÓÐÕÎɯ

prÌËÖÔÐÕÈÕÛÓàɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÎÌÕËÌÙɯ

studies and approved by the Coordinator of the 

6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ&ÌÕËÌÙɯ2ÛÜËÐÌÚɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭ 

3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÈÊÛÜÈÓɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÚÛÜËàɯȹÔÈÑÖÙɯÈÕËɯ

minor courses) is designed by the student in 

consultation with the major faculty academic  

ÈËÝÐÚÖÙɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÖÙËÐÕÈÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ

Gender Studies Program. 

African American Studies Minor  

Hannibal Leach, Ph.D., Coordinator  

African American Studies Minor is an 

interdisciplinary program administered by the 

Department of Arts and Languages in the School 

of Humanities and Behavioral Social Sciences. 

The purpose of the minor is to provide Fisk 

University students an opportunity to pursue a 

coordinated program of study focusing on the 

African American experiences as it relates to past 

and current knowledge that informs issues in 

contemporary, national,  and global discourses. 

The minor will be key to individual, community, 

and national understanding. Fisk is unique in the 

ability to address this area of study based on the 

extraordinary past that the university offers as 

well as the archival treasures and the 

contemporary opportunities prevalent through 

the university. This minor will also contribute to 

a critical understanding of African American 

culture, race and race politics, economics, 

literature, history, sociology and other areas of 

innovation and critical thought. Information 

about the minor program is available from the 

Coordinator of the African American Studies 

Program. Students in any major field may 

complete the minor in Afric an American studies 

with the approval of their faculty academic 

advisors and the Coordinator of African 

American Studies. 

Requirements for the African American Studies 

minor includes 20 -hours of courses in the area of 

African American studies.  

To complete the minor, the student must:  

Complete all requirements for one of the major 

fields; Successfully ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯȹÎÙÈËÌɯÖÍɯɁ"ɂɯÖÙɯ

better), in the process of meeting the total credit-

hour graduation requirement and the 

requirements for one of the major fields; and  
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3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯÈÊÛÜÈÓɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÚÛÜËàɯȹÔÈÑÖÙɯÈÕËɯ

minor courses) is designed by the student in 

consultation with the major faculty academic 

advisor and the Coordinator of African 

American studies Minor.  

Course consideration for a MINOR in African 

American  Studies: 

Required courses in the minor [20 credits]: 

Prerequisite: C or better in Composition I and II 

CORE 150 & 160 

Required: THREE courses [12 credits] HIS 270 

African -American History  

ENG 276 African American Literature 1919 ɬ 

Present PSCI 245 African American Political 

Thought, OR PSCI 254 Politics in the Black 

Community  

TWO courses [8 credits] from the following: ART 

291 African-American Art  

HIS 210 Selected Topics in African-American 

History**  

MUS 206 Crosscurrents in African and African 

American Music (2 credits)  

MUS 208 History of Jazz HSS 380 Black 

Experience HIS 350 Africa and the World SOC 

305 Ethnicity and Race ENG 280 Seminar 

Approved  

 Õàɯ ɁÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ ÛÖ×ÐÊÚɂɯ ÊÖÜÙÚÌɯ ËÌÈÓÐÕÎɯ

predominantly with African American studies 

can be approved by the Coordinator of the 

African American Studies Minor.  

**Students are required to take the capstone 

course for their respective primary discipline. 

This will be the research component of this 

minor.  

4.. No course will be counted twice in satisfying 

the requirements. If you are taking any of the 

courses listed above as apart of required courses 

for your major or for a CORE requirement, select 

from the remaining courses to meet the 20-hour 

requirement. Please see the Coordinator of the 

African American Studie s minor if other 

considerations are needed. Other course that 

relate to the major may be approved by request 

and submission of the course syllabi. 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Ana Rueda-Garcia, Ph.D., Discipline 

Coordinator  

The academic discipline of modern foreign 

languages seeks to develop in students the 

ability to read, write, and speak a foreign 

language with accuracy and ease of expression. 

The suggested course of study includes 

instruction in language acquisition, the exposure 

to and the study of culture, the techniques of 

literary criticism and the examination of literary 

traditions. French and Spanish are offered as 

languages to meet University graduation 

requirements. Spanish can be elected as a major 

or joint major. The goals of the discipline are to:  

¶ Provide the appropriate foreign 

language training and skills;  

¶ Develop in students an understanding 

and appreciation for foreign languages, 

literatures, and cultures;  

¶ Make readily available to students t he 

appropriate technological support to 

enhance learning 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the requisite major classes 

and electives in Spanish, majors and joint majors 

will be able to:  

¶ Demonstrate proficiency in all four basic 

skills: listening compreh ension, verbal 

communication,  expository writing and 

critical reading  

¶ Differentiate dialectal variances between 

Spain and the Spanish-speaking world  

¶ Demonstrate fundamental knowledge 

and comprehension of literary schools of 

thought  
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¶ Identify major literary theorists and 

discuss their contributions to the 

discipline  

¶ Analyze and critique Spanish literature  

¶ Identify the practices, behavior, and 

products of peoples and cultures other 

than their own.  

Prerequisites for a major or joint major in 

Spanish are the SPAN 101-102 and 200 sequences 

or their equivalents. Requirements for the major 

and joint major, in addition to the university 

degree requirements outlined in this Bulletin, 

are as follows: 

Any prerequisites to the required major or 

required joint major cours es: SPAN 101-102 and 

200 or equivalent. 

Required courses in the major and joint major [16 

credits]:  

SPAN 311-312 Conversation and Composition I 

&II SPAN 313-314 Survey of Spanish Literature I 

& II  

Electives in the major: 16 additional credits in 

Spanish to total 32 hours 

Electives in the joint major: 8 additional credits 

in Spanish to total 24 hours 

Elective course work is highly recommended in 

African, European, or Latin American history, 

English, philosophy, and art. Students 

particularly interested in linguistics will find 

offerings in psychology, sociology, and 

mathematics of value. Students intending to 

teach or enter graduate school are strongly urged 

to study a second language. 

Suggested Program plan for Spanish Majors: 

 

First Year, Fall Semester [17 credits] 

CORE 100 New Student Orientation Seminar [1 

credit]  

CORE 150 Composition I [3 credits] 

CORE 131 Mathematics OR MATH 101, 110, or 

120 may be substituted [3 credits] 

SPAN 101 Elem. Spanish I [4 credits] 

General electives [6 credits] 

First Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

CORE 160 Communication II and Oral 

Communication [3 credits]  

CORE 120 Critical Thinking [2 credits]  

SPAN 102 Elem. Spanish II [4 credits] 

CORE B [3 credits] 

General elective [4 credits] 

 

Second Year, Fall Semester [16 credits]  

CORE 201 Introduction to Business and 

Entrepreneurship [3 credits]  

SPAN 200 Intermediate Spanish [4 credits] 

CORE 201 [3 credits] 

CORE A [3 credits] 

CORE D [3 credits] 

General elective [4 credits]  

 

Second Year, Spring Semester [15 credits]  

SPAN 310 Language and Culture [4 credits] 

CORE 260 Humanities [3 credits] 

Elective course in Spanish [4 credits]  

CORE E [4 credits] 

 

Third Year, Fall Semester [16 credits]  

CORE 360 The World and Its Peoples [4 credits]  

SPAN 311 Conversation/Composition I [4 

credits]  

SPAN 313 Masterpieces/Survey of Spanish 

Literature I [4 credits]  

CORE C [4 credits] 

 

Third Year, Spring Semester [16 credits] 

SPAN 312 Conversation and Composition I [4 

credits]  



  

 

  
FISK UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE BULLETIN 95 

 

SPAN 314 Masterpieces/Survey of Span 

Literature II [4 credits]  

Elective courses in Spanish [8 credits] 

 

Fourth Year, Fall Semester [13 credits] 

Electives in Spanish [4 credits]  

General electives [9 credits] 

 

Fourth Year, Spring Semester [14 credits] 

Electives in Spanish [8 credits]  

General electives [6 credits] 

The cafeteria style CORE curriculum will be 

chosen from one of the courses in each of the 

following groups, A -E. 

 

GROUP A (Choose one of the following)  

ART 291 African- American Art  

ART 292 African Art  

ENG 275 African-American Litera ture  

HIS 180 African History  

H IS 270 African-American History  

MUS 200 World Music  

MUS 206 Crosscurrents in African and African -

American Music  

 

GROUP B (Choose one of the following)  

CORE 132 Mathematics II 

BAD 200 Applied Calculus for Business and 

Economics 

BAD 260 Applied Statistics 

MATH 125 Discrete Mathematics  

NSCI 360 Statistics 

SSCI 280 Statistics for the Social Science Research 

 

GROUP C (Choose one of the following)  

CORE 220 Creative Arts  

MUS 207 20th Century Music 

MUS 208 History of Jazz  

ART 207 Arts and Ideas I 

ART 208 Arts and Ideas II 

MUS 205 Music in America 

 

GROUP D (Choose CORE 240 or any two science 

disciplines from the list below)  

CORE 240 Natural Science OR 

BIOL101, 101L General Biology and General 

Biology  Lab CHEM 113, 103L General Chemistry 

and Experiments in General Chemistry  

PHYS 130,130L University Physics and 

University Physics Lab  

GROUP E (Choose one of the following)  ECON 

230 Principles of Microeconomics ECON 240 

Principles of Macroeconomics HIS 160 United 

States History 

PSCI 122 American Political Systems PSY 180 

General Psychology 

SOC 100 Introduction to Sociology 

A total of 37-41 hours (41 hours will be earned if 

one selects two science disciplines to satisfy 

group D) are required to fulfill the C ORE 

requirement.  

Total hours required for graduation: 120  
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Music  

Paul T. Kwami , D.M.A., Discipline Coordinator   

Music has occupied a central role in the Fisk 

Ìß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ ÚÐÕÊÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ 4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ Ö×ÌÕÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ

1866. From their first historic tour, the Fisk 

University Jubilee Singers® established a 

reputation for excellence in musical performance 

and preserved the rich heritage of the Negro 

Spiritual. Today, Fisk continues to provide 

students the opportunity to develop individual 

talent, appreciation, and aesthetic sensibility. 

Fisk University is accredited by the National 

Association of Schools of Music. 

Instruction is offered in a variety of topics. 

Individual courses cover the contributions of 

composers and artists of many cultures and 

stylis tic periods. Individual and group applied 

music lessons are offered. Non-music majors are 

encouraged to elect courses in music and to 

participate in music ensembles. 

The Fisk University Music Discipline provides 

excellent education with a broad -based technical 

competency and proficiency in preparing 

students for careers in music. The goals of the 

department are to: 

Prepare students, through various curricula, for 

careers and leadership in the music profession; 

Provide opportunities for individual students t o 

discover and develop the knowledge and 

understanding in music that can be related to 

individual interests and needs as well as to 

activities in a multicultural society;  

Offer musical training for students in other 

academic disciplines through ensemble and 

applied instruction;  

 

Utilize the variety of performances of music 

students and faculty to further motivate music 

students to pursue professional careers and to 

enrich the lives of the Fisk family, the 

community, the nation, and the world, following 

the example of the original Fisk Jubilee Singers®. 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of required courses in Music, 

Music Education or Music Performance, the 

student will:  

¶ Apply the essential concepts of music to 

personal and professional situations.  

¶ Demonstrate creativity and stylistic 

performance practices applicable to 

diverse musical genres. 

¶ Demonstrate the influence of culture on 

music composition and performance.  

¶ Recognize important historical periods 

in music and combine elements of theory 

and composition in the art of composing 

and arranging.  

¶ Support and lead the role of music and 

ÔÜÚÐÊɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÔÜÓÛÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯ

and diverse world.  

¶ Demonstrate musical service. 

¶ Demonstrate leadership, 

professionalism, and pedagogical skill.  

Degree Programs 

Strong leadership qualities and personal and 

musical growth are nurtured by provision of a 

creative atmosphere in three different courses of 

study. 1) The Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in music is 

intended to prepare the student for graduate 

study in various f ields related to music. This 

degree program serves students who wish to 

pursue a joint major or minor in another area, 

pursue an internship or do a senior project. 2) 

The Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in music education 

is designed to prepare the student to teach music 

in elementary or secondary schools and to 

pursue graduate study in music education.  

 

3) The Bachelor of Music (B.Mus.) in music 

performance is intended to prepare the student 

for graduate studies, a career in performance or 

in music pedagogy. The minor in music is open 

to students from any major academic program, 

while the minor in music business is available 












































































































































































































































































































