. JAMES CARROLL WAPIER, -
' | 1845-1900 .

"y S - _ o _ | s B,
y . _ ) ~ Biographical notes : A o

. i Lavyer, banker, orator, eaucator, philanthropist and noted
Tennessee politican; Nashville city councilman, 1878-188lL;
candidate for U. S, House of Representatives from Tennesses's
Sixth District, 1898; member of the Republican State
Executive Committee for nearly twenty years and four times
a delegate to the Republican National Convention; Register
of the U. S, Treasury, 1911-191); President of the
National Negro Businessmen's League, 1916..7; lecturer,
Meharry Medical School 1908-1939; mamber of the Board of
Trustess of Fisk University, Meharry Medical College,
and Walden College, '

1845 June 9, born on the Cumberland River about seve
Nashville on the Charlotie Rozd; wyoungest son
V. Napier and Janc E. Mapier, both born in sl
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and was appointed clerk first class in the office of
sixth auditor of the U. S. Treasury.

1872 Gradvated from Howard University Law School.

- On March 2, 1872, he was admitted to the Bar of the
Supreme Count of the District of Columbia upon the
motion of A, G. Riddle; Esq.

In May 18?? Mapier returned to Nashville and was admitted
to the bar upon the motion of General Thomas Smiles
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1910

1911

1912

Vapier began lecturing at Meharry Medical College, Nashville,
Tennessee, in medical Jurisprudence, which he continued

until 1939.

February, Napier became a trustee of the Anna T. Jeanes
Foundation for the emprovement of Negro education and
subsequently the Vice chairman of the Board of Trustees.
He was particularly active in the Negro Rural 3chool Fund
and interested in the promotion of vocatlonal education of
blacks in the South. »

The same year Presidsnt Theodore Roosevelt offered Napier the
Consulship at Bahia, Brezil. Interested in a place in the
Treasury Department, he declined the position.

President William Howard Taft tendered him the office of Minister
e J ner 1 +

of Liberia, which Napier declined,

Harch; Napier succeeded W, T. Vernon as Register of the U, S.
Treasury. His tenure of office, from February, 1911, until
July, 1913, established his national reputation,
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pfeab r, Spoke at the Tenncssce Colored State Fair, {(in :
Greenwcod Park) Nas shville, Tennessee-~September 20; addressed
the Appalachi n,EyT081t10ﬁ—-Sepbeu5er 27. ' ' '

"Fall, Campaigned for William H., Taft for the Presidency (Napier
hud once defended T. Roosavelt against critics following the
Brovmsville affair but became increasingly disilliusionsd by
Roosevelt's "anti-suffrege" comments. By 1912 he was calling

Bull Moose a "bundle of inconsistenﬂies,"- He also supported B, !
Hooper for Governor. Addresses were delivered in Nashville,

furfreesboro, Dickson (October lL), Huntjﬂgton (October 15),
Decaturgville (October 16), Humboldt (October 18), and Trenton,
Tennesses (October 19). :
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1913 - July, MNapier resigned from
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&v)draj'Uilbon's Treasury Department
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MCAGOOD .
MeAdoo but; having coms under attack

by Negro news media and having besn asked to carry cut a
segregation order unier hils jurisdictltion; MNapisr changed his
ViGWPOihtw) He was suc fﬂﬁﬂ by Gabe E. Parker, a Choctaw
Indian from Oklahoma.
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family of Elias W. Napier, Sr., included his wife,
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1934

1935

Napier was chairman of the Negro Division in Naszhvilleis elforts
to raise $37;500 for the city'!s Y. M. C. A. Graduate School
4
[
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( +

and for Fisk Unive: sj
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College W the entire student body partic

honored Mr. and Mrs, Napier by pres senting a
Africa to America." The Napiers were celeb:
sixth wedding anniversary. Over fourteen hu

prcsenta

Nap*ar an honora

June
of L nner in Jublilee
comm norary OPC’L 02 WaASs
of its .

The “ua C.

Death of James Carroll



M,

HISTORICAL NCTH

rroll, 1815-1910
8%8 19;

papers contein appro jr TOWy 530 ite
380& thc bu, aning of Hapler's political
: They are composed
aechos (1u3 documenta(15),
(23),
" g \
centracte (2);

wring on

.

Cu“‘”"'lv""“‘ 1 John

4 fl«x.,. 184

[a Rl szo)



i AL Sy

e

congratulations upon their 25th wedding =i

news clippi gs evidencing Negro participation in Tennessee politics ixn

the 188C's and 1890's. Numerous articles (3. 3, f. 5) on J. C. Napler's

1898 cendidacy for U. S. Representative of Temnessee's Sixth Cong: ion
. ,

District i.,dlf“ te a strong bid on the pa of Nepler and his
constituents to combat why they called "L.J,,;y' “hite Hepublicanis:

middle Tennessec.

bt
]
o
oF
=N
Q

~ Little of }-iap er's early corresporidence is availanle. The col.
conteins (4. 1,' f 1-3) two letters regs rding the Claims Division of
the Freed: 5 eau (authors unknown), four letters to President
Garfield recommending Ne Lpler‘ for a oposition in the Treasury Departw
one ennouncing hL) election to the Nashville City Council, two

appointing him to the Republican League Convention,

The majority of the edrly corresypondence;
& J J ; b)
matiers. Folder L, B. 1, containg 27 lettlers

pon the death of John Mercer Langston: . ©

e
thy upon ths death of Arthoe D. Langstor
and husvand of J. C. bapier's sister,
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Hews Service, Weshington, D, C.), Herbert Parsons (member of the
Executive Comeittez of the Republican Natlonal Comalttee), and U. S,
Senatore Il&a Lea and Jeff Taylor discuss political affairs.

Cofrespondanca concerning the Page 3ill (Serapbook III), five
i3, indlcates a concerted effort on“the part of Negro educators of
tho South to correct the discriminatory sllocetion of federal funds under
nuearous educationzl bills patterned after the Morrill Land Crant Act
of 1852, ﬁ copy of the bi]l is in the collection (B, S, f. 7). The

it
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of Negro enterprise, economic advancemvnuj educational progress
and defenrnse of the Taft administration.

Hapier proved & loyal Republican at all times. He was pregsent
at national conventions, groomed Negro delegat '
Talt's candidacy in both 1908 and 1912. Having once defended
Theodore Reosevelt after the Brownsville a

increasingly disillusioned with th ”anti—SL
Roogev blL'% supporters. By 1912 ier wﬂs'
Teft and denouncing the Bull Moose a 8 "bundle

\.

Sixty-ons 1tumg of correspondence (B, 1, T,
{
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: 1
3 B
speeches honoring Mr. and Mrs. Napier (H 1, f. 29 and 31), £
clippings (B. 3, f. 8-10), t}reo scrapuooks (Scrapbooks IIT Iy
in B, L : b 7 crl

in B. 5), information from the viographi
billa (B. 2, f. 13) and a numbsr of _

y 95 11, 12) allow only 2 partial profile of
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N

years (]932 and 193}) and numerouq letu :rs of a personal nature.”

The news clippings applying to Napier's later years (B. 3, f. 9-10)
are primarily articles of tribute to ths Napiers or friends: noticesn :
of birthdays, wedding nniversaries, honors bestowed on kapier by
Tennassee State (19?&) end Fisk Universities (1935) and frequent
mention of the now-senlor-citizen in the Nashville Hanner's column,
"Thirty-Five years Ago Today." Articles on the unVAiIIFTMg$ tha '
Booker T. Washington Ionpmwnt at Tuskegee University (2 921), philan-
thropy given Howard Uni e*s:ty (1929), Hill McAllister's candidacy
for Governor of Tennessse (1932), Fmmett Scott's appointment to the
Washington, D, C., P%r@le Board (1932), kNapier's part in a fund-reising
campaign for Fisk Univers and an account of the new, low-
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"gducation” refer the researcher to correspondence, news clipping
speeches and other items. An index of correspondents, including

dates of the letters, their location in the papers and en identi-

fication of the author and/or recipient, is attached,

Sy

..

Gary Lee Cardwell
July 15, 1949
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Box 1 (co:ltdw)

Sp&@chQSwnUnfit d addr“ﬂe before the Fresutive Committea of
th@ tiur a1l Negro Businessments Lazﬁn@, Tuskegeey; Ala, =

Sp&eCEQSu-Stufﬁmen on vocational education before the
Committee on Agriculiuge on H. R, 23581«<)/23/1912

aﬂ&ﬁuu9smm"ch Preasident's Address"--18th annual convention,
" Nationsl Negro Businsss Leagige=1017
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